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Executive Director Wayne Haughton prepared this 2019-20 Accountability Progress Report on 
behalf of the school’s board of trustees: 
 
 
 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 

Robert Stewart Chair, Executive, Academics, 
Operations & Technology 

Dawn West Vice Chair 

Stephen Rowley Treasurer, Finance, Operations & 
Technology 

Peter J. Goodman Trustee, People & Legal 

Roderick Roberts Trustee, Operations & Technology, 
People & Legal 

Claudette Harrison Trustee, Academics, People & Legal 

Beth McKenzie Trustee, Executive, People & Legal, 
Operations & Technology 

Carol Beckles Secretary, Executive, People & Legal 
Maria Graham Trustee, Academic & Finance 

Dale James Treasurer, Executive, Finance 
Dorothy Burton Trustee, Academics 

 
 
 
Mr. Haughton has served as the Executive Director since 2012.  
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SCHOOL OVERVIEW 
The Academy Charter School (“The Academy”) opened in the fall of 2009 with 165 students in grades 
K-2. Located in Hempstead, NY, a school district with approximately 81% free and reduced-price 
lunch students, The Academy continues to successfully serve a student population with a large 
percentage of English language learners, special education students, and economically disadvantaged 
students. To further the mission, The Academy expanded to serve 1,719 students in grades K-12 in the 
2019-2020 school year. 
  
The Academy improves student academic achievement by focusing on the development of three 
important areas of children’s growth: mastering core academic subjects, promoting character 
development, and fostering a lifelong behavior of giving back to the community. The Academy strives 
to have its children learn, lead, and serve. 
 
The Academy’s mission is: 
 
To create world class scholars who will learn today, lead tomorrow and serve in the future. 
 
Key Design Elements 

The nine key design elements educational plan are intent to provide our students across various ability 
levels to achieve success, understanding their strengths and unique abilities, and develop the self-
discipline and confidence required to excel in any environment.   

Extended Learning Time – this includes extended school day of eight hours, two hours after school 
program, and support for students in a three-hour Saturday school program and during the 
winter/spring/summer breaks. Moreover, select high school students attend a six-week program geared 
towards preparation for Regents exam.  

Teacher Student Ratio/Moderate Class Size – Each Elementary School class has 25 to 27 students two 
adults in every classroom. This allows for greater focus on student support including small groups and 
individualized instruction.    

Standard Based Curriculum- Core content subjects, New York State Next Generation Learning 
Standards.  

Professional Development – Ongoing support for teachers. This includes a two-week pre-service 
teacher induction and training. Full time Math and English Language coaches in grades K-8, and 
content specific departmental chairs in the high school. 

Character Development – Students in grades K-8 receive ongoing instruction and participate in 
discussions related to key core values geared towards character development using selected 
curriculum.  

Data Usage – Ongoing scheduled assessments using a variety of assessment tools in K-12. These 
include Renascence STAR Read & Math (K-8), Fountas and Pinnell (K-5), NWEA MAP (High 
School), Las Link (ESL), and other Interim Assessments aligned to New York State assessments (3-
8), and Regents Exams, Practice SAT & ACT. These assessments allow for measuring student progress 
and inform the instructional program.   
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Remediation & Enrichment- There is ongoing support for students during the school day and after 
school. There is also accelerated course work for middle school and high school.  

Service Learning – Students in middle and high school are required to complete service learning and 
volunteering projects.  

Technology -S.T.E.M- Schoolwide use of integrating technology as a learning tool and specific STEM 
instruction in grades K-12.  

ENROLLMENT SUMMARY 
 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 
School 
Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

2015-16 114 111 114 81 84 80 81 81 45 N/A N/A N/A N/A 791 

2016-17 107 108 107 108 77 81 80 83 77 117 N/A N/A N/A 945 

2017-18 100 109 110 104 109 78 82 79 87 117 109 N/A N/A 1,084 

2018-19 222 107 103 108 108 108 87 82 84 144 104 104 N/A 1,355 

2019-20 148 232 118 119 119 121 125 123 114 169 142 95 94 1,719 

HIGH SCHOOL COHORTS 

ACCOUNTABILITY COHORT 
The state’s Accountability Cohort consists specifically of students who are in their fourth year of 
high school after entering the 9th grade.  For example, the 2016 state Accountability Cohort consists 
of students who entered the 9th grade anywhere sometime during the 2016-17 school year, were 
enrolled in the school on the state’s annual enrollment-determination day (i.e., BEDS day) in the 
2019-20 school year, and either remained in the school for the rest of the year or left for an 
acceptable reason.  (See New York State Education Department’s SIRS Manual for more details 
about cohort eligibility and acceptable exit reasons: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/ht) 
 
The following table indicates the number of students in the Accountability Cohorts who are in 
their fourth year of high school and were enrolled at the school on BEDS Day in October and 
remained in the school until June 30th of that year. 
 

Fourth-Year High School Accountability Cohorts 

Fourth 
Year 

Cohort 

Year Entered 
9th Grade 
Anywhere 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number of Students 
Enrolled on BEDS Day in 
October of the Cohort’s 

Fourth Year  

Number  
Leaving 

During the 
School Year 

Number in 
Accountability 
Cohort as of 

June 30th 
2017-18 2014-15 2014 N/A  N/A  N/A  
2018-19 2015-16 2015 N/A  N/A  N/A  
2019-20 2016-17 2016 94 0 95 
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TOTAL COHORT FOR GRADUATION 
Students are also included in the Total Cohort for Graduation (referred to as the Graduation Cohort, 
Total Graduation Cohort, or Total Cohort interchangeably throughout this report) based on the 
year they first enter the 9th grade.   Students enrolled for at least one day in the school after entering 
the 9th grade are part of the school’s Graduation Cohort.  The school may remove students from 
the Graduation Cohort if the school has discharged those students for an acceptable reason listed 
in the SIRS manual, including the following:  if they transfer to another public or private diploma-
granting program with documentation, transfer to home schooling by a parent or guardian, transfer 
to another district or school, transfer by court order, leave the U.S., or are deceased. 
 

Fourth Year Total Cohort for Graduation 

Fourth 
Year  

Cohort 

Year 
Entered 

9th Grade 
Anywhere 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number of Students 
Graduated or 

Enrolled on June 
30th of  the Cohort’s 

Fourth Year 
(a) 

 Number of Students No Longer 
at the School Who Had Been 
Enrolled for at Least One Day 

Prior to Leaving the School and 
Who Were Not Discharged for 

an Acceptable Reason  
(b) 

Total 
Graduation 

Cohort 
(a) + (b) 

2017-18 2014-15 2014 N/A  N/A  N/A  
2018-19 2015-16 2015 N/A  N/A  N/A  
2019-20 2016-17 2016 95 0 95 

 
Fifth Year Total Cohort for Graduation 

Fifth 
Year  

Cohort 

Year 
Entered 

9th Grade 
Anywhere 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number of 
Students Graduated 
or Enrolled on June 
30th of the Cohort’s 

Fifth Year  
(a) 

Number of Students No Longer 
at the School Who Had Been 
Enrolled for at Least One Day 

Prior to Leaving the School and 
Who Were Not Discharged for 

an Acceptable Reason   
(b) 

Total 
Graduation 

Cohort 
(a) + (b) 

2017-18 2013-14 2013 N/A  N/A  N/A  
2018-19 2014-15 2014 N/A  N/A  N/A  
2019-20 2015-16 2015 N/A  N/A  N/A  

PROMOTION POLICY 

Promotion decisions for scholars in grades 9-12 are based on credit accumulation, successful 
completion of coursework, and passing of Regents exams.  

Our promotion in doubt process provides families with formal notifications (promotion in doubt 
letters) that their child is at risk of not meeting promotion standards and being retained in the same 
grade for the upcoming school year.  This notification will occur at the conclusion of the first 
semester (mid-year) and will be provided along with the second quarter report cards.  

Throughout the course of the school year, several parent-teacher conferences are held in which 
parents are able to discuss student progress with their child’s teacher.  Report cards are also 
distributed at the conclusion of each academic quarter.  Additionally, school counselors monitor 
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the academic progress of the students within their assigned cohorts and meet with both students 
and parents to discuss the supports necessary to ensure successful completion of the school year.  

The school principal, in consultation with counselors, makes promotion decisions for all students 
in mid-June.  Promotion decisions are communicated to scholars and families by the end of the 
school year.  High school scholars who do not meet promotion requirements in June have the right 
to attend summer school and be promoted in August if promotion standards are met at that time.  

The following are the grade-by-grade promotion standards for the Academy Charter High School 
and reflect the minimum criteria for promotion from the scholar's current grade to the next grade.  

Grade  Units of 
Credit  Passed Regents  

9  5  1  
10  11  3  
11  17  4  
12  22  5  

As a result of the transition to remote learning in the Spring, NYSED provided guidance on the 
awarding of Regents exemptions based on successfully completing coursework aligned to the 
Regents courses.  Scholars received exemption for the following Regents examinations if they 
received credit for the associated course:  

• Mathematics: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 
• English Language Arts 
• Science: Living Environment, Earth Science, Physics, Chemistry 
• Social Studies: US History, Global History 

No adjustments were made to the promotion criteria.  

GOAL 1: HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
Summary of changes to the High School Graduation Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools do not have to report on the comparison to the district graduation rate. 
• The leading indicator of Regents attainment is modified to align to the cancellation of the 

June and August 2020 examinations. 
• Schools do report on all the remaining required measures. 

 

GOAL 1: HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

All students at the school will graduate from high school. 

 
Goal 1: Leading Indicator 
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Each year, 75 percent of students in first and second year high school Total Graduation Cohorts will 
earn at least ten credits (if 44 needed for graduation) or five credits (if 22 needed for graduation) 
each year. 

METHOD 
This measure serves as a leading indicator of the performance of the high school cohort and 
examines students’ progress toward graduation based on annual credit accumulation.  The measure 
requires that, based on the school’s promotion requirements, 75 percent of the first and second 
year high school Total Graduation Cohorts will earn the required number of credits. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The Academy’s 2018 and 2019 cohorts did not achieve the goal of 75% promotion, with the 2018 
cohort 3.9 percentage points below the 75% goal and the 2019 cohort 4.6 percentage points below 
the 75% goal. The school’s shift to remote learning in March 2020 may be attributable to the school 
missing its promotion goal. As shown in the chart below, this is the first year that the school did 
not meet its promotion goal since it began serving high school grades in the 2016-17 school year. 
 

Percent of Students in First and Second Year Cohorts  
Earning the Required Number of Credits in 2019-20 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number in 
Cohort during 

2019-20 

Percent 
promoted  

2018 142 71.1% 
2019 169 70.4% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number in 
Cohort during 

2018-19 

Percent 
promoted  

2016 98 88.2%  
2017 100 95.0% 
2018 140 82.8% 

 
The chart above shows last year’s student promotion statistics. This data show that The Academy 
met its promotion goals in all years prior to the 2019-20 school year. It is likely that the change in 
learning conditions in response to COVID-19 is at least partially responsible for the school missing 
this year’s goal, as the school exceeded its promotion goal in all other school years. 
 
Goal 1: Leading Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the second year high school Total Graduation Cohort will score 
at or above proficient on at least three different New York State Regents exams required for 
graduation.   
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METHOD 
This measure serves as a leading indicator of the performance of high school cohorts and examines 
their progress towards graduation based on Regents exam passage.  The measure requires that 75 
percent of students in each Graduation Cohort have passed at least three Regents exams by their 
second year in the cohort.   
 
As a result of the Board of Regents’ guidance regarding the cancellation of the June 2020 
and August 2020 administrations of the Regents exams, for the most recent second year 
cohort schools should report the percentage of students who either passed or were exempted 
from at least three exams. In August of 2020, the 2018 cohort will have completed its second 
year. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The Academy partially achieved its goal of 75% of students achieving proficiency on at least three 
different New York State Regents exams required for graduation. The 2017 and 2018 cohorts 
exceeded this goal by 6- and 10.9-percentage points, respectively. However, the 2016 cohort did 
not achieve the 75% goal. 
 

Percent of Students in their Second Year Passing Three Regents Exams by Cohort 

Cohort 
Designation 

 
School Year Number in 

Cohort 

Percent Passing at 
Least Three 

Regents (including 
exemptions from 

June/August 2020)  
2016 2017-19 95 57.3% 
2017 2018-19 100 81.0% 
2018 2019-20 142 85.9% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The chart above shows that there is a trend of cohorts exceeding this goal as The Academy’s high 
school grows. For example, the 2016 cohort was the first cohort of high school students The 
Academy served. The most recent cohort of students who can be measured against this goal, the 
2018 cohort, exceeded the goal by nearly 11-percetage points. 
 
Goal 1: Absolute Measures 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the fourth year high school Total Graduation Cohort and 95 
percent of students in the fifth year high school Total Graduation Cohort will graduate. 

METHOD 
This measure examines students in two high school Graduation Cohorts:  those who entered the 
9th grade as members of the 2016 cohort and graduated four years later and those who entered as 
members of the 2015 cohort and graduated five years later.  These data reflect August graduation 
rates.  At a minimum, these students have passed or been exempted from five Regents exams 
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required for high school graduation in ELA, mathematics, science, U.S. History, and Global 
History or met the requirements for the 4+1 pathway to graduation.1    
The school’s graduation requirements appear in this document above the graduation goal. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
In the first year that The Academy was eligible to report this graduation goal, it exceeded the goal 
nearly 24-percentage points. 
 

Percent of Students in the Total Graduation Cohort who have Graduated After Four Years 
Cohort 

Designation 
School  
Year 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent 
Graduating 

2014 2017-18 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 98.9% 

 
Percent of Students in Total Graduation Cohort Who Have Graduated After Five Years 

Cohort 
Designation 

School 
Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Graduating 

2013 2017-18 N/A N/A 
2014 2018-19 N/A N/A 
2015 2019-20 N/A N/A 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
As stated above, this was the first year in which The Academy could report this goal. As a result, 
we are unable to report long-term trends or measure this goal against previous performance. Based 
on the performance of the 2017, 2018, and 2019 cohorts on Regents exams and interim testing, the 
school is maintaining a high level of performance and likely to meet its graduation goals in the 
years to come. 
 
Goal 1: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Graduation Cohort graduating after the 
completion of their fourth year will exceed that of the Total Graduation Cohort from the school 
district of comparison. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 1: Absolute Measure  

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Total Cohort pursuing an alternative graduation 
pathway (commonly referred to as the 4+1 pathway) will achieve a Regents equivalency score and 

 
1 The state’s guidance for the 4+1 graduation pathway can be found here: 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/. 
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pass an approved pathway assessment required for graduation by the end of their fourth year in 
the cohort. 

METHOD 
The New York State Board of Regents approved regulations establishing alternative pathways to 
graduation for all students.  Students may replace one of the required Social Studies Regents exams 
with an approved alternative assessment.  For more information about requirements and approved 
assessments refer to the NYSED resource online: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-
pathways/.  The school will document the names of the alternative assessments administered and 
success rate for students in the templates below. 
 
As a result of the Board of Regents’ guidance regarding the cancellation of the June 2020 
and August 2020 administrations of the Regents exams, students planning to take a pathway 
examination during those dates would be exempted from the requirement. For purposes of 
this measure, only report results for students with valid scores for any pathway exam.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The Academy’s 2016 cohort pursuing an alternate graduation pathway exceeded the goal of a 75 
percent graduation rate.  
 
Percentage of the 2016 Graduation Cohort Pathway Students Demonstrating Success by Exam Type  

Exam 

Number of 
Graduation Cohort 
Members Tested 

(a) 

Number Passing or 
Achieving Regents 

Equivalency 
(b) 

 
Percentage Passing 

=[(b)/(a)]*100 

Global Studies 95 88 92.6% 
Additional Mathematics 

Regents 95 69 72.6% 

Additional Science Regents 95 54 56.8% 
Overall 952 92 96.8% 

 
Pathway Exam Passing Rate 

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 

Cohort Designation 
 

School Year Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Passing a Pathway 
Exam 

2014 2017-18 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 96.8% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
 

 
2 This number should match the number of graduates reported under the high school graduation goal. 



2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT 

The Academy Charter School – Hempstead 2019-20 Accountability Plan Progress Report                                       
Page 11 of 44 

This was the first year in which The Academy enrolled a cohort of students who could be measured 
against this goal. As a result, we cannot provide analysis of long-term growth or trends towards 
meeting the measure’s target. That being said, the goal of 75 percent of students passing through 
the alternative graduation pathway was exceeded by nearly 22-percentage points.  

SUMMARY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION GOAL 
In the 2019-20 school year, The Academy Charter School partial met one of its leading indicator 
goals, the only two absolute goals in which it could report on.  
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Leading 
Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in first and second year high school 
Total Graduation Cohorts will earn at least ten credits (if 44 needed 
for graduation) or five credits (if 22 needed for graduation) each 
year.    

Not met 

Leading 
Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Total Graduation 
Cohort will score at least 65 on at least three different New York 
State Regents exams required for graduation by the completion of 
their second year in the cohort.   

Partially Met 

Absolute 
 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the fourth year high school Total 
Graduation Cohort will graduate.   Met 

Absolute Each year, 95 percent of students in the fifth year high school Total 
Graduation Cohort will graduate. N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total 
Graduation Cohort graduating after the completion of their fourth 
year will exceed that of the Total Graduation Cohort from the school 
district of comparison. 

N/A 

Absolute 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Total Cohort 
pursuing an alternative graduation pathway will achieve a Regents 
equivalency score and pass an approved pathway assessment 
required for graduation by the end of their fourth year. 

Met 

 

ACTION PLAN 

To meet its goal of 75 percent of students in their second year scoring proficient on at least three 
different NYS Regents exams required for graduation, the school provides students the opportunity 
to complete three regents exams by the end of their 9th grade year (one in math, one in science, and 
one in social studies).  Students will have the additional opportunity to complete these exams 
during their August and January administration following their 9th grade year.  At the conclusion 
of the 10th grade year, students will have the opportunity to complete two additional Regents 
examinations (one in math and one in science) for a total of 5 Regents examinations offered by the 
conclusion of their second year.    

The teachers work with instructional leadership to align course goals with student achievement 
data collected during previous administration of Regents examinations.  Students requiring 
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academic supports, based on Regents examination data, qualify and receive academic intervention 
services.  Additional learning time and academic intervention services is provided in-school, after 
school, on Saturdays, and during the Summer months.  

The school has also departmentalized instruction and made provisions for instructional coaching 
to include content leads and two Assistant Principals.  Assistant Principals have been given 
specific content areas of instructional oversight and work with content leads to support student 
achievement through instructional practice.  

To ensure on-time graduation for scholars, the school provides curriculum and support for students 
to complete Regents examination requirements by the conclusion of their 11th grade year.  For 
students requiring additional assistance in meeting the graduation requirements on time, the school 
provides additional learning time and academic intervention services in-school, after school, on 
Saturdays, and through credit recovery programming.  To ensure students have multiple pathways 
to graduate on time, the school will also be providing students with Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) coursework.   

Further, the school’s counselors monitor student progress toward graduation regularly.  They work 
with school principal, director of secondary education, assistant principals, students and families 
to identify the supports needed to assist students in graduating on time.   

GOAL 2: COLLEGE PREPARATION 
Summary of changes to the College Preparation Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools do not have to report on the absolute or comparative measure related to the College, 
Career, and Civic Readiness Index (“CCCRI”). 

 
GOAL 2: COLLEGE PREPARATION 

All students will be prepared to attend college. 

Scholars at The Academy Charter High School are supported throughout the entirety of the college 
application process. The school year starts with college counselor and family meetings for each 
student. Next, students are given expectations for what to expect through the school year. This 
includes, gauging initial interests, creating a list of colleges, determining eligibility for financial 
aid and opportunity programs, and setting the scope of support the college counselor will provide. 
Students then meet with the college counselor for the duration of the year in small groups. During 
the student/counselor meetings, students are encouraged to build balanced college lists, complete 
their personal statement, and apply to CUNY, SUNY, and private/public out of state schools. 
Families are welcomed to meet with the college counselor to obtain assistance with completing 
financial aid forms such as the FAFSA, TAP, and CSS Profile, as well as any additional 
opportunity program and scholarship applications students may need to complete. The school will 
continue to support our families throughout the decision making and college commitment process 
by hosting financial aid review workshops and individualized sessions to support families in 
making informed decisions about the child’s future college matriculation. In our first year, close 
working relationships with were established between The Academy and colleges such as Nassau 
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Community College, SUNY Stony Brook University, SUNY Brockport, SUNY University at 
Albany and the University of Rochester.  
 
Goal 2: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will demonstrate their preparation for college by at 
least one or some combination of the following indicators: 

• Passing an Advanced Placement (“AP”) exam with a score of 3 or higher; 

• Earning a score of 4 or higher on an International Baccalaureate (“IB”) exam; 

• Passing a College Level Examination Program (“CLEP”) exam; 

• Passing a college level course offered at a college or university or through a school 
partnership with a college or university; 

• Achieving the college and career readiness benchmark on the SAT;  

• Earning a Regents diploma with advanced designation; or, 

METHOD 
Schools use any method listed here, or any combination thereof, to demonstrate that at least 75 
percent of graduates are prepared to engage in rigorous college level coursework.  The school 
should select only those methods listed here that it uses to demonstrate the college readiness of its 
students and eliminate those that it will not.  For instance, high schools that do not deliver an IB 
Program as part of their high school design do not report on the IB option.  The school reports on 
the number of students who attempted to achieve each indicator, the number who succeeded, and 
the corresponding percentage.  Additionally, the school should report on the overall number of 
students who graduated after four years, the number of those graduates who achieved any of the 
relevant indicators, and the overall percentage achieving any indicator.  
 
For the 2019-2020 academic year, the Academy launched a partnership with Molloy College to 
offer college credit for courses provided to high school scholars on our campus. Courses were 
taught by instructors hired by the Academy and vetted and approved by Molloy College faculty.  
Participating scholars received 3 [or 4] credits (from Molloy College) for completion of the college 
course with a grade of C or higher.  Scholars had the opportunity to participate in the following 
courses:  
 

• ENG 1100 – College Composition (3 cr.): College Composition seeks to initiate a 
dialogue among students that leads them to hone skill development by moving beyond their 
own "personal" position: the readings and classroom discussions give the sense that they 
are entering an ongoing conversation of consequence. Students are therefore required to 
integrate the thoughts and words of other writers of the class texts, online databases, other 
print and media sources and oral exchange into their own essays using the appropriate 
citing mechanism. Both in relation to their own experience and to a text or set of texts, 
student writers will learn how to articulate and develop a sophisticated argument within a 
specific rhetorical situation. 
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• MAT 2210 – Calculus (4 cr.): Calculus is a transition course to upper-division 
mathematics and computer science courses. Students will extend their experience with 
functions as they study the fundamental concepts of calculus: limiting behaviors, difference 
quotients and the derivative, Riemann sums and the definite integral, antiderivatives and 
indefinite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Students review and extend 
their knowledge of trigonometry and basic analytic geometry. Important objectives of the 
calculus sequence are to develop and strengthen the students’ problem-solving skills and 
to teach them to read, write, speak, and think in the language of mathematics. Students 
learn how to apply the tools of calculus to a variety of problem situations. 
 

• POL 1010 – American National Government (3 cr.): This course provides students with 
an overview of the American system of government which examines the impact of public 
opinions, group interests, and organizations on the institutions of American government. 
Particular attention is focused on issues which relate to the politics of public policy and the 
decision-making process. The nature of American democracy is examined and critically 
analyzed.  
 

• ECO 2510 – Macroeconomics (3 cr.): An introductory course that studies the behavior of 
the economy as a whole. The course explores the supply and demand model, the 
measurement of macroeconomic indicators (Gross Domestic Product, unemployment, 
inflation, and growth) and macroeconomic theories of economic fluctuations. Other topics 
covered include the role of the federal government and the Federal Reserve in the economy 
through fiscal and monetary policies, and the basic framework of international trade.  
 

• ART 1020 – Drawing (3 cr.): Drawing is an introductory studio drawing course with 
emphasis on learning to see and developing basic drawing skills using various media by 
employing fundamental design and composition concepts. In addition to technical skills, 
an exploration of creative thinking, problem solving, and critical analysis will be studied. 
During the semester, students will explore different drawing techniques and media. 
Students will be encouraged to develop an expression of individual style. This is a hands-
on art class in which you will be exposed to the basic principles of drawing.  We will work 
from observation in order to translate three-dimensional objects and space onto a two-
dimensional surface.  Drawing is a way of seeing that should be developed in an 
increasingly personal way as the student works through the semester.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The 2016 cohort did not achieve its goal of having 75 percent of graduating students from the 2016 
cohort demonstrating preparedness for college.  
 

Percentage of the 2016 Total Cohort Graduates Demonstrating College Preparation by Indicator  
 

Indicator 
Number of Graduates 
who Attempted the 

Indicator 

 
Number who Achieved 

Indicator 

 
Percentage of Graduates 
who Achieved Indicator 

Passing AP Exam with 3 
or higher 40 11 11.8% 

Passing College Level 
Course 41 37 39.8% 
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Achieving the College 
Readiness Benchmark on 

the SAT 
93 26 28.0% 

Earning a Regents 
Diploma with Advanced 

Designation 
94 39 41.5% 

 
Overall 943 58 61.7% 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
This was the first year in which The Academy enrolled students who could be measured against 
this goal. As a result, we cannot report on long-term trends. 
 
To achieve this goal in the future, the school has provided and will increase opportunities for 
students to participate in Advanced Placement (AP) and college-level courses.  The school 
currently offer the following AP Courses: Computer Science Principles, English Literature and 
Composition, English Language and Composition, Psychology, and Calculus AB.  The Academy 
also offers the following college courses for credit through partnership with Molloy College: 
Drawing, American National Government, and College Composition.  To support students in 
achieving the college readiness benchmark on the SATs, we offered SAT prep (in-school) using 
the A-List prep program. 
 
Goal 2: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the College, Career, and Civic Readiness Index (“CCCRI”) for the school’s Total Cohort will 
exceed the Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system. 

Due to the state’s guidance regarding accountability determinations, the 2019-20 MIPs will be 
used for the 2020-21 school year and the calculation of this measure is not required. 
 
Goal 2: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the school’s CCCRI for the Total Cohort will exceed that of the district of comparison’s 
Total Cohort. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 2: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will matriculate into a college or university in the year 
after graduation. 

 
3 This number should match the number of graduates reported under the high school graduation goal. 
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METHOD 
The ultimate measure of whether a college prep high school has lived up to its mission is whether 
students actually enroll and succeed in college.  Schools track and report the percentage of fourth-
year Total Cohort graduates who matriculate into a two or four-year college program in the school 
year following graduation.  Schools should update and confirm data for Cohorts prior to 2019-20 
and provide preliminary matriculation data for 2016 Cohort.  It may be necessary for schools to 
provide updated data to the Institute when National Student Clearinghouse or other data sources 
become available later in the school year. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The Academy exceeded its goal of 75% of graduating students matriculating into a college or 
university in the year after graduation by five percentage points. 
 

Matriculation Rate of Graduates by Year 

Cohort 

 
 

Graduation Year 

Number of 
Graduates 

 
(a) 

Number Enrolled 
in 2 or 4-year 
Program in 

Following Year 
(b) 

Matriculation 
Rate 

 
=[(b)/(a)]*100 

2014 2017-18 N/A N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 76 80.0% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The 2019-20 school year was the first year in which The Academy enrolled students who could be 
measured against this goal. In the 2020-21 school year, the school will replicate the strategies used 
in the 2019-20 in order to maintain exceeding its goal of students matriculating into a two- or four-
year school.  

SUMMARY OF THE COLLEGE PREPARATION GOAL 
In the 2019-20 school year, The Academy met one of the two college preparation absolute goals 
that could be measured. 
 

Type Measure  Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will demonstrate 
their preparation for college by one or more possible indicators 
of college readiness.  

Not met 

Absolute 
Each year, the CCCRI for the school’s Total Cohort will 
exceed that year’s state MIP set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

N/A 

Comparative Each year, the school’s CCCRI for the Total Cohort will 
exceed that of the district’s Total Cohort. N/A 

Absolute Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will matriculate 
into a college or university in the year after graduation. Met 
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ACTION PLAN 
To achieve this goal, the school will increase opportunities for students to participate in Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses in addition to the opportunities provided for college coursework.  We will 
offer AP Calculus AB in addition to coursework offered during the 2019-2020 academic year.  To 
support students in achieving the college readiness benchmark on the SATs, we will continue to 
offer SAT prep.  We also will offer additional one-to-one tutoring (including peer tutoring) for 
students in preparation for Regents examinations.   

GOAL 3: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
Summary of changes to the Elementary ELA Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools will be unable to report state test proficiency rates, PIs, district comparisons, effect 
sizes, or mean growth scores. 

• However, in the absence of state test results, schools should report relevant results from 
internally developed assessments, national norm-referenced tests, and/or any other evaluation 
method below.  When possible, schools report tabular data aligned to the narrative. 

The Academy recognizes that curriculum, instruction and assessment must be dynamic through 
this period. In evaluating the strengths of our current curriculum and the needs of our varying 
student populations, we recognize that modifications would be required. Some modifications are 
driven by safety considerations, whereas others are predicated on instructional value.  
 
The school will continue to use most of the curriculum outlined in the charter. However, electronic 
curriculum and instructional materials will supplement the hard copies which will be districted to 
students both in-person and those participating online. For those students participating 100% 
online, parents will be scheduled to pick up the hard copies including textbooks and library books. 
Students will also be provided access to electronic libraries. Moreover, the school will use 
electronic curriculum materials from the Pearson Inc. ReadyGen and My Perspectives in grades 
K-8, and Holt-McDougal Literature in grades 9-12 as outlined in the charter. In grades 9-12, 
curriculum resources and research documents are available electronically via the Follet library 
system. 
 
Goal 3: English Language Arts 
All students at the school will be proficient in the reading and writing of the English language. 

BACKGROUND 
The Integrated Language Arts Program of The Academy Charter School is based on the premise 
that students come to school with a wide range of language abilities. To this end, speaking, 
listening, reading and writing form the basis for the curriculum in the English Language Arts. 
Through a developmentally appropriate and rigorous approach to Integrated English Language 
Arts, students develop their ability to communicate ideas, feelings, and facts effectively while 
honing their skills in reading and writing. The Academy Charter School uses a balanced learning 
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approach whereby we incorporate research-based literacy programs along with the New York State 
Next Generation Learning Standards to ensure that our students are prepared as they progress 
towards college and career readiness. 
 
Teachers at every grade level plan and implement learning experiences aligned with the State 
Standards. Teachers utilize the ReadyGen (K-5), My Perspectives (6-8) and the Holt McDougal 
Literature (9-12) curriculums, and other standards-based supplementary texts from the EngageNY 
modules, the Scholastic Guided Reading Program®, and the Heinemann Fountas and Pinnell® 
systems. The Teachers College Writers Workshop as a resource. in their balanced learning 
approach to instruction. 
 
Students (K-8) receive 135 minutes of instructional daily while students in grade 9 receive 90 
minutes, and students in grades 10-12 receive 45 minutes of instruction daily. At-risk students also 
received forty-five minutes of pullout instructions in small groups three times per week. Moreover, 
in grades 6-8, all students received an additional forty-five minutes of instruction 4-5 days per 
week with the primary focus on re-teaching, practice, and mastery. The school utilizes the 
assessment data provided by the Renaissance STAR Reading (K-8), curriculum related unit 
assessments and school-designed interim assessments to measure students’ progress and inform 
instructional planning.      
 
Students complete multiple learning experiences in which they are able to utilize their classroom 
library, school library, and various media sources connected through various mulita-media 
systems. Each classroom library is leveled in accordance with best practices and students are able 
to choose from multiple genres, levels, and content when completing assigned tasks and/or 
independent reading activities.  

Students in grade 9 receive 90 minutes of instruction daily while students in grades 10-12 receive 45 
minutes. At-risk students also received forty-five minutes of pullout instructions in small groups two - 
three times per week. Moreover, the high school grades utilize the assessment data provided by the, 
Regents exams, NWEA MAP diagnostic and progress monitoring assessment, unit assessments and 
school-designed interim assessments to measure students’ progress and inform instructional 
planning.       

METHOD 
The Academy Charter School administers Renaissance Star Reading assessments to measure 
English language arts proficiency. The computer-adaptive Star Reading assessments serve 
multiple purposes, including screening, progress monitoring, instructional planning, forecasting 
proficiency, standards mastery, and measuring growth. These highly reliable, valid, and efficient 
standards-based measures of student performance in reading provide valuable information 
regarding the acquisition of skills along a continuum of learning expectations. Star Reading is 
highly rated for academic screening and academic progress monitoring by the National Center on 
Intensive Intervention. 
 
Students are administered this literacy assessment at the beginning of the school year in September, 
the middle of the school year in January, and the end of the school year in June. The results of each 
grade are determined by the Normal Curve Equivalency (NCE) determined by the publisher.  
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
On the 2019-20 STAR English language arts assessment, the percentage of students performing at 
benchmark increased between the beginning of year assessment and the middle of year assessment 
in every grade that took the middle of year assessment.  
 
The kindergarten class experienced the largest percentage point growth in students achieving 
proficiency between the 2019-20 beginning of year and middle of year assessment, with a 13.4 
percentage point increase. The second, third, and fourth grades all experienced over a three-
percentage point increase in the percentage of students achieving proficiency on the STAR English 
language arts assessment between the beginning of year and middle of year assessment. 
 

The Academy Charter School - Hempstead - Percentage of Students Performing At or 
Above Benchmark on STAR English Language Arts Interim Assessment Results 

  2018-19 2019-20 
  BOY MOY EOY BOY MOY EOY 
K 33% 43% 56% 28.2% 41.6% N/A 
1 88% 34% 47% 45.2% 45.8% N/A 
2 33% 32% 38% 51.1% 54.2% N/A 
3 32% 36% 43% 46.3% 49.5% N/A 
4 29% 39% 35% 45.2% 48.4% N/A 
5 23% 26% 26% 46.1% 46.3% N/A 
6 17% 28% 30% 39.2% N/A N/A 
7 26% 29% 33% 44.4% N/A N/A 
8 24% 25% 32% N/A% N/A N/A 

 
Moreover, students in grades 3-8 are administered the school-created interim assessments in English 
Language Arts three times per year, in November, January/ February, and in March/ April. Due to 
cancellation of in-person instruction, the April 2020 assessment was not administered. The test items 
are standards-based and published by Rally Education. The school uses the English language arts 
assessments because STAR assessments do not test writing standards. On the Rally English 
language arts assessment, students showed growth at every grade level, except the fifth grade, 
which had an equal percentage of students performing at level 3 and 4 on the first and second 
assessment. The most impressive growth between the two assessments occurred in the sixth grade, 
where there was a 29-percentage point increase in students performing at level 3 or 4. Similarly, 
there was impressive growth in the seventh grade, with a ten-percentage point increase in students 
performing at level 3 and 4 on the Rally Education English language arts assessment. 
 

The Academy Charter School – Hempstead 
Percentage of Students Performing at Level 3 and 
Level 4 on the Rally Education English Language 

Arts Assessment in the 2019-20 School Year 
Grade Interim Assessment 1 Interim Assessment 2 

3 24% 26% 
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4 41% 45% 
5 51% 51% 
6 41% 70% 
7 81% 91% 
8 82% 85% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Grades 
All Students   Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 71.4% 105 71.7% 92 
4 75.5% 110 75.8% 99 
5 47.6% 103 49.5% 97 
6 70.6% 85 72.6% 73 
7 78.8% 80 80.9% 68 
8 71.6% 81 73.1% 67 

All  68.8% 564 69.8% 496 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Scoring at or 
Above Proficiency Compared to District Students  

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
Charter 
School  District Charter 

School  District  Charter 
School  District  

3 70.9% 20.5% 77.0% 29% 71.7% 33.0% 
4 72.9% 30.5% 76.1% 30% 75.8% 30.6% 
5 47.3% 15.6% 56.9% 24% 49.5% 24.7% 
6 39.1% 5.5% 75.8% 21% 72.6% 23.4% 
7 54.9% 11.8% 63.1% 16% 80.9% 13.5% 
8 61.8% 13.1% 75.0% 22% 73.1% 25.8% 

All 58.1% 16.9% 74.8% 24.4% 69.8% 25.9% 
 
The Academy has regularly had a high percentage of students achieving proficiency on the State 
English language arts compared to the district. In fact, The Academy has outperformed the district 
on the State English language arts exam every year the school has been in operation. 
 
Based on the 2018-19 and 2019-20 middle of year STAR English language arts assessment data, 
The Academy would have likely had an increase in third, fourth, and fifth grade students achieving 
proficiency on the State exam, had it been administered. On the 2018-19 middle of year STAR 
assessment, 36% of third grade students, 39% of fourth grade students, and 26% of fifth grade 
students performed at or above benchmark. This resulted in 71.7% of third grade students 
performing at proficiency on the State English language arts exam, 75.8% of fourth grade students 
performing at proficiency on the State English language arts exam, and 49.5% of fifth grade 
students performing at proficiency on the State English language arts exam.  
 
This year, the percentage of students performing at proficiency on the middle of year Star 
assessment increased in the third grade by 13-percentage points, in the fourth grade by 9-
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percentage points, and in the fifth grade by 20-percentage points. Thus, if performance on the 
STAR assessment is predictive of State English language arts exam results, The Academy could 
have expected a signification increase of students achieving proficiency on this year’s State exam, 
had it been administered. 

SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL 
Based on the significant percentage of students achieving proficiency on the interim English 
language arts assessments, The Academy met its growth and comparative English language arts 
Accountability Plan goals for the 2019-20 school year. 

ACTION PLAN 
The Academy will continue to improve its academic performance by strengthening the English 
language arts curriculum to align with the New York State Next Generation English Language 
Arts Learning Standards and responsive to data. Strategic intervention will continue to occur based 
on-going comprehensive data analysis from various sources including Fountas and Pinnell, STAR 
Reading, and writing samples, and in-house created interim assessments. The school will continue 
integrate reading and writing across content areas, and provide students with extended learning 
time to achieve its goal in English Language Arts.  

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
Summary of changes to the High School ELA Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools do not have data necessary to report 2019-20 PI results. 
• Schools do not have data necessary to report 2019-20 district comparison measures. 
• Schools do report on absolute Regents attainment and growth from 8th grade in a modified 

format based on instructions under each respective measure below. 

 
Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will exceed Common 
Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 4 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school administered the Regents English exam that students must pass to graduate. The State 
Education Department currently defines the college and career readiness standard as scoring at or 
above Performance Level 4 (meeting Common Core expectations) on the Regents Exam in English 
Language Arts (Common Core).  This measure examines the percent of the Accountability Cohort 
that achieved at least Performance Level 4 by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.   
 
Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for the exam but were 
scheduled to sit for this exam in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam as well as the percentage of students achieving at least Level 4 among the students who 
sat for the exam. 
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
47.3 percent of The Academy’s 2016 cohort scored at or above level 4 on the Regents Exam in 
English language arts. Thus, the school did not meet its goal of having 65 percent of students 
performing at or above level 4 on the State English language arts Regents exam. 
 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 4 on Regents English Common Core Exam 
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort4  

Cohort  

 
Fourth  
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort 
(a) 

Number 
exempted 
with No 

Valid 
Score (b) 

Number 
Scoring at 

Least Level 
4 

(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 4 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 2 44 47.3% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results. Based on the chart below, the 2017 cohort is making 
progress towards meeting the goal in the next academic year. 

 
Percent Achieving at Least Level 4 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number in 

Cohort 
Percent 
Level 4 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 

2016 N/A  N/A  98  43.9%  95 46.3% 
2017 N/A  N/A  100 16.0%  95 15.8% 
2018   140  N/A  142 N/A 
2019     169 N/A 

 
Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will at least partially 
meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 3 on the 
Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in 
the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school administered the Regents English exam that students must pass to graduate.  The school 
scores Regents on a scale from 0 to 100.  The State Education Department currently defines the 
cut off for passing and meeting the requirement for graduation as scoring at or above Performance 
Level 3 (partially meeting Common Core expectations) on the Regents Exam in English Language 
Arts (Common Core).  This measure examines the percent of the Accountability Cohort that 
achieved at least Performance Level 3 by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.   

 
4 Based on the highest score for each student on the English Regents exam 
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Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for the exam but were 
scheduled to sit for this exam in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam as well as the percentage of students achieving at least Level 3 among the students who 
sat for the exam. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
98.9 percent of The Academy’s 2016 cohort tested at or above level 3 on the English language arts 
Regents exam. This result exceeded the goal by nearly 19-percentage-point.  
 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 3 on Regents English Common Core Exam 
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort  

Cohort 
Designatio

n 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort  
(a) 

Number Exempted 
with No Valid Score  

(b) 

Number Scoring at 
Least Level 3  

(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 3 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2016-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 2 92 98.9% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
Percent Achieving at Least Level 3 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number 

in Cohort 
Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2016 N/A N/A 98  88.8%  95 98.9% 
2017 N/A N/A 100  19.0%  95 18.9% 
2018   N/A N/A 142 N/A 
2019     169 N/A 

 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results against this goal. Based on the chart above, the 2017 
cohort is making progress towards meeting the goal in the next academic year. 
 
Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) on the Regents English exam of students completing their 
fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet the state’s Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) 
set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system. 

Due to the state’s guidance regarding accountability determinations, the 2019-20 MIPs will be 
used for the 2020-21 school year and the calculation of this measure is not required. 
 
Goal 3: Comparative Measure 
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Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort meeting or exceeding Common 
Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core) will exceed the 
percentage of comparable students in the district meeting or exceeding Common Core 
expectations. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort at least partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core) will 
exceed the percentage of comparable students in the district at least partially meeting Common 
Core expectations. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) in Regents English of students in the fourth year of their 
high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of comparable students from the school district 
of comparison. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 3: Growth Measure 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade English language arts exam will meet the college and 
career readiness standard (currently scoring at Performance Level 4 and fully meeting Common 
Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its English language arts program by enabling 
students who were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to meet the English 
requirement for the college and career readiness standard.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
38.5 of the 2016 cohort who did not test at proficiency as 8th grade students on the English language 
arts common core exam performed at or above level 4 on the English language arts Regents exam. 
Thus, the goal of 50 percent was not met.  
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Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 4 on Common Core exam among Students  
Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number in 
Cohort not 

Proficient in 
8th Grade  

(a) 

Number 
Exempted 
with No 

Valid Score  
(b) 

Number 
Scoring at 

Least Level 4 
(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 4 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 13 0 5 38.5% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results against this goal. However, based on the school’s 
interim testing data, students who have not yet reached their fourth year in high school are on track 
to meeting this measure’s target. 
 
Goal 3: Growth Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade English language arts exam will at least partially meet 
Common Core expectations (currently scoring at Performance Level 3 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its English language arts program by enabling 
students who were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to meet the English 
requirement for graduation.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
100 Percent of The Academy’s 2016 cohort who did not achieve proficiency on the 8th grade 
English language arts Common Core exam performed at or above level 3 on the English language 
arts Regents exam. Thus, the goal was met.  
 

Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 3 on Common Core exam among Students  
Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number in 
Cohort not 

Proficient in 
8th Grade  

(a) 

Number 
Exempted 
with No 

Valid Score  
(b) 

Number 
Scoring at 

Least Level 3 
(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 3 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 13 0 13 100% 
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results against this goal. However, based on interim 
assessments, students who have not reached their fourth year in high school are making progress 
towards meeting this measure’s target. 

SUMMARY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL  
In the 2019-20 school year, The Academy met one of the two measurable absolute goals and one 
of the two measurable growth goals in English language arts.  

 
Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will meet or exceed Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 4 on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts 
(Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Not Met 

Absolute 
 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will at least partially meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 3 on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts 
(Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Met 

Absolute 

Each year, the Performance Index (PI) on the Regents English exam of 
students completing their fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet 
the state Measure of Interim Progress (MIP) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system.  

N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English 
Language Arts (Common Core) will exceed the percentage of comparable 
students from the district meeting or exceeding Common Core expectations. 

N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts 
(Common Core) will exceed the percentage of comparable students in the 
district at least partially meeting Common Core expectations. 

N/A 

Comparative 
Each year, the Performance Index (PI) in Regents English of students in the 
fourth year of their high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of 
comparable students from the school district of comparison.   

N/A 

Growth 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade English 
language arts exam will meet or exceed Common Core expectations 
(currently scoring at or above Performance Level 4 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth 
year in the cohort. 

Not Met 

Growth 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade English 
language arts exam will at least partially meet Common Core expectations 
(currently scoring at least Performance Level 3 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth 
year in the cohort. 

Met 

ACTION PLAN 
At-Risk Populations 
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The Academy will continue to provide support to all at-risk populations, and endeavor to provide 
students and families with an optimal learning environment. Historically, students of The 
Academy with disabilities have been educated in the least restrictive environment. Extensive 
support is made available to English Language Learners as well.  
 
Regents Flexibility & Operational Continuity 
 
The Academy recognizes the flexibility extended to charter schools in managing the special 
education hearing and service delivery process. We further recognize the impact periodic closures 
may have on students. We will continue to strive for instructional and operational continuity in 
close collaboration with the Committee on Special Education.  
 
Each Saturday, from. 9 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., SWDs and ELLs have the option of receiving virtual 
instruction in core academic subjects. In addition, beginning October 1, the Academy will offer 
academic tutoring from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. For students in grades K-12, instruction will center 
on English Language Arts and literacy instruction. 
 
Section 504 Accommodations 
 
Whereas no flexibility will be granted under this provision of the law, the Academy will continue 
to operate at a performance level that meets the requirements of the law. Students working 
remotely will have opportunities to work in small focused groups based on latitude we have to 
configure groupings. In addition, we will forward instructional materials (and/or make available 
for pick-up) to parents to ensure that students have access to hard copies of the materials they 
require. We recognize the import of establishing higher levels of support for vulnerable 
populations.  

GOAL 4: MATHEMATICS 

ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS 
Summary of changes to the Elementary Mathematics Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools will be unable to report state test proficiency rates, PIs, district comparisons, effect 
sizes, or mean growth scores. 

• However, in the absence of state test results, schools should report results from internally 
developed assessments, national norm-referenced tests, and/or any other evaluation method 
below.  When possible, schools report tabular data aligned to the narrative. 

 
The Academy recognizes that curriculum, instruction and assessment must be dynamic through 
this period. In evaluating the strengths of our current curriculum and the needs of our varying 
student populations, we recognize that modifications would be required. Some modifications are 
driven by safety considerations, whereas others are predicated on instructional value.  
 
The school will continue to use most of the curriculum outlined in the charter. However, electronic 
curriculum and instructional materials will supplement the hard copies which will be districted to 
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students both in-person and those participating online. For those students participating 100% 
online, parents will be scheduled to pick up the hard copies including textbooks and manipulatives. 
Students will also be provided access to virtual manipulatives from Didax. Moreover, the school 
will use electronic curriculum materials from the Pearson Inc. Envision, and Great Minds, Eureka, 
and Amsco outlined in the charter.  
 
Goal 4: Mathematics 

BACKGROUND 
The Mathematics program at The Academy Charter School is based on the premise that students 
come to school with a wide range of abilities. Through a developmentally appropriate and rigorous 
approach in Mathematics, students develop their ability to communicate ideas, feelings, and facts 
effectively while honing their skills in Mathematics. The Academy Charter School uses a 
combination of the Envision 2.0 and Eureka Math in grades K-8; and Amsco series in grades 9-12 
for Algebra and Geometry, and supplementary materials from the EngageNY modules in meeting 
the New York State Next Generation Learning Standards. Students complete multiple learning 
experiences in which they are able to utilize their classroom technology, and manipulatives for 
practice. Students in grades K-8 receive 90 minutes of instruction daily; and at the high school, 
Algebra 1 receive 90 minutes of instructional daily while students in other mathematics courses 
receive 45 minutes of instruction daily. At-risk students also receive forty-five minutes of pullout 
instructions in small groups at least two-three times per week. The school utilizes the assessment 
data provided by Renaissance STAR and NWEA MAP diagnostic and progress monitoring 
assessment, unit assessments and school-designed interim assessments to measure students’ 
progress and inform instructional planning.  

METHOD 
The Academy Charter School-Uniondale administers Renaissance Star Math assessments to 
measure mathematics proficiency. The computer-adaptive Star Math assessments serve multiple 
purposes including, screening, progress monitoring, instructional planning, forecasting 
proficiency, standards mastery, and measuring growth. These highly reliable, valid, and efficient 
standards-based measures of student performance in mathematics provide valuable information 
regarding the acquisition of skills along a continuum of learning expectations. Star Math is highly 
rated for academic screening and academic progress monitoring by the National Center on 
Intensive Intervention. 
 
Students are administered this literacy assessment at the beginning of the school year in September, 
the middle of the school year in January, and the end of the school year in June. The results of each 
grade are determined by the Normal Curve Equivalency (NCE) determined by the publisher.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
On the 2019-20 STAR mathematics assessment, the percentage of students performing at or above 
benchmark increased or remained the same in each grade tested between the beginning of year and 
middle of year assessments. The biggest increase in the percentage of students achieving 
proficiency between the beginning of year and middle of year STAR assessments occurred in the 
third grade, which experienced a 4.8-percenrage point increase.  
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The Academy Charter School - Hempstead - Percentage of Students Performing At or 

Above Benchmark on STAR Mathematics Interim Assessment Results 
  2018-19 2019-20 
  BOY MOY EOY BOY MOY EOY 
K N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
1 17% 27% 45% 48.4% 49.5% N/A 
2 39% 32% 36% 51.6% 55.1% N/A 
3 54% 58% 47% 58.1% 62.9% N/A 
4 47% 51% 62% 58.4% 60.4% N/A 
5 31% 45% 45% 59% 61.7% N/A 
6 22% 45% 61% 57.5% N/A N/A 
7 36% 62% 79% 65.6% N/A N/A 
8 51% 64% 71% N/A N/A N/A 

  
Moreover, students in grades 3-8 are administered the school-created interim assessments in 
Mathematics three times per year, in November, January/ February, and in March/ April. Due to 
cancellation of in-person instruction, the April 2020 assessment was not administered. The test items 
are standards-based and published by Rally Education. The Academy also administered the Rally 
Education mathematics assessment in the 2019-20 school year. On the Rally mathematics 
assessment, students showed growth between the first and second assessment at every grade level, 
except the sixth grade, which had a 23-perrcentage point decline in students performing at level 3 
and 4. The most impressive growth between the two assessments occurred in the third grade, where 
there was a 41-percentage point increase in students performing at level 3 or 4. Similarly, there 
was impressive growth in the fourth grade, with a 25-percentage point increase in students 
performing at level 3 and 4 on the Rally Education assessment. 
 

The Academy Charter School – Hempstead 
Percentage of Students Performing at Level 3 and 
Level 4 on the Rally Education English Language 

Arts Assessment in the 2019-20 School Year 
Grade Interim Assessment 1 Interim Assessment 2 

3 8% 49% 
4 17% 42% 
5 11% 19% 
6 51% 28% 
7 51% 52% 
8 38% 49% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Grade 
Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Achieving Proficiency  
2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
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Percent Number 
Tested Percent Number 

Tested Percent Number 
Tested 

3 73.0% 89 87.1% 85 76.1% 92 
4 55.2% 58 70.1% 87 69.7% 99 
5 40.2% 82 61.4% 57 67.0% 97 
6 48.4% 62 65.2% 69 74.0% 73 
7 41.4% 70 68.2% 66 61.2% 67 
8 43.3% 67 70.1% 75 77.6% 67 

All 50.9% 428 71.3% 439 70.9% 495 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are at 
Proficiency Compared to Local District Students  

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
Charter 
School  District  Charter 

School  District  Charter 
School  District  

3 73.0% 28.6% 87.1% 33% 76.1% 36.1% 
4 55.2% 28.3% 70.1% 26% 69.7% 30.8% 
5 40.2% 20.4% 61.4% 29% 67.0% 27.7% 
6 48.4% 6.8% 65.2% 11% 74.0% 14.9% 
7 41.4% 7.6% 68.2% 14% 61.2% 12.7% 
8 43.3% .4% 70.1% 1% 77.6% 0.0% 

All 50.9% 17.9% 71.3% 22% 70.9% 25.6% 
 
The Academy has regularly had a higher percentage of students achieving proficiency on the State 
mathematics exam when compared to the district. In fact, The Academy has outperformed the 
district every year the school has enrolled students eligible to sit for the State mathematics exam. 
 
Based on the 2018-19 and 2019-20 middle of year STAR mathematics assessment data, The 
Academy would have likely experienced an increase in third, fourth, fifth grade students achieving 
proficiency on the State exam, had it been administered this year. On the 2018-19 middle of year 
Star assessment, 58% of third grade students, 51% of fourth grade students, and 45% of fifth grade 
students performed at or above benchmark on the mathematics assessment. This resulted in 76.1% 
of third grade students performing at proficiency on the State mathematics exam, 69.7% of fourth 
grade students performing at proficiency on the State mathematics exam, and 67% of fifth grade 
students performing at proficiency on the State mathematics exam.  
 
This year, the percentage of students performing at proficiency on the middle of year Star 
assessment increased in the third grade by four-percentage points, in the fourth grade by nine-
percentage points, and in the fifth grade by 16-percentage points. Thus, if performance on the 
STAR assessment is predictive of the State mathematics exam results, The Academy could have 
expected a modest increase in the percentage of students achieving proficiency on this year’s State 
exam, had it been administered. 

SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS GOAL 
Based on the significant percentage of students achieving proficiency on the interim mathematics 
assessments, The Academy met its mathematics Accountability Plan goals for the 2019-20 school 
year. 
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ACTION PLAN 
The school will continue to use the existing curriculums during the 2018-2019 school year. 
Teachers will incorporate materials from other sources including the EngageNY modules where 
necessary. There will be much focus on curriculum mapping and teachers will continue to use the 
data from Renaissance STAR assessments (K-8), and interim assessments (3-8) to measure student 
progress and inform instruction. Teachers will engage in re-teaching strategies with more 
frequency to ensure mastery. There will be more focus on hands on professional development 
based on review of data gleaned from item skills analysis report from various sources. Moreover, 
during the extended learning time (After School and Saturday School), there will be a greater focus 
on supporting struggling students in Mathematics.  

HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS 
Summary of changes to the High School Mathematics Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools do not need to report on PI results. 
• Schools do not need to report out on district comparison measures. 
• Schools do report on absolute Regents attainment and growth from 8th grade in a modified 

format based on instructions under each respective measure below. 

 
Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will exceed Common 
Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 4 on a Regents mathematics 
exam) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school administered the Regents mathematics exam(s) that students must pass to graduate.  
The State Education Department currently defines the college and career readiness standard as 
scoring at or above Performance Level 4 (meeting Common Core expectations) on any Regents 
Common Core mathematics exams.  This measure examines the percent of the Accountability 
Cohort that achieved at least Performance Level 4 by the completion of their fourth year in the 
cohort.   
 
Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for any mathematics exam but 
were scheduled to sit for one in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam requirement as well as the percentage of students achieving at least Level 4 among the 
students who sat for an exam. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
30 percent of The Academy’s 2016 cohort scored at or above level 4 on the Regents Exam in 
mathematics. Thus, the school did not meet its goal of having 65 percent of students performing 
at or above level 4 on the State mathematics Regents exam. 
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Percent Scoring at Least Level 4 on a Regents Mathematics Common Core Exam 
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 

Cohort  

 
Fourth  
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort 
(a) 

Number 
exempted 
with No 

Valid 
Score (b) 

Number 
Scoring at 

Least Level 
4 

(c) 

Percent Scoring at 
Least Level 4 Among 
Students with Valid 

Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 5 27 30.0% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
Percent Achieving at Least Level 4 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number 

in Cohort 
Percent 
Level 4 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 

2016 110  5.5%  98 28.6% 95 28.4% 
2017 119  7.6%  100 21.0% 95 21.1% 
2018   140 42.9% 142 40.1% 
2019     169 18.9% 

 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results. Based on the chart below, the 2017 and 2018 
cohorts are making progress towards meeting the goal. 
 
Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will at least partially 
meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 3 on a Regents 
mathematics exam) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school administered the Regents mathematics exam(s) that students must pass to graduate. 
The State Education Department currently defines the cut off for passing and meeting the 
requirement for graduation as scoring at or above Performance Level 3 (partially meeting Common 
Core expectations) on the Regents mathematics exams.  This measure examines the percent of the 
Accountability Cohort that achieved at least Performance Level 3 by the completion of their fourth 
year in the cohort.   
 
Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for any mathematics exam but 
were scheduled to sit for one in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam requirement as well as the percentage of students achieving at least Level 3 among the 
students who sat for an exam. 



2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT 

The Academy Charter School – Hempstead 2019-20 Accountability Plan Progress Report                                       
Page 33 of 44 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
100 percent of The Academy’s 2016 cohort tested at or above level 3 on the mathematics Regents 
exam. This result exceeded the goal by 20-percentage-point.  
 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 3 on a Regents Mathematics Common Core Exam 
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort  
(a) 

Number Exempted 
with No Valid Score  

(b) 

Number Scoring 
at Least Level 3  

(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 3 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2016-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 5 90 100% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
Percent Achieving at Least Level 3 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number 

in Cohort 
Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2016 110  80.9%  98 94.9% 95 94.7% 
2017 119  80.7%  100 95.0% 95 94.7% 
2018   140 90.7% 142 88.7% 
2019     169 26.0% 

 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. Thus, this cohort cannot 
be compared to previous cohorts’ results against this goal. Based on the chart above, the 2017 and 
2018 cohorts are making progress towards meeting the goal in the next academic year. 
 
Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) on the Regents mathematics exam of students completing 
their fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet the state’s Measure of Interim Progress 
(“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system. 

Due to the state’s guidance regarding accountability determinations, the 2019-20 MIPs will be 
used for the 2020-21 school year and the calculation of this measure is not required. 
 
Goal 4: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort meeting or exceeding Common 
Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exams will exceed the percentage of comparable 
students in the district meeting or exceeding Common Core expectations. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 4: Comparative Measure 
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Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort at least partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exams will exceed the percentage of 
comparable students in the district at least partially meeting Common Core expectations. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 4: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) in Regents mathematics of students in the fourth year of 
their high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of comparable students from the school 
district of comparison. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 4: Growth Measure 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics exam will meet the college and career 
readiness standard (currently scoring at Performance Level 4 and fully meeting Common Core 
expectations on a Regents mathematics exam) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its mathematics program by enabling students who 
were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to grow to meeting the mathematics 
requirement for the college and career readiness standard.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
35.7 of the 2016 cohort who did not test at proficiency as 8th grade students on the mathematics 
common core exam performed at or above level 4 on the mathematics Regents exam. Thus, the 
goal of 50 percent of students preforming at level four or above was not met.  
 

Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 4 on a Mathematics Regents Exam among Students  
Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number in 
Cohort not 

Proficient in 
8th Grade  

(a) 

Number 
Exempted 
with No 

Valid Score  
(b) 

Number 
Scoring at 

Least Level 4 
(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 4 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 14 0 5 35.7% 
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results against this goal. However, based on the school’s 
interim testing data, students who have not yet reached their fourth year in high school are on track 
to meeting this measure’s target. 
 
Goal 4: Growth Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics exam will at least partially meet Common 
Core expectations (currently scoring at Performance Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam) by 
the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its mathematics program by enabling students who 
were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to move to meeting the English 
requirement for graduation.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
100 Percent of The Academy’s 2016 cohort who did not achieve proficiency on the 8th grade 
mathematics Common Core exam performed at or above level 3 on the mathematics Regents exam. 
Thus, the goal was met.  
 

Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 3 on a Mathematics Regents Exam among Students  
Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 5  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number in 
Cohort not 

Proficient in 
8th Grade  

(a) 

Number 
Exempted 
with No 

Valid Score  
(b) 

Number 
Scoring at 

Least Level 3 
(c) 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 3 Among Students 

with Valid Score 
(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2018-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 13 0 13 100% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The 2016 cohort was The Academy’s first graduating high school class. As a result, this cohort 
cannot be compared to previous year’s results against this goal. However, based on interim 
assessments, students who have not reached their fourth year in high school are making progress 
towards meeting this measure’s target. 

SUMMARY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS GOAL 
In the 2019-20 school year, The Academy met one of the two measurable absolute goals and one 
of the two measurable growth goals in mathematics. 

 
5 Based on the highest score for each student on the mathematics Regents exam 
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Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will meet or exceed Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 4 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Not Met 

Absolute 
 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will at least partially meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Met 

Absolute 
Each year, the Performance Index (PI) in mathematics of students completing 
their fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet the state Measure of 
Interim Progress (MIP) set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system.  

N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exam will 
exceed the percentage of comparable students from the district meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations. 

N/A 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exam will exceed the 
percentage of comparable students in the district at least partially meeting 
Common Core expectations. 

N/A 

Comparative 
Each year, the Performance Index (PI) in Regents mathematics of students in 
the fourth year of their high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of 
comparable students from the school district of comparison.   

N/A 

Growth 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics 
exam will meet or exceed Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 4 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Not Met  

Growth 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics 
exam will at least partially meet Common Core expectations (currently 
scoring at least Performance Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Met 

ACTION PLAN 

The Academy has departmentalized instruction.  Each assistant principal has been given specific 
areas of instructional oversight.  Content leads have been assigned for each area and work closely 
with the director of secondary education and assistant principals to change and improve academic 
programming.  The director of secondary education also provides oversight and guidance to the 
school’s counseling program. 

Additionally, the Academy has increased the opportunities for teacher collaboration and co-
teaching to implement the math program.  Academic intervention services are being provided three 
times per week through the specific design and implementation of additional math courses through 
the collaborative effort of math teachers and school leadership. 
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GOAL 5: SCIENCE  

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE 
Summary of changes to the Elementary Science Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools will be unable to report state test proficiency rates or a district comparison. 
• However, in the absence of state test results, schools should report results from internally 

developed assessments, national norm-referenced tests, and/or any other evaluation method 
below.  When possible, schools report tabular data aligned to the narrative. 

The Academy recognizes that curriculum, instruction and assessment must be dynamic through 
this period. In evaluating the strengths of our current curriculum and the needs of our varying 
student populations, we recognize that modifications would be required. Some modifications are 
driven by safety considerations, whereas others are predicated on instructional value.  
 
The school will continue to use most of the curriculum outlined in the charter. However, electronic 
curriculum and instructional materials will supplement the hard copies which will be districted to 
students both in-person and those participating online. For those students participating 100% 
online, parents will be scheduled to pick up the hard copies including textbooks. Students in grades 
K-5 will also be provided access to virtual labs from Gizmos. Moreover, the school will use 
electronic curriculum materials from the McGraw-Hill, Inspire Science, outlined in the charter. 
Students in grades 6-12 including all Regents science courses (Living Environment, Physics, Earth 
Science and Chemistry) will be provided access to virtual labs in Science course using Smart 
Science published by Power Learning. 
 
Goal 5: Science 
All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the understanding and application of 
scientific reasoning. 

BACKGROUND 
The science curriculum used by the school during the 2018 – 2019 school year was the 
Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, Inspire textbook series in grades K-5, New York Science in grades 6-8, 
and Biology by Miller and Levine, for Living Environment in the high school. Students in grade 
K-8 receive three (3) forty-five minutes of instruction per week; one period is dedicated to lab 
activity and two (2) periods for theory. In the high school, the Science program at The Academy 
Charter School utilizes Biology by Miller and Levine, for Living Environment, Physics by Pearson 
for Physics, Chemistry by Pearson for Chemistry, Earth Science: The Physical Setting by 
Perfection Learning for Earth Science, and Marine Science by Pearson for Marine Biology to 
implement instruction. Students receive six (6) forty-five-minute periods of instruction per week; 
one period is dedicated to lab activity and five (5) periods for theory. Unit assessments and school-
designed interim assessments are used to measure students’ progress and inform instructional 
planning. 

METHOD 
The Academy did not administer a science assessment in the 2019-20 school year. 
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The Academy did not administer a science assessment in the 2019-20 school year. 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The Academy did not administer a science assessment in the 2019-20 school year, but in the two 
previous schools, 4th and 8th grade students enrolled at the school for at least two years exceeded 
the statewide goal of 75% proficiency on the State issued exams. 
 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year at 
Proficiency 

2017-18 2018-19 
Percent 

Proficient 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

4 95.3% 86 99.0% 99 
8 86.7% 75 84.9% 66 

All 91.3% 161 93.3% 165 

SUMMARY OF THE ELEMENTARY SCIENCE GOAL 
The Academy did not administer an interim assessment in science. Thus, a summary cannot be 
of the elementary science goal cannot be provided. 

ACTION PLAN 
For the 2020-21 school year, the school will continue to use New York Science in grades 6-8 but 
adopt the Mc Graw-Hill, Inspire Science in grades K-5 which are more clearly aligned to the 
Next Generation Science Standards.  For the 2020-21 school year, the school (K-8) will continue 
improve the quality of instruction by focusing more on lab instruction.   

HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE 
Summary of changes to the High School Science Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools do not need to report out on district comparison measures. 
• Schools do report on absolute Regents attainment in a modified format based on instructions 

below. 

 
Goal 5: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will score at least 65 on a 
New York State Regents science exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
New York State schools administer multiple high school science assessments; current Regent 
exams are Living Environment, Earth Science, Chemistry and Physics.  The school administered 
Living Environment, Earth Science, Chemistry and Physics.  It scores Regents on a scale from 0 
to 100; students must score at least 65 to pass.  This measure requires students in each 
Accountability Cohort to pass any one of the Regents science exams by their fourth year in the 
cohort.  Students may have taken a particular Regents science exam multiple times or have taken 
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multiple science exams.  Students have until the summer of their fourth year to pass a science 
exam.   
 
Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for the exam but were 
scheduled to sit for this exam in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam as well as the percentage of students passing among the students who sat for the exam. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The Academy’s 2016 cohort exceeded the target goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 
on the New York State Regents science exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 
 

Science Regents Passing Rate with a Score of 65  
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort6  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort  
(a) 

Number 
Exempted with 
No Valid Score  

(b) 

Number Passing 
with at Least a 65  

(c) 

Percent Passing Among 
Students with Valid Score 

(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2016-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 15 80 100% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
Science Regents Passing Rate with a score of 65 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number 

in Cohort 
Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2016 110 65.5% 98 81.6% 95 100% 
2017 119 76.5% 100 85.0% 95 97.9% 
2018   140 74.3% 142 88.7% 
2019     169 92.3% 

 
As shown by data in the chart above, students through the 2019 cohort are already exceeding the 
goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 on the New York State Regents science exam by 
the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. Thus, the school has already met this measure’s 
target for the next three academic years. 
 
Goal 5: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort passing a Regents science exam 
with a score of 65 or above will exceed that of the high school Total Cohort from the school district 
of comparison. 

 
6 Based on the highest score for each student on any science Regents exam 
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Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
As shown in the chart above, each high school graduation cohort enrolled at The Academy in the 
2019-20 school year have already exceeded the goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 
on the New York State Regents science exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 
Thus, there is conclusive data showing that the school is maintaining a high level of performance 
on the Regents science exam. 

GOAL 6: SOCIAL STUDIES 
Summary of changes to the Social Studies Goal due to the Covid-19 school closure: 

• Schools do not need to report out on district comparison measures. 
• Schools do report on absolute Regents attainment in a modified format based on instructions 

below. 

 
Goal 6: Social Studies 

All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the understanding and application of social 
studies. 

 
Goal 6: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will score at least 65 on 
the New York State Regents U.S. History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 
New York State administers two high school social studies assessments: U.S. History and Global 
History.  In order to graduate, students must pass both of these Regents exams with a score of 65 
or higher.  This measure requires students in each Accountability Cohort to pass the two exams by 
the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.  Students may have taken the exams multiple 
times and have until the summer of their fourth year to pass it.  Once students pass it, performance 
on subsequent administrations of the same exam do not affect their status as passing.   
 
Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for the exam but were 
scheduled to sit for this exam in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam as well as the percentage of students passing among the students who sat for the exam. 
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RESULTS 
The Academy’s 2016 cohort exceeded the target goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 
on the New York State Regents United States History exam by the completion of their fourth year 
in the cohort. 
 

U.S. History Regents Passing Rate with a Score of 65  
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort  
(a) 

Number 
Exempted with 
No Valid Score  

(b) 

Number Passing 
with at Least a 65  

(c) 

Percent Passing Among 
Students with Valid Score 

(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2016-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 18 71 92.2% 

EVALUATION 
The Academy’s 2016 cohort exceeded the target goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 
on the New York State Regents United States History exam by the completion of their fourth year 
in the cohort by 17.2 percentage points. 
 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
U.S. History Regents Passing Rate with a score of 65 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number 

in Cohort 
Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2016 110 62.7% 98 74.5% 95 93.7% 
2017 119 80.7% 100 88.0% 95 94.7% 
2018   140 77.1% 142 81.7% 
2019     169 98.2% 

 
As shown by data in the chart above, students through the 2019 cohort are already exceeding the 
goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 on the New York State Regents United States 
History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 
 
Goal 6: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent to students in the high school Total Cohort passing the Regents U.S. History 
exam with a score of 65 or above will exceed that of the high school Total Cohort from the school 
district of comparison. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 
 
Goal 6: Absolute Measure 
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Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will score at least 65 on 
the New York State Regents Global History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the 
cohort. 

METHOD 
This measure requires students in each Accountability Cohort to pass the Global History exam by 
the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.  Students may have taken the exam multiple 
times, and had until the summer of their fourth year to pass it.  Once students pass it, performance 
on subsequent administrations of the same exam do not affect their status as passing.   
 
Due to the state’s cancellation of June 2020 and August 2020 administrations of the Regents, 
some students in the 2016 Cohort who had not previously sat for the exam but were 
scheduled to sit for this exam in 2020 would be exempted from the graduation requirement.  
As such, the school should report both the number of students who were exempted from the 
exam as well as the percentage of students passing among the students who sat for the exam. 

RESULTS 
The Academy’s 2016 cohort exceeded the target goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 
on the New York State Regents Global History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the 
cohort. 
 

Global History Regents Passing Rate with a Score of 65  
by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 
Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort  
(a) 

Number 
Exempted with 
No Valid Score  

(b) 

Number Passing 
with at Least a 65  

(c) 

Percent Passing Among 
Students with Valid Score 

(c)/(a-b) 

2014 2017-18 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2015 2016-19 N/A 0 N/A N/A 
2016 2019-20 95 12 82 98.8% 

EVALUATION 
The Academy’s 2016 cohort exceeded the target goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 
on the New York State Regents Global History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the 
cohort by 23.8 percentage points. 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
Global History Regents Passing Rate with a score of 65 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 
Number 

in Cohort 
Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2016 N/A N/A 98 86.7 95 98.9% 
2017 N/A N/A 100 N/A 95 95.8% 
2018   140 N/A 142 N/A 
2019     169 N/A 
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As shown by data in the chart above, students through the 2017 cohort are already exceeding the 
goal of 75 percent of students scoring at least 65 on the New York State Regents Global History 
exam. Thus, the school has already met next year’s goal for his cohort. 

 
Goal 6: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort passing the Regents Global 
History exam with a score of 65 or above will exceed that of the high school Total Cohort from the 
school district of comparison. 

Due to the fact that the state does not finalize high school outcome data until later in the school 
year and data prior to 2019-20 are not suitable for comparison, the calculation of this measure is 
not required. 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
For the reasons stated above, this measurement is not required.



2019-20 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT 

The Academy Charter School – Hempstead 2019-20 Accountability Plan Progress Report                                       
Page 44 of 44 

GOAL 7: ESSA 
The 2019-20 ESSA Goal remains unchanged due to the Covid-19 school closure. The 2019-20 
accountability status based on 2018-19 results and can be found by navigating to the school 
report card available here. 
 
Goal 7: Absolute Measure 

Under the state’s ESSA accountability system, the school is in good standing:  the state has not 
identified the school for comprehensive or targeted improvement.   

METHOD 
Because all students are expected to meet the state's performance standards, the federal statute 
stipulates that various sub-populations and demographic categories of students among all tested 
students must meet the state standard in and of themselves aside from the overall school results.  
As New York State, like all states, is required to establish a specific system for making these 
determinations for its public schools, charter schools do not have latitude in establishing their own 
performance levels or criteria of success for meeting the ESSA accountability requirements.  Each 
year, the state issues School Report Cards that indicate a school’s status under the state 
accountability system. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The school met its ESSA goal of good standing for the 2019-20 school year. 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 
The Academy met its ESSA status goal for the last three years. 
 

Accountability Status by Year 
Year Status 

2017-18 Good Standing 
2018-19 Good Standing 
2019-20 Good Standing 

  


