
2018-19 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT   

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
2018-19 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN 

PROGRESS REPORT 

Submitted to the SUNY Charter Schools Institute on: 

October 7, 2019 

By D. Mitchell 

30 Watervliet Avenue 
Albany, New York 12206 

(518) 432-4300 



2018-19 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT   

Mr. Dustin Mitchell, Head of School, prepared this 2017-18 Accountability Progress Report on 
behalf of the school’s board of trustees: 

 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 
Saleem Cheeks Chair, Finance 

Brian Backstrom Secretary, Finance 
Bob Pistilli Treasurer, Finance 

Juanita Nabors Trustee 
Bramble Buran Trustee 

Latoya Taitt Trustee 
Sharon Victoria DeSilva Trustee 

Mike Strianese Trustee 
 

Mr. Mitchell has served as the Head of School since December 2018.  



2018-19 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT   

The mission of the Henry Johnson Charter School (“Henry Johnson” or “HJCS”) is to ensure that all 
scholars reach the highest levels of scholastic achievement in an environment that instills character, 
virtue, and “habits of mind” that ensure success within and outside of the classroom: diligence, courage, 
respect, self-reliance, duty and responsibility. HJCS was chartered in 2005 and opened for operation in 
2007. Currently, the school serves approximately 375 students in grades K-4. Over 99% of the students 
are African American or Latino, and over 90% of the student body is economically disadvantaged and 
receive free or reduced lunch. 
 

 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 

School Year K 1 2 3 4 Total 

2014-15 81 79 68 80 81 389 

2015-16 84 79 83 72 77 395 

2016-17 63 77 80 77 69 366 

2017-18 61 65 71 65 65 327 

2018-19 78 73 69 59 54 333 

 

GOAL 1: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

All students at the Henry Johnson Charter School (HJCS) will become proficient in 
reading and writing of the English Language. 

BACKGROUND 
For the 2018 - 2019 school year K-2 continued to utilize Core Knowledge Language Arts, CKLA. Both 
the Skills and Listening and Learning portion were implemented at the beginning of the school year. 
Grades 3-4 continued to utilize the Expeditionary Learning Modules (from EngageNY) and they too 
were implemented at the beginning of the school year. These materials are aligned to Common 
Core State Standards and provided teachers with a common set of resources to maintain 
consistency in instruction across classrooms at each grade level.  

The ELA block lasts for three hours. In grades K-2 the three hours are split between Skills, Listening 
and Learning, Daily 5, and Writing. In grades 3-4 the three hours are split between the ELA Modules, 
Daily 5, and Writing.  

In 18-19 assessments in grades 1-4 were adjusted to align with the overall format and question 
types of New York State assessments in order to provide more valid indicators as to how scholars 
were performing by standard. Additionally, each assessment was to contain at least three questions 
per standard, and they had to be preapproved.  

Our instructional framework, Gradual Release of Responsibility (GRR), was shifted slightly so that 
during the “We do together” portion all scholars would practice the skill/strategy while the teacher 
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checked for understanding. This allowed teachers to identify misconceptions early on in their 
instruction and cycle back to the “I do-you watch” as needed.  

In ELA we narrowed the focus of our instruction and created additional resources to assist scholar’s 
attainment of skills/strategies from within the standards. For example, by narrowing our focus we 
were able to teach in more depth and provide many more instructional supports such as anchor 
charts scholars could use as resources as we worked through content. The anchor charts helped 
teachers make their instruction even more explicit and helped scholars use the resources available 
to them when they were struggling. 

 

Goal 1: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at or 
above proficiency on the New York State English language arts examination for grades 3-8.   

METHOD 
The school administered the New York State Testing Program English language arts (“ELA”) 
assessment to students in grades 3 and 4 in April 2019.  Each student’s raw score has been 
converted to a grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.   

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed 
breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students 
according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second year (defined as 
enrolled by BEDS day of the previous school year).   

2018-19 State English Language Arts Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

  Grade 
Total 

Tested 
Not Tested1 Total 

Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 
3 63   2 2 67 
4 53    2 55 

All 116   2 4 122 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
HJCS did not meet this goal, as 56% of students enrolled in at least their second year were proficient 
on the NYSTP ELA exam.  

 

Performance on 2018-19 State English Language Arts Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 
1 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 43 63 44 50 
4 60 53 67 49 

All  51 116 56 99 
 

Goal 1: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (“PI”) on the State English language arts exam 
will meet that year’s state Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

METHOD 
In New York State, ESSA school performance goals are met by showing that an absolute proportion 
of a school's students who have taken the English language arts test have scored at the partially 
proficient, or proficient and advanced performance levels (Levels 2 or 3 & 4).  The percentage of 
students at each of these three levels is used to calculate a PI and determine if the school has met 
the MIP set each year by the state’s ESSA accountability system.  To achieve this measure, all tested 
students must have a PI value that equals or exceeds the state’s 2018-19 English language arts MIP 
for all students of 105.  The PI is the sum of the percent of students in all tested grades combined 
scoring at Level 2, plus two times the percent of students scoring at Level 3, plus two-and-a-half 
times the percent of students scoring at Level 4.  Thus, the highest possible PI is 250.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
HJCS successfully met this measure. The school earned a performance level of 148 in comparison an 
MIP of 104.8 for all students. 

English Language Arts 2018-19 Performance Index 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level  
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

116 11 34 47 8  
      
  PI = 34 + 47 + 8 = 89  
        47 + 8 = 55  
         + 4 = 4  
           PI 

 
= 
 

148  

 

Goal 1: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state English language arts exam will be greater than that of all 
students in the same tested grades in the school district of comparison. 



2018-19 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT   

METHOD 
A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in the 
public-school district of comparison.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in which 
the school had tested students in at least their second year at the school and the total result for all 
students at the corresponding grades in the school district.2 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
Henry Johnson Charter School successfully met this goal with twice the percentage of students 
earning proficiency on the NYSTP ELA exam as the local district. 

2018-19 State English Language Arts Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 

Grade 

Percent of Students at or Above Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year 
All District Students 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

3 44 50 31 698 
4 67 49 25 654 

All 56 99 28 1325 
 

Goal 1: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state English language 
arts exam by an effect size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to a meaningful 
degree) according to a regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students 
among all public schools in New York State. 

METHOD 
The SUNY Charter Schools Institute (“Institute”) conducts a comparative performance analysis, 
which compares the school’s performance to that of demographically similar public schools 
statewide.  The Institute uses a regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.   The Institute compares the 
school’s actual performance to the predicted performance of public schools with a similar 
concentration of economically disadvantaged students.  The difference between the school’s actual 
and predicted performance, relative to other schools with similar economically disadvantaged 
statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size of 0.3, or performing higher than expected to a 
meaningful degree, is the requirement for achieving this measure.   

 
2 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its database containing grade level 
ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the release of the data on its News 
Release webpage. 
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Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the demands of the 
data analysis, the 2018-19 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the 
most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
Henry Johnson Charter School performed higher than expected to a large degree earning an overall 
effect size of 1.70. 

2017-18 English Language Arts Comparative Performance by Grade Level 

Grade 
Percent 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Number 
Tested 

Percent of Students 
at Levels 3&4 

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted 

Effect  
Size 

Actual Predicted 
3 92.1 61 54.1 37.2 16.9 .95 
4 95.7 59 78 33.4 44.5 2.48 

All 93.8 120 65.8 35.3 30.5 1.70 
 

School’s Overall Comparative Performance: 

Higher than expected to a large degree 

 

 
Goal 1: Growth Measure3  

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile in 
English language arts for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the target of 50.   

METHOD 
This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one year to 
the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the same score in 
the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state exam in 2017-18 and also 
have a state exam score from 2016-17 including students who were retained in the same grade.  
Students with the same 2016-17 score are ranked by their 2017-18 score and assigned a percentile 
based on their relative growth in performance (student growth percentile).  Students’ growth 
percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order for a 
school to perform above the target for this measure, it must have a mean growth percentile greater 
than 50. 

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2018-19 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the most recent Growth Model data available.4   

 
3 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation. 

4 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s Business Portal: portal.nysed.gov. 
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The school’s 2017-18 mean growth percentile was 76. This clearly exceeded the state median 
growth percentile of 50.0.  

2017-18 English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level 

Grade 
Mean Growth Percentile 

School Target 
4 76 50.0 

All 76 50.0 

SUMMARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL 
HJCS successfully met 4 out of 5 ELA goals as outlined in the table below. 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York State English 
language arts exam for grades 3-8.  - 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate PI on the state’s English language arts 
exam will meet that year’s state MIP as set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. + 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year and performing at proficiency on the state English 
language arts exam will be greater than that of students in the same tested 
grades in the school district of comparison.  

+ 
Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the 
state English language arts exam by an effect size of 0.3 or above 
(performing higher than expected to a meaningful degree) according to a 
regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students 
among all public schools in New York State. (Using 2017-18 results.) 

+ 
Growth 

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean unadjusted 
growth percentile in English language arts for all tested students in grades 
4-8 will be above the target of 50. (Using 2017-18 results.)  + 

ACTION PLAN 
The school will take several steps to maintain or improve academic performance in mathematics 
based on the specific results associated with this goal. An outline focusing on strategic interventions 
including providing enhanced support or program revisions for explicit grades, cohorts or sub-
populations are below. 

 Many scholars enter HJCS with no Pre-K. HJCS utilizes a multi-person department for AIS. 
Previously, the focus has been on grades 3 & 4. Moving forward, the AIS department will 
concentrate their efforts on grades K&1. This will prevent the scholars from spending the 
early childhood years (k-2) below grade level.  

 In order to ensure that the assessment content and scoring process are valid and reliable, a 
Comprehensive Assessment Program was developed. Numerous instructors volunteered to 
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align regular internal assessments to the NYSTP in terms of rigor and pacing with a focus on 
utilizing the multitude of formative and summative assessment data from throughout the 
year to target support for teachers and ensure teachers effectively meet students’ needs. 

 i-Ready implementation occurred across all grades to provide a norm referenced growth 
measurement. i-Ready makes the promise of differentiated instruction a practical reality for 
teachers and students. It was designed to get students excited about learning and to 
support teachers in the challenge of meeting the needs of all learners. Through the power 
of one intuitive system whose pieces were built from the ground up to work together, 
teachers have the tools they need to ensure students are on the road to proficiency. i-Ready 
integrates powerful assessments and rich insights with effective and engaging instruction in 
reading and mathematics to address students’ individual needs. It empowers teachers every 
day to make more informed instructional decisions while motivating students with access to 
their own personalized path to growth.  

 Restructuring of coaches by the new Head of School to allow a Principal to oversee the 
instructional coaches with the addition of an instruction framework with rubric as a tool to 
improve results. 

 The addition of at least 1 new Early Childhood Instructional Coach (ECIC) will further the 
benefits to the academic program. 

 Consistent teacher scoring and grading alignment to the NYSTP is critical to the future 
success of HJCS. Work will be done to evaluate the current alignment and improve 
consistency across all grades and departments. 

 To hold teachers and leaders accountable for student achievement, school wide evaluations 
have been developed and are to be implemented during the 2019-20 academic year. With 
multiple evaluation meetings per year, staff will be familiar with what they are being 
evaluated on and how they are being evaluated.    

 

GOAL 2: MATHEMATICS 

All students at the Henry Johnson Charter School will become proficient in 
mathematics. 

BACKGROUND 
Kindergarten through fourth grade continued to use Eureka math program (EngageNY modules) as 
their primary math resource. Using our instructional framework, teachers create daily, 60- minute 
lessons that outline learning experiences designed to foster deep understanding of concepts and 
the development of skills necessary for meeting and exceeding the Common Core State Standards 
for Mathematics Content and Practice. Teachers focused on a deeper understanding of fewer 
topics. Assessments were created using NYS released items so that teachers gained a better 
understanding of scholar mastery of individual standards. The grading of short and extended 
response items was normed during professional learning communities using the NYS two and three-
point rubric. 
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Goal 2:  Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at 
proficiency on the New York State mathematics examination for grades 3-8.  

METHOD 
The school administered the New York State Testing Program mathematics assessment to students 
in 3rd through 4th grade in April 2019.  Each student’s raw score has been converted to a grade-
specific scaled score and a performance level.   

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed 
breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students 
according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second year.  

2018-19 State Mathematics Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

Grade 
Total 

Tested 
Not Tested5 Total 

Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 
3 63   2 2 67 
4 52   2 1 55 

All 115   4 3 122 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
HJCS did not meet this goal, as 45% of students enrolled in at least their second year were proficient 
on the NYSTP ELA exam.  

 

Performance on 2018-19 State Mathematics Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 41 63 42 50 
4 50 52 48 48 

All  45 115 45 98 
 

 
5 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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Goal 2:  Absolute Measure 

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (“PI”) on the state mathematics exam will 
meet that year’s state Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

METHOD 
In New York State, ESSA school performance goals are met by showing that an absolute proportion 
of a school's students who have taken the mathematics test have scored at the partially proficient, 
or proficient and advanced performance levels (Levels 2 or 3 & 4).  The percentage of students at 
each of these three levels is used to calculate a PI and determine if the school has met the MIP set 
each year by the state’s ESSA accountability system.  To achieve this measure, all tested students 
must have a PI value that equals or exceeds the state’s 2018-19 mathematics MIP for all students of 
107.  The PI is the sum of the percent of students in all tested grades combined scoring at Level 2, 
plus two times the percent of students scoring at Level 3, plus two-and-a-half times the percent of 
students scoring at Level 4.  Thus, the highest possible PI is 250.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
HJCS successfully met this measure. The school earned a performance level of 143 compared to an 
MIP of 107.3 as evidenced by the table below. 

Mathematics 2017-18 Performance Level Index (PI)  

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level  
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

 12 43 30 16  
      
  PI = 43 + 30 + 16 = 89  
        30 + 

+ 
16 
8 

= 
= 

46 
8 

 

           PI = 143  
 

Goal 2:  Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state mathematics exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the school district of comparison. 

METHOD 
A school compares the performance of tested students enrolled in at least their second year to that 
of all tested students in the public-school district of comparison.  Comparisons are between the 
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results for each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year at the 
school and the total result for all students at the corresponding grades in the school district.6 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
Henry Johnson Charter School successfully met this goal 

2018-19 State Mathematics Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level  

Grade 

Percent of Students at or Above Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year 
All District Students 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

3 42 50 31 707 
4 48 48 24 655 

All 45 98 28 1362 
 

Goal 2:  Comparative Measure 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state mathematics exam 
by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to a meaningful degree) 
according to a regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State. 

METHOD 
The Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which compares the school’s 
performance to that of demographically similar public schools statewide.  The Institute uses a 
regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State.   The Institute compares the school’s actual performance to the 
predicted performance of public schools with a similar concentration of economically 
disadvantaged students.  The difference between the school’s actual and predicted performance, 
relative to other schools with similar economically disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  
An Effect Size of 0.3, or performing higher than expected to a meaningful degree, is the 
requirement for achieving this measure. 

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the demands of the 
data analysis, the 2017-18 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the 
most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
Henry Johnson Charter School performed higher than expected to a meaningful degree earning an 
overall effect size of 0.60. 

 
6 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its database containing grade level 
ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the release of the data on its News 
Release webpage. 
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2017-18 Mathematics Comparative Performance by Grade Level 

Grade 
Percent 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Number 
Tested 

Percent of Students 
at Levels 3&4 

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted 

Effect  
Size 

Actual Predicted 
3 92.1 58 53.4 40.0 13.4 0.65 
4 95.7 57 42.1 31.4 10.7 0.56 

All 93.9 115 47.8 35.7 12.1 0.60 
 

School’s Overall Comparative Performance: 

Higher than expected to a meaningful degree 

 

Goal 2: Growth Measure7  

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile in 
mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the target of 50.   

METHOD 
This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one year to 
the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the same score in 
the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state exam in 2017-18 and also 
have a state exam score in 2016-17 including students who were retained in the same grade.  
Students with the same 2016-17 scores are ranked by their 2017-18 scores and assigned a 
percentile based on their relative growth in performance (student growth percentile).  Students’ 
growth percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order 
for a school to meet the measure, the school would have to achieve a mean growth percentile 
above the target of 50. 

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2018-19 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the most recent Growth Model data available.8   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
The school’s 2017-18 mean growth percentile was 70.5. This clearly exceeded the state median 
growth percentile of 50.0.  

2017-18 Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level 

Grade 
Mean Growth Percentile 

School Target 
4 70.5 50.0 

All 70.5 50.0 

 
7 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation. 

8 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s business portal: portal.nysed.gov. 
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SUMMARY OF THE MATHEMATICS GOAL 
HJCS successfully met 4 out of 5 mathematics’ goals as outlined in the table below. 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York State 
mathematics exam for grades 3-8.  - 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate PI on the state’s English language arts 
exam will meet that year’s state MIP as set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. + 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year and performing at proficiency on the state mathematics 
exam will be greater than that of students in the same tested grades in the 
school district of comparison.  

+ 
Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the 
state mathematics exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing 
higher than expected to a meaningful degree) according to a regression 
analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State. (Using 2017-18 results.) 

+ 
Growth 

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean unadjusted 
growth percentile in mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will 
be above the target of 50. (Using the 2017-18 results.)   + 

 

ACTION PLAN 
The school will take several steps to maintain or improve academic performance in mathematics 
based on the specific results associated with this goal. An outline focusing on strategic interventions 
including providing enhanced support or program revisions for explicit grades, cohorts or sub-
populations are below. 

 Many scholars enter HJCS with no Pre-K. HJCS utilizes a multi-person department for AIS. 
Previously, the focus has been on grades 3 & 4. Moving forward, the AIS department will 
concentrate their efforts on grades K&1. This will prevent the scholars from spending the 
early childhood years (k-2) below grade level.  

 In order to ensure that the assessment content and scoring process are valid and reliable, a 
Comprehensive Assessment Program was developed. Numerous instructors volunteered to 
align regular internal assessments to the NYSTP in terms of rigor and pacing with a focus on 
utilizing the multitude of formative and summative assessment data from throughout the 
year to target support for teachers and ensure teachers effectively meet students’ needs. 

 i-Ready implementation occurred across all grades to provide a norm referenced growth 
measurement. i-Ready makes the promise of differentiated instruction a practical reality for 
teachers and students. It was designed to get students excited about learning and to 
support teachers in the challenge of meeting the needs of all learners. Through the power 
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of one intuitive system whose pieces were built from the ground up to work together, 
teachers have the tools they need to ensure students are on the road to proficiency. i-Ready 
integrates powerful assessments and rich insights with effective and engaging instruction in 
reading and mathematics to address students’ individual needs. It empowers teachers every 
day to make more informed instructional decisions while motivating students with access to 
their own personalized path to growth. 

 Restructuring of coaches by the new Head of School to allow a Principal to oversee the 
instructional coaches with the addition of an instruction framework with rubric as a tool to 
improve results. A separate math instructional coach may be added in the future. 

 Consistent teacher scoring and grading alignment to the NYSTP is critical to the future 
success of HJCS. Work will be done to evaluate the current alignment and improve 
consistency across all grades and departments. 

 To hold teachers and leaders accountable for student achievement, school wide evaluations 
have been developed and are to be implemented during the 2019-20 academic year. With 
multiple evaluation meetings per year, staff should be familiar with what they are being 
evaluated on and how they are being evaluated.    

 

GOAL 3: SCIENCE 

All students at Henry Johnson Charter School will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of scientific reasoning. 

BACKGROUND 
Henry Johnson Charter School used the Interactive Science program developed by Pearson. 
Interactive Science features multiple levels of inquiry scaffolded to provide access for all scholars. 
Every grade level taught science two to three times a week. In grades three and four teachers 
supplemented with additional hands-on science labs. 

Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at or 
above proficiency on the New York State science examination. 

METHOD 
The school administered the New York State Testing Program science assessment to students in 4th 
grade in spring 2019.  The school converted each student’s raw score to a performance level and a 
grade-specific scaled score.  The criterion for success on this measure requires students enrolled in 
at least their second year to score at proficiency.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
HJCS successfully met this goal with 94% of students enrolled in at least their second year 
demonstrating proficiency on the NYS grade 4 science exam. 
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Charter School Performance on 2018-19 State Science Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grade 
Percent of Students at Proficiency of Students in At 

Least 2nd Year 
Percent Proficient Number Tested 

4 94 48 
All 94 48 

 

Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year and performing at 
proficiency on the state science exam will be greater than that of all students in the same tested 
grades in the school district of comparison. 

METHOD 
The school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in 
the public-school district of comparison.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in 
which the school had tested students in at least their second year and the results for the respective 
grades in the school district of comparison.  Given the timing of the state’s release of district 
science data, the 2018-19 comparative data may not yet be available.  If not, schools should report 
comparison to the district’s 2017-18 data. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
HJCS successfully met this goal. With 94 percent of the enrolled grade 4 students, Henry Johnson 
Charter School outperformed the local district by +24 percentage points. 

2018-19 State Science Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 

 

Grade 

Percent of Students at Proficiency 
Charter School Students 

In At Least 2nd Year 
All District Students9 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

4 94 48 70 476 
All 94 48 70 476 

 

SUMMARY OF THE SCIENCE GOAL 
HJCS successfully met 100% of the science goals as outlined in the table below. 

 
9 This table uses the prior year’s results as 2018-19 district science scores are not yet available. 
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Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at 
least their second year will perform at or above proficiency 
on the New York State examination. + 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at 
least their second year and performing at proficiency on the 
state exam will be greater than that of all students in the 
same tested grades in the school district of comparison. 

+ 
 

ACTION PLAN 
The school will take several steps to maintain or improve academic performance in mathematics 
based on the specific results associated with this goal. An outline focusing on strategic interventions 
including providing enhanced support or program revisions for explicit grades, cohorts or sub-
populations are below. 

 In order to ensure that the assessment content and scoring process are valid and reliable, a 
Comprehensive Assessment Program was developed. Over a dozen instructors volunteered 
to align regular internal assessments to the NYSTP in terms of rigor and pacing with a focus 
on utilizing the multitude of formative and summative assessment data from throughout 
the year to target support for teachers and ensure teachers effectively meet students’ 
needs. 

 Restructuring of coaches by the new Head of School to allow a Principal to oversee the 
instructional coaches. The addition of at least 1 new Early Childhood Instructional Coach 
(ECIC) will further the benefits to the academic program. 

 Consistent teacher scoring and grading alignment to the NYSTP is critical to the future 
success of HJCS. Work will be done to evaluate the current alignment and improve 
consistency across all grades and departments. 

GOAL 4: ESSA 

Goal 4: ESSA 

The school will remain in good standing according to the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

Under the state’s ESSA accountability system, the school is in good standing:  the state has not 
identified the school for comprehensive or targeted improvement.   

METHOD 
Because all students are expected to meet the state's performance standards, the federal statute 
stipulates that various sub-populations and demographic categories of students among all tested 
students must meet the state standard in and of themselves aside from the overall school results.  



2018-19 ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN PROGRESS REPORT   

As New York State, like all states, is required to establish a specific system for making these 
determinations for its public schools, charter schools do not have latitude in establishing their own 
performance levels or criteria of success for meeting the ESSA accountability requirements.  Each 
year, the state issues School Report Cards that indicate a school’s status under the state 
accountability system. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 
Like all previous years, HJCS was identified as a school in good standing again in 2018-19. 

 


