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The mission of all Ascend schools is to equip our students with the knowledge, confidence, and 
character to succeed in college and beyond. By offering a rich liberal arts education in a supportive 
environment, we animate children’s natural sense of curiosity and prepare students to think on 
their own, thrive on their own, and engage the world as informed, responsible citizens. 

At Ascend, our mission is to provide an extraordinary education to the children of Brooklyn, placing 
them firmly on a path to success in college and beyond. Our model focuses on developing in our 
students critical thinking skills and a sense of agency and independence. Ascend’s value proposition 
rests on three pillars. 

1. A rich and rigorous liberal arts curriculum that drives student achievement 
2. A warm, joyful school culture built on Responsive Classroom and, in the high school, a 

restorative practices model, both of which foster student independence and agency 
3. A commitment to operate truly public schools 

Brooklyn Ascend opened in September 2008 and has since grown to serve students in kindergarten 
through grade 12. Brooklyn Ascend is located in Community School District 18 in Brooklyn.1 In 
school year (SY) 2018-19, 86 percent of students were eligible for free and reduced-priced lunch, 98 
percent were black or Latino, 14 percent were special education students, and one percent were 
English language learners.  

 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 

School 
Year 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

2014-15 134 137 133 136 113 110 81 80 52     976 

2015-16 140 139 143 144 142 106 107 78 82 69    1150 

2016-17 146 147 142 148 132 121 103 108 79 72 63   1261 

2017-18 143 145 147 143 135 109 111 107 108 111 65 60  1384 

2018-19 149 148 144 142 148 112 113 115 109 139 99 57 61 1536 

HIGH SCHOOL COHORTS 

ACCOUNTABILITY COHORT 

The state’s Accountability Cohort consists specifically of students who are in their fourth year of 
high school after entering the 9th grade.  For example, the 2015 state Accountability Cohort consists 
of students who entered the 9th grade anywhere sometime during the 2015-16 school year, were 
enrolled in the school on the state’s annual enrollment-determination day (i.e., BEDS day) in the 
2018-19 school year, and either remained in the school for the rest of the year or left for an 

                                                        
1 Brooklyn Ascend Lower School is located in Community School District (CSD) 18. Brooklyn Ascend Middle School’s 
site is located in CSD 17, and Brooklyn Ascend High School in CSD 23. For accountability purposes, Brooklyn Ascend 
is compared to CSD 18.  
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acceptable reason.  (See New York State Education Department’s SIRS Manual for more details 
about cohort eligibility and acceptable exit reasons: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/ht) 

The following table indicates the number of students in the Accountability Cohorts who are in their 
fourth year of high school and were enrolled at the school on BEDS Day in October and remained in 
the school until June 30th of that year. 

 

Fourth-Year High School Accountability Cohorts 

Fourth 
Year 

Cohort 

Year Entered 
9th Grade 
Anywhere 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number of Students 
Enrolled on BEDS Day in 
October of the Cohort’s 

Fourth Year  

Number  
Leaving 

During the 
School Year 

Number in 
Accountability 
Cohort as of 

June 30th 

2016-17 2013-14 2013 0 0 0 

2017-18 2014-15 2014 0 0 0 

2018-19 2015-16 2015 63 1 62 

 

TOTAL COHORT FOR GRADUATION 

Students are also included in the Total Cohort for Graduation (referred to as the Graduation Cohort, 
Total Graduation Cohort, or Total Cohort interchangeably throughout this report) based on the year 
they first enter the 9th grade.   Students enrolled for at least one day in the school after entering the 
9th grade are part of the school’s Graduation Cohort.  The school may remove students from the 
Graduation Cohort if the school has discharged those students for an acceptable reason listed in the 
SIRS manual, including the following:  if they transfer to another public or private diploma-granting 
program with documentation, transfer to home schooling by a parent or guardian, transfer to 
another district or school, transfer by court order, leave the U.S., or are deceased. 

 

Fourth Year Total Cohort for Graduation 

Fourth 
Year  

Cohort 

Year 
Entered 

9th Grade 
Anywhere 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number of Students 
Graduated or 

Enrolled on June 
30th of  the Cohort’s 

Fourth Year 
(a) 

 Number of Students No Longer 
at the School Who Had Been 
Enrolled for at Least One Day 

Prior to Leaving the School and 
Who Were Not Discharged for 

an Acceptable Reason  
(b) 

Total 
Graduation 

Cohort 
(a) + (b) 

2016-17 2013-14 2013 0 0 0 

2017-18 2014-15 2014 0 0 0 

2018-19 2015-16 2015 62 0 62 

 

Fifth Year Total Cohort for Graduation 

Fifth 
Year  

Cohort 

Year 
Entered 

9th Grade 
Anywhere 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number of 
Students 

Graduated or 
Enrolled on June 

30th of the Cohort’s 
Fifth Year  

Number of Students No Longer 
at the School Who Had Been 
Enrolled for at Least One Day 

Prior to Leaving the School and 
Who Were Not Discharged for 

an Acceptable Reason   

Total 
Graduation 

Cohort 
(a) + (b) 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/


 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School 2018-19 Accountability Plan Progress Report Page 4 of 62 

 

(a) (b) 

2016-17 2012-13 2012 0 0 0 

2017-18 2013-14 2013 0 0 0 

2018-19 2014-15 2014 0 0 0 

GOAL 1: HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

GOAL 1: HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School students will remain on the path to graduation from high school.  

 

Goal 1: Leading Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in first and second year high school Total Graduation Cohorts will 
earn at least ten credits (if 44 needed for graduation) or five credits (if 22 needed for graduation) 
each year. 

METHOD 

This measure serves as a leading indicator of the performance of the high school cohort and 
examines students’ progress toward graduation based on annual credit accumulation.  The measure 
requires that, based on the school’s promotion requirements, 75 percent of the first and second 
year high school Total Graduation Cohorts will earn the required number of credits. 

 

As a college-preparatory school, Brooklyn Ascend High School expects its students to exceed 
minimum state requirements for graduation: 

- 44 credits (one credit is earned per semester for each full-time course that receives a passing 
grade of 65 or higher, and students are expected to earn a specific number of credits in each 
subject area.)  

- Regents 4+1 requirements 

- 50 hours of community service 

The following courses were offered were offered for credit in SY 2018-19: 

• English I 

• English II 

• English III 

• English IV 

• AP Literature 

• AP Language 

• Algebra I 

• Geometry 

• Algebra II 

• Pre-calculus 
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• AP Statistics 

• Physics 

• Chemistry 

• AP Biology 

• Maker 

• Global History I 

• Global History II 

• US History 

• AP US History I 

• Government and Economics 

• Spanish I 

• Spanish II 

• Spanish III 

• The Spectrum of Art 

• College Seminar 9/10/11/12 

• Health 

• Physical Education 

• Critical Reading and Math 

• Advanced Art 

• The Components of Arts 

• Contemporary Media Analysis 

• Weight Training 

• Sociology 

• Mock Trial 

• Student Justice Panel Training 

• History of Hip-hop 

• eCybermission 

• Financial Literacy 

 

Students at risk of not meeting promotion standards will be notified in January or February. 
Students who do not meet promotion requirements in June have the opportunity to attend 
summer school and be promoted in August if promotion standards are met at that time.  

Grade level Minimum credits 

9 8 

10 20 

11 30 

12 44 
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In SY 2017-18, 97 percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2017 Total Cohort (students in their 
second year) earned the required number of credits; 96 percent of students in the 2018 Total 
Cohort (students in their first year) earned the required number. The school met the measure. 

Percent of Students in First and Second Year Cohorts  

Earning the Required Number of Credits in 2018-19 

Cohort 
Designation 

Number in 
Cohort during 

2018-19 

Percent 
promoted  

2017 98 97% 

2018 127 96% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

The school also met this measure in SY 2016-17, when promotion rates for the first and second year 
Total Cohorts were 94 percent and 88 percent, respectively; and in SY 2017-18, when promotion 
rates for the first and second year Total Cohorts were 98 percent and 96 percent, respectively. 

Goal 1: Leading Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the second year high school Total Graduation Cohort will score 
at or above proficient on at least three different New York State Regents exams required for 
graduation.   

METHOD 

This measure serves as a leading indicator of the performance of high school cohorts and examines 
their progress towards graduation based on Regents exam passage.  The measure requires that 75 
percent of students in each Graduation Cohort have passed at least three Regents exams by their 
second year in the cohort.  In August of 2019, the 2017 cohort will have completed its second year. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In SY 2018-19, 38 percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the school’s Second Year (2017) Total 
Cohort passed at least three Regents exams required for graduation. The school did not meet the 
measure. 

Percent of Students in their Second Year Passing Three Regents Exams by Cohort 

Cohort 
Designation 

 
School Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Passing Three 

Regents  

2015 2016-17 69 59% 

2016 2017-18 62 68% 

2017 2018-19 98 38% 

 

Goal 1: Absolute Measures 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the fourth year high school Total Graduation Cohort and 95 
percent of students in the fifth year high school Total Graduation Cohort will graduate. 
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METHOD 

This measure examines students in two high school Graduation Cohorts:  those who entered the 9th 
grade as members of the 2015 cohort and graduated four years later and those who entered as 
members of the 2014 cohort and graduated five years later.  These data reflect August graduation 
rates.  At a minimum, these students have passed five Regents exams required for high school 
graduation in ELA, mathematics, science, U.S. History, and Global History or met the requirements 
for the 4+1 pathway to graduation.2    

The school’s graduation requirements appear in this document below the graduation goal’s first 
measure pertaining to annual grade-by-grade promotion or credit accumulation. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In a notable achievement, 97 percent, or 60 of 62 students in Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Total Cohort, 
graduated in 2019. The school met the measure. 

Percent of Students in the Total Graduation Cohort who have Graduated After Four Years 

Cohort 
Designation 

School  
Year 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent 
Graduating 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 62 97% 
 

Percent of Students in Total Graduation Cohort Who Have Graduated After Five Years 

Cohort 
Designation 

School 
Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Graduating 

2012 2016-17 n/a n/a 

2013 2017-18 n/a n/a 

2014 2018-19 n/a n/a 

 

Goal 1: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Graduation Cohort graduating after the 
completion of their fourth year will exceed that of the Total Graduation Cohort from the school 
district of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares the graduation rate of students completing their fourth year in the charter 
school’s Total Graduation Cohort to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district 
of comparison.3  Given that students may take Regents exams through the summer of their fourth 
year, district results for the current year are generally not available at this time.  As such, for 
                                                        
2 The state’s guidance for the 4+1 graduation pathway can be found here: 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/. 

3 Schools can retrieve district level graduation rates from the SED’s Information and Reporting Services office.  News releases 

and an Excel workbook containing these data are available from the IRS Data Release webpage. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/pressRelease/20130617/home.html
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purposes of this report schools should include the district’s 2017-18 results as a temporary 
placeholder for the district’s 2018-19 results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s graduation rate exceeded that of its host district, CSD 18, by more than 30 
percentage points. The school met the measure. 

Percent of Students in the Total Graduation Cohort who  
Graduate in Four Years Compared to the District  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
School Year 

Charter School School District 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Graduating 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Graduating  

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 62 97% 1,204 65.6% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

It is worth noting that, though for accountability purposes, Brooklyn Ascend is compared to CSD 18, 
Brooklyn Ascend’s high school is located in neighboring CSD 23, where the four-year graduation 
rate was 45.8 percent in SY 2017-18. 

Goal 1: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Total Cohort pursuing an alternative graduation 
pathway (commonly referred to as the 4+1 pathway) will achieve a Regents equivalency score and 
pass an approved pathway assessment required for graduation by the end of their fourth year in 
the cohort. 

METHOD 

The New York State Board of Regents approved regulations establishing alternative pathways to 
graduation for all students.  Students may replace one of the required Social Studies Regents exams 
with an approved alternative assessment.  For more information about requirements and approved 
assessments refer to the NYSED resource online: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-
pathways/.  The school will document the names of the alternative assessments administered and 
success rate for students in the templates bellow. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

All Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort pursued the 4+1 pathway, and 60 of 62, or 97 
percent, successfully completed this pathway in order to graduate. The school met the measure. 

Percentage of the 2015 Graduation Cohort Pathway Students Demonstrating Success by Exam Type  

 

Exam 

Number of 
Graduation Cohort 
Members Tested 

(a) 

Number Passing or 
Achieving Regents 

Equivalency 

(b) 

 

Percentage Passing 

=[(b)/(a)]*100 

Overall 62 60 97% 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/
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Pathway Exam Passing Rate 

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 

Cohort Designation 
 

School Year 
Number in 

Cohort 
Percent Passing a Pathway 

Exam 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 62 97% 

SUMMARY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION GOAL 

In its first year with a graduating fourth-year cohort of students, Brooklyn Ascend exceeded the key 
graduation measure by more than 20 percentage points, graduating 60 of 62 members of its 
inaugural fourth-year cohort. This rate exceeds that of its host accountability district (CSD 18) and 
physical host district (CSD 23) by between 30 and 50 percentage points. Importantly, students have 
been successful at achieving the 4+1 pathway to graduation, and first- and second-year students 
are progressing from one grade to the next at high rates. Though more work remains to ensure that 
students by their second year are on pace to graduate by passing at least three Regents exams, we 
are encouraged by our progress. 

Type Measure Outcome 

Leading 
Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in first- and second-year high 
school Total Graduation Cohorts will earn at least ten credits (if 44 
needed for graduation) or five credits (if 22 needed for graduation) 
each year.    

Met 

Leading 
Indicator 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Total 
Graduation Cohort will score at least 65 on at least three different 
New York State Regents exams required for graduation by the 
completion of their second year in the cohort.   

Did not meet 

Absolute 
 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the fourth year high school 
Total Graduation Cohort will graduate.   

Met 

Absolute 
Each year, 95 percent of students in the fifth year high school Total 
Graduation Cohort will graduate. 

Not applicable 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total 
Graduation Cohort graduating after the completion of their fourth 
year will exceed that of the Total Graduation Cohort from the school 
district of comparison. 

Met 

Absolute 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Total Cohort 
pursuing an alternative graduation pathway will achieve a Regents 
equivalency score and pass an approved pathway assessment 
required for graduation by the end of their fourth year. 

Met 
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ACTION PLAN 

Students in Brooklyn Ascend’s first fourth-year cohort (the 2015 Cohort) made significant 
achievements, including nearly all students in the cohort graduating and matriculating—at rates 
significantly higher than the school’s host district. Students also achieved notable levels of success 
on several Regents exams, surpassing the performance of their district peers in almost all cases. 
Still, much work remains to ensure that all students are meeting or exceeding Common Core 
expectations and reaching Performance Level 4 or higher, and in ensuring that the school is 
adequately preparing students for college and career as measured by the College and Career 
Readiness Index. We must continue to build on this progress already being made by younger 
cohorts by strengthening the high school program at Ascend more generally, and through targeted 
interventions and initiatives aimed at improving student performance at the high school in SY 2019-
20. 

We have hired a strong and experienced charter high school leader who began at the network in 
April 2019 and took the helm of the high school as school director on in July 2019. The director has 
already undertaken significant adjustments at the school, and we are highly confident in her 
leadership capacity and vision. In SY 2018-19, Ascend also invested heavily in high school curricular 
and coaching supports at the network office, including directors of high school humanities and high 
school STEM. This coincided with the addition of deans of instruction to the high school, who are 
receiving extensive training from the network directors and who in turn work with the high school 
teachers to strengthen instruction. This work will continue in SY 2019-20 as improvements and 
refinements to the curriculum continue to be made and implemented with fidelity. We also expect 
that a large turnover in staff at the high school this year will positively impact instruction. 

In addition to these efforts, two network-wide initiatives in SY 2019-20 will focus on the high school. 
These include (1) an emphasis on starting the year strong and creating a student culture rooted 
deeply in the enduring pride of the high school community, and (2) an effort to create inquiry-based 
classrooms where students think critically, write cogently, and think broadly, thereby igniting 
curiosity across the school. In order to implement the first initiative, the managing director will 
work with the school leaders to tighten and clearly define school-wide procedures and routines, 
establish cultural programming and traditions that reflect the commitment to a liberal arts 
education, and ensure the visual culture in the school reflects Ascend’s core value of excellence. To 
implement the second initiative, the school will set incremental targets for internal assessments as 
school and network leaders work closely with teachers to ensure that rigorous and inquiry-based 
learning is incorporated into all lessons. As a result of these initiatives, we expect a commitment to 
cultural and instructional excellence will result in more students achieving at the level required to 
not only pass Regents exams, but to ensure students are fully prepared for college-level coursework 
and are meeting or exceeding the rigorous standards of the Common Core.  

The school will continue to operate a robust college access and success program to ensure that 
students graduate from Brooklyn Ascend and are accepted to and persist in college after 
graduation.  

 



 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School 2018-19 Accountability Plan Progress Report Page 11 of 62 

 

GOAL 2: COLLEGE PREPARATION 

 GOAL 2: COLLEGE PREPARATION 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School will adequately prepare students to succeed in college and beyond. 

 

Goal 2: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will demonstrate their preparation for college by at 
least one or some combination of the following indicators: 

• Passing an Advanced Placement (“AP”) exam with a score of 3 or higher; 

• Earning a score of 4 or higher on an International Baccalaureate (“IB”) exam; 

• Passing a College Level Examination Program (“CLEP”) exam; 

• Passing a college level course offered at a college or university or through a school 
partnership with a college or university; 

• Achieving the college and career readiness benchmark on the SAT; or, 

• Earning a Regents diploma with advanced designation; or, 

METHOD 

Schools use any method listed here, or any combination thereof, to demonstrate that at least 75 
percent of graduates are prepared to engage in rigorous college level coursework.  The school 
should select only those methods listed here that it uses to demonstrate the college readiness of its 
students and eliminate those that it will not.  For instance, high schools that do not deliver an IB 
Program as part of their high school design do not report on the IB option.  The school reports on 
the number of students who attempted to achieve each indicator, the number who succeeded, and 
the corresponding percentage.  Additionally, the school should report on the overall number of 
students who graduated after four years, the number of those graduates who achieved any of the 
relevant measures, and the overall percentage achieving the measure.  
 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Eight-one percent of students in Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Total Cohort demonstrated college 
readiness according to several indicators. The school met the measure. Importantly, the school 
expanded its offerings of AP examinations in SY 2018-19, providing more opportunities to attempt 
that indicator.  

Percentage of the 2015 Total Cohort Graduates Demonstrating College Preparation by Indicator  

 

Indicator 

Number of 
Graduates who 
Attempted the 

Indicator 

 

Number who Achieved 
Indicator 

 

Percentage of Graduates 
who Achieved Indicator 
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Passing an AP exam with 
a score of 3 or higher 

38 3 5% 

Earning a score of 4 or 
higher on an IB exam 

0 0 0% 

Passing a CLEP exam 0 0 0% 

Passing a college level 
course at a 

university/college 

0 0 0% 

Achieving the college and 
career readiness 

benchmark on the SAT 

62 14 23% 

Earning a Regents 
Diploma 

62 50 81% 

Overall 62 50 81% 

 

Goal 2: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the College, Career, and Civic Readiness Index (“CCCRI”) for the school’s Total Cohort will 
exceed the Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system. 

METHOD 

The state’s finalized ESSA plan includes a College, Career, and Civic Readiness Index that measures 
the rate of completion among the Total Cohort of a variety of indicators of readiness for the next 
step after high school.  Indicators that are more rigorous and that are therefore more difficult to 
attain receive greater weight in the new CCCRI (e.g., attaining an Advanced Regents diploma and a 
score of 4 or higher on an IB exam).  Conversely, some less rigorous indicators that were not 
included in the College and Career Readiness Index under the state’s NCLB accountability system 
are included in the CCCRI (e.g., completion of a high school equivalency program).4 

To achieve this measure, the school must have a CCCRI value that equals or exceeds the 2018-19 
CCCRI MIP of 130 for all students.  The CCCRI is calculated by multiplying the number of students in 
the cohort demonstrating college, career, and civic readiness by the weighting for the method by 
which the student demonstrated college, career, and civic readiness, divided by the number of 
students in the Total Cohort.  The highest possible CCCRI is 200.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Students in Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Total Cohort achieved a CCCRI of 127 in SY 2018-19, falling 
short of the MIP value by three; the school did not meet the measure. 

CCCRI Performance by Cohort Year  

                                                        
4 For more detail about the weighting of college readiness methods for calculation of the CCCRI, see pages 64-65 of 
the state’s finalized ESSA plan here. 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/essa/nys-essa-plan.pdf
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Graduation Year 
 

Cohort 
Number of 
Students in 

Cohort 

 
MIP 

 
School CCCRI 

2016-17 2013 N/A N/A N/A 

2017-18 2014 n/a 128 n/a 

2018-19 2015 62 130 127 

 

Goal 2: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the school’s CCCRI for the Total Cohort will exceed that of the district of comparison’s 
Total Cohort. 

METHOD 

The school compares the CCCRI of students from the fourth year in the charter school Total Cohort 
to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district of comparison. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s CCCRI in SY 2018-19 exceeded the most recently available district CCCRI (from SY 
2017-18) by 36.5 points. The school met the measure. It is worth noting that, though Brooklyn 
Ascend is compared to CSD 18 for accountability purposes, the high school’s physical host district, 
CSD 23, had a CCCRI of 63.5 in SY 2017-18; Brooklyn Ascend thus achieved a CCCRI value twice the 
magnitude of CSD 23. 

  

CCCRI of Fourth-Year Total Cohort by Charter School and School District 

Cohort Charter School School District 

2013 n/a n/a 

2014 n/a n/a 

2015 127 90.5 

Goal 2: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will matriculate into a college or university in the year 
after graduation. 

METHOD 

The ultimate measure of whether a college prep high school has lived up to its mission is whether 
students actually enroll and succeed in college.  Schools track and report the percentage of fourth-
year Total Cohort graduates who matriculate into a two or four-year college program in the school 
year following graduation. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Ninety-two percent of students in Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Total Cohort have matriculated to a 2- or 
4-year college or university as of September 16, 2019. Therefore, the school met the measure. As 
the National Student Clearinghouse data source is not yet available, these data were verified 
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internally using Brooklyn Ascend’s college counseling platform, Naviance, and through individual 
college counseling team verifications.  

Matriculation Rate of Graduates by Year 

Cohort 

 
 

Graduation Year 

Number of 
Graduates 

 
(a) 

Number Enrolled 
in 2 or 4-year 

Program in 
Following Year 

(b) 

Matriculation 
Rate 

 
=[(b)/(a)]*100 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 62 57 92% 

 

SUMMARY OF THE COLLEGE PREPARATION GOAL 

Brooklyn Ascend is preparing students for college at rates significantly higher than its host districts, 
achieving CCCRI values significantly higher than both CSDs 18 and 23. Based on key indicators, 
Brooklyn Ascend students will succeed in college, and students in the school’s first graduating 
cohort are matriculating to 2- and 4-year institutions at high rates. More work remains to ensure 
every students remains on this path, but we are encouraged by our progress and success with our 
first graduating class. 

 

Type Measure (Accountability Plan from 2012-13 or later) Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will demonstrate 
their preparation for college by one or more possible 
indicators of college readiness.  

Met 

Absolute 
Each year, the CCCRI for the school’s Total Cohort will exceed 
that year’s state MIP set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

Did not meet 

Comparative 
Each year, the school’s CCCRI for the Total Cohort will exceed 
that of the district’s Total Cohort. 

Met 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of graduating students will matriculate 
into a college or university in the year after graduation. 

Met 

 

ACTION PLAN 

Students in Brooklyn Ascend’s first fourth-year cohort (the 2015 Cohort) made significant 
achievements, including nearly all students in the cohort graduating and matriculating—at rates 
significantly higher than the school’s host district. Students also achieved notable levels of success 
on several Regents exams, surpassing the performance of their district peers in almost all cases. 
Still, much work remains to ensure that all students are meeting or exceeding Common Core 
expectations and reaching Performance Level 4 or higher, and in ensuring that the school is 
adequately preparing students for college and career as measured by the College and Career 
Readiness Index. We must continue to build on this progress already being made by younger 
cohorts by strengthening the high school program at Ascend more generally, and through targeted 
interventions and initiatives aimed at improving student performance at the high school in SY 2019-
20. 
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We have hired a strong and experienced charter high school leader who began at the network in 
April 2019 and took the helm of the high school as school director on in July 2019. The director has 
already undertaken significant adjustments at the school, and we are highly confident in her 
leadership capacity and vision. In SY 2018-19, Ascend also invested heavily in high school curricular 
and coaching supports at the network office, including directors of high school humanities and high 
school STEM. This coincided with the addition of deans of instruction to the high school, who are 
receiving extensive training from the network directors and who in turn work with the high school 
teachers to strengthen instruction. This work will continue in SY 2019-20 as improvements and 
refinements to the curriculum continue to be made and implemented with fidelity. We also expect 
that a large turnover in staff at the high school this year will positively impact instruction. 

In addition to these efforts, two network-wide initiatives in SY 2019-20 will focus on the high school. 
These include (1) an emphasis on starting the year strong and creating a student culture rooted 
deeply in the enduring pride of the high school community, and (2) an effort to create inquiry-based 
classrooms where students think critically, write cogently, and think broadly, thereby igniting 
curiosity across the school. In order to implement the first initiative, the managing director will 
work with the school leaders to tighten and clearly define school-wide procedures and routines, 
establish cultural programming and traditions that reflect the commitment to a liberal arts 
education, and ensure the visual culture in the school reflects Ascend’s core value of excellence. To 
implement the second initiative, the school will set incremental targets for internal assessments as 
school and network leaders work closely with teachers to ensure that rigorous and inquiry-based 
learning is incorporated into all lessons. As a result of these initiatives, we expect a commitment to 
cultural and instructional excellence will result in more students achieving at the level required to 
not only pass Regents exams, but to ensure students are fully prepared for college-level coursework 
and are meeting or exceeding the rigorous standards of the Common Core.  

The school will continue to operate a robust college access and success program to ensure that 
students graduate from Brooklyn Ascend and are accepted to and persist in college after 
graduation.  

GOAL 3: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Goal 3: English Language Arts 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School students will meet grade level expectations in English language 
arts. 

BACKGROUND 

Brooklyn Ascend implements the Ascend Common Core curriculum. In SY 2018-19, the components 
of the English language arts program included: 

• Phonics (kindergarten through grade 2). Fundations is a phonological/phonemic awareness, 
phonics, and spelling program for the general education classroom. Fundations is based upon 
the Wilson Reading System principles and serves as a prevention program to help reduce 
reading and spelling failure.  
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The Ascend teacher will deliver one 30-minute Fundations whole-class lesson each day. 
Fundations lessons focus on carefully sequenced skills that include print knowledge, alphabet 
awareness, phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, decoding, vocabulary, fluency, and 
spelling. Critical thinking, speaking, and listening skills are practiced during story-time activities. 
Furthermore, targeted small group intervention is available for struggling students.5 

• Read Aloud sessions with students in grades K-2 occur daily through the first term of grade 2 
with the class gathered on a rug while the teacher reads a carefully selected high-quality text 
and provides a model of fluent, expressive reading which helps children recognize the value of 
reading for pleasure. Read Aloud promotes vocabulary acquisition, models the habits of a skilled 
reader, and supports deep discussion of excellent texts through strategic “turn and talks.” 
 

• Writing (kindergarten through grade 4). Students will study writing—which also includes 
grammar instruction—for 45 minutes four times per week from kindergarten through the grade 
2, then three times per week in grades 3 and 4. Ascend has developed a unique writing program 
based loosely on the work of Lucy Calkins and The Reading and Writing Project at Columbia 
University’s Teacher’s College. Ascend’s writing curriculum is genre-based and rooted in the 
belief that students need to write frequently and produce a high volume of writing. Grammar is 
strategically embedded in the units of study so that students learn grammar skills explicitly and 
then apply them immediately to the writing they do in class. The program requires teachers to 
provide frequent feedback to small groups of students in writing conferences while other 
students work independently. Ascend’s writing program teaches students that writing is 
powerful, fun, beautiful, and purposeful. 

• Guided Reading (kindergarten through grade 4). Guided Reading, taught in small, leveled 
groups, has been at the center of the schools’ ELA program since 2010; it is deployed five times 
per week, for 60 minutes in grades K-2 and 45 minutes in grades 3-4. During Guided Reading 
period, students are divided into leveled groups of six to eight students. Homogeneous 
groups—defined by students’ reading level or specific skill deficits—meet with teachers who 
guide the students through reading a text of the appropriate level; when not meeting with a 
teacher, students read independently. Teachers will continue to use the Ascend Guided Reading 
lesson plan templates and existing lesson plans that have been developed over the last three 
years. The schools carefully track each student’s individual reading progress through use of the 
STEP assessments, developed by the University of Chicago; STEP, or Strategic Teaching and 
Evaluation of Progress, is an acclaimed system designed to help students from Pre-K to third 
grade learn to read. 

In class libraries, books are organized by level and by subject, so that teachers can match 
students quickly to books appropriate to their STEP level and emerging curiosities. 

• Literature Circle (grade 3 through grade 4). In the Ascend-developed Literature Circle program, 
piloted in school year 2012-13 and now in all Ascend schools, teachers in help students to mine 
the deepest meaning of the finest children’s literature. The Ascend literacy team has carefully 
chosen books of the highest quality and literary complexity, balancing fiction and non-fiction; 
Ascend has sequenced these anchor texts to align with E.D. Hirsch’s Core Knowledge history and 

                                                        
5 This text has been adapted from the publisher’s description at http://www.fundations.com. 

http://www.fundations.com/


 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School 2018-19 Accountability Plan Progress Report Page 17 of 62 

 

geography sequence. Books are selected for their capacity to intrigue students by posing 
genuine ethical dilemmas or addressing conflicts or longings in their lives. Students develop the 
habits of excellent readers, build reading comprehension skills, build their base of core 
knowledge, learn how to express and exchange ideas, and most importantly, discover a love for 
great books. 

• Shared Text (grades 2, term 2 through grade 8). In the Shared Text component, deployed three 
times per week for 45 minutes, the teacher models the habits of a skilled reader, and leads 
students briskly to the meaning of a short complex text. Students are guided in answering 
Common Core-style comprehension questions and short response questions. In the lower 
school, shared text is a companion component to Literature Circles. Shared Text includes fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry texts. 

• Humanities (grades 5-8). Beginning in grade 5, students participate in Ascend’s humanities, 
writing, and arts program for two periods a day. Excellent critical thinking, close-reading, 
writing, arts appreciation, and public speaking skills are the primary goals of the program. 
Modeled on the practices of the city’s finest private and selective public schools, the program 
develops the individual voice and reading sensibility of each Ascend student with a customized 
syllabus that includes a cross-cultural selection of classic literature. 

Ascend has created a powerful culture of response to instructional data (RTI) to support and 
enhance learning, and will continue to develop and employ a variety of assessments to measure 
progress towards mastering standards. In addition to New York State exams administered each 
spring, teachers use benchmark and mock assessments, unit tests, STEP assessments, norm-
referenced NWEA MAP assessments, and other measures of student performance during the 
course of the year. The Illuminate Data and Assessment (DnA) system allows staff to monitor 
progress and assess student comprehension, and supports data-driven teacher training and 
evaluation through access to instant feedback. Teachers and leaders consistently review student 
work and achievement data and trends, resulting in effective planning for upcoming lessons and 
timely and purposeful feedback to students. Recognizing the impact of feedback on student access 
of knowledge and academic achievement, Ascend in SY 2016-17 implemented the Continuous 
Monitoring and Response to Student Work initiative. The initiative, which has remained a network-
wide focus since SY 2016-17, focuses on frequent review and analysis of student data to support 
accurate teacher diagnosis of misconceptions, allow strategic instructional adjustments, and ensure 
that students receive effective feedback in order to improve their understanding.  

All Ascend schools participate in Teacher Planning and Development (TPD), a network-wide 
program begun in SY 2015-16 aimed at improving teaching and learning and creating a platform for 
teacher collaboration. Through unit studies, planning and assessment studies, lesson debriefs, 
teach-backs, and data meetings, TPD meetings represent a critical piece of a professional 
development program that also includes pre-service training, full professional development days, 
afterschool sessions, and ongoing coaching and modeling. The TPD program complements the 
Continuous Monitoring initiative by providing dedicated time in teachers’ and leaders’ schedules for 
analysis of student work, tracking data, and developing teacher strategies for improving their 
response to student performance during lessons. 
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In school year 2018-19 the Ascend network initiatives were (1) Strengthening Early Literacy in 
grades K-2, (2) Continuous Monitoring of Student Work (K-8), (3) Strengthening Implementation of 
Responsive Classroom in grades K-8. 

The intended outcomes of the Early Literacy initiative were to establish a network-wide vision of 
excellent guided reading instruction and provide guided reading training and oversight throughout 
the year, increase Read Aloud instruction to take place every day in grades K, 1, and the first term of 
grade 2 to ensure that students listen to and discuss great books and see models of the thinking 
readers do, and establish Readers Workshop to ensure teachers strategically introduce to all 
students the skills and strategies needed to tackle grade level texts. 

The intended outcomes of the Continuous Monitoring initiative were to improve student reading 
and math achievement by improving the ability of teachers and leaders to accurately evaluate 
student work to assess mastery; improve the ability of teachers to identify misconceptions 
evidenced in student work; plan and deliver effective student feedback; improve student mastery 
through application of frequent, targeted teacher feedback; improve the efficacy and efficiency of 
instruction through analysis of regularly collected student work; and improve the mechanisms for 
monitoring student progress daily and weekly. 

Through the Responsive Classroom initiative, we sought to create a sense of community, increase 
cognitive engagement and student autonomy, and improve academic performance. Improvement 
will be measured by positive responses to staff and student survey questions on order, discipline, 
and respect, and by improvements in reading and math achievement. 

Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at or 
above proficiency on the New York State English language arts examination for grades 3-8.   

METHOD 

The school administered the New York State Testing Program English language arts (“ELA”) 
assessment to students in third through eighth grade in April 2019.  Each student’s raw score has 
been converted to a grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.   

The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed 
breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students 
according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second year (defined as 
enrolled by BEDS day of the previous school year).   

2018-19 State English Language Arts Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

  Grade 
Total 

Tested 

Not Tested6 Total 
Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 

3 134 0 0 0 2 136 

4 140 0 0 0 0 140 

                                                        
6 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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5 114 1 0 0 1 116 

6 109 0 0 0 1 110 

7 113 0 0 0 1 114 

8 108 1 0 0 0 109 

All 718 2 0 0 5 725 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Sixty-two-point-one percent of all Brookyln Ascend students enrolled in at least their second year 
achieved proficiency on the NYS English language arts exam in SY 2018-19, compared to 61.7 
percent of all tested students who achieved proficiency. Brooklyn Ascend thus did not meet this 
absolute measure; however, students in grade 3 did exceed the 75-percent proficiency threshold, 
and students in grade 8 approached the threshold with 68.7 percent proficient. In five of six tested 
grades, Brooklyn Ascend students exceeded 50-percent proficiency. In sixth grade, students 
performed below their peers with 47.2 percent proficient. We will monitor this cohort closely going 
forward to ensure it attains proficiency levels more similar to its peer cohorts. 

 

Performance on 2018-19 State English Language Arts Exam 

By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 77.6% 134 77.0% 122 

4 60.0% 140 61.1% 126 

5 47.4% 114 47.2% 106 

6 56.9% 109 56.1% 98 

7 59.3% 113 60.2% 103 

8 66.7% 108 68.7% 99 

All  61.7% 718 62.1% 654 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Since SY 2016-17, performance in ELA at Brooklyn Ascend has improved by 11.1 percentage points 
overall, and by at least 10 percentage points at all but one grade level. We are particularly 
encouraged by the continued steady growth in grades 7 and 8, and in particular the SY 2018-19 
eighth grade cohort, which has since SY 2016-17 increased its proficiency from 34.1 percent to 68.7 
percent, a gain of 34 points. Though we are disappointed by the decline in proficiency at the sixth 
grade level, this cohort has struggled to attain proficiency levels similar to its peer cohorts, and in SY 
2018-19 it did achieve a significant gain of more than eight percentage points over the previous 
year. The performance of the grade 5 cohort is concerning, and we are closely monitoring this 
cohort to ensure it continues to make progress towards increasing proficiency; we are optimistic 
about the prospect of increasing proficiency in SY 2019-20, as a significant percentage of students in 
this cohort achieved scores on the cusp of proficiency in SY 2018-19. Generally speaking, the 
transition from grade 4 to grade 5 is challenging both culturally and instructionally for students, 
which contributes to grade 5’s somewhat lower performance across Ascend schools. At Brooklyn 
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Ascend, at least one teacher struggled to effectively manage her class despite the efforts of school 
leadership, which likely contributed to lower proficiency. We are also discouraged by the decline in 
proficiency in grade 4. We attribute this to a mid-year instructional leadership transition in grade 4; 
a new dean of instruction, a former successful grade 4 teacher and second grade dean, assumed 
leadership of the grade in SY 2019-20 and we expect the grade to perform well this year. 

ELA Performance by Grade Level and Year 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency  

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

3 65.6% 122 78.2% 124 77.0% 122 

4 48.8% 127 69.7% 119 61.1% 126 

5 51.3% 119 47.7% 88 47.2% 106 

6 34.1% 88 72.2% 97 56.1% 98 

7 49.5% 99 55.6% 90 60.2% 103 

8 52.0% 75 58.2% 98 68.7% 99 

All 51.0% 630 64.8% 616 62.1% 654 

 

Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (“PI”) on the State English language arts exam 
will meet that year’s state Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

METHOD 

In New York State, ESSA school performance goals are met by showing that an absolute proportion 
of a school's students who have taken the English language arts test have scored at the partially 
proficient, or proficient and advanced performance levels (Levels 2 or 3 & 4).  The percentage of 
students at each of these three levels is used to calculate a PI and determine if the school has met 
the MIP set each year by the state’s ESSA accountability system.  To achieve this measure, all tested 
students must have a PI value that equals or exceeds the state’s 2018-19 English language arts MIP 
for all students of 105.  The PI is the sum of the percent of students in all tested grades combined 
scoring at Level 2, plus two times the percent of students scoring at Level 3, plus two-and-a-half 
times the percent of students scoring at Level 4.  Thus, the highest possible PI is 250.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In English language arts, Brooklyn Ascend achieved a PI of 160.0, exceeding the MIP value of 105 
and thereby meeting the measure.  

 

English Language Arts 2018-19 Performance Index 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level  

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

718 10.6 27.7 44.0 17.7  
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  PI = 27.7 + 44.0 + 17.7 = 89.4  
        44.0 + 17.7 = 61.7  
         + (.5)*17.7 = 8.8  
           PI 

 
= 
 

160.0  

 

Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state English language arts exam will be greater than that of all 
students in the same tested grades in the school district of comparison. 

METHOD 

A school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in the 
public school district of comparison.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in which 
the school had tested students in at least their second year at the school and the total result for all 
students at the corresponding grades in the school district.7 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s aggregate performance on the NYS English language arts exams outpaced that of 
Community School District 18, Brooklyn Ascend’s home district, by 23.3 percentage points in SY 
2018-19. Thus, the school met this measure. The school exceeded district performance in every 
tested grade by between 13.8 points in grade 8 up to 29.2 points in grade 7.  

2018-19 State English Language Arts Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 

Grade 

Percent of Students at  or Above Proficiency 

Charter School Students 
In At Least 2nd Year 

All District Students 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

3 77.0% 122 49.2% 1,017 

4 61.1% 126 41.8% 1,066 

5 47.2% 106 32.0% 1,055 

6 56.1% 98 40.0% 1,038 

7 60.2% 103 31.0% 1,054 

8 68.7% 99 44.9% 1,085 

All 62.1% 654 39.8% 6,315 

                                                        
7 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its database containing grade level 

ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the release of the data on its News 
Release webpage. 

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2019
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2019
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Since SY 2016-17, Brooklyn Ascend students have outpaced CSD 18 students by large overall 
margins, and in each grade.  

English Language Arts Performance of Charter School and Local District 

by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Scoring at or 
Above Proficiency Compared to District Students  

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Charter 
School  

District 
Charter 
School  

District  
Charter 
School  

District  

3 65.6% 34.4% 78.2% 39.6% 77.0% 49.2% 

4 48.8% 37.4% 69.7% 41.2% 61.1% 41.8% 

5 51.3% 27.2% 47.7% 29.6% 47.2% 32.0% 

6 34.1% 20.7% 72.2% 37.0% 56.1% 40.0% 

7 49.5% 34.9% 55.6% 32.2% 60.2% 31.0% 

8 52.0% 44.1% 58.2% 45.9% 68.7% 44.9% 

All 51.0% 33.3% 64.8% 37.5% 62.1% 39.8% 

 

Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state English language 

arts exam by an effect size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to a meaningful 
degree) according to a regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students 
among all public schools in New York State. 

METHOD 

The SUNY Charter Schools Institute (“Institute”) conducts a comparative performance analysis, 
which compares the school’s performance to that of demographically similar public schools 
statewide.  The Institute uses a regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students among all public schools in New York State.   The Institute compares the 
school’s actual performance to the predicted performance of public schools with a similar 
concentration of economically disadvantaged students.  The difference between the school’s actual 
and predicted performance, relative to other schools with similar economically disadvantaged 
statistics, produces an Effect Size.  An Effect Size of 0.3, or performing higher than expected to a 
meaningful degree, is the requirement for achieving this measure.   

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the demands of the 
data analysis, the 2018-19 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the 
most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In SY 2017-18, Brooklyn Ascend performed 27.2 percentage points better than expected when 
controlling for the number of economically disadvantaged students taking the exam. This resulted 
in an Effect Size of 1.47, thereby meeting the measure for performing better than expected to a 
large degree. All grades achieved a large, positive Effect Size. 
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2017-18 English Language Arts Comparative Performance by Grade Level 

Grade 
Percent 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Number 
Tested 

Percent of Students 
at Levels 3&4 

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted 

Effect  
Size 

Actual Predicted 

3 84.8 143 76.9 40.3 36.6 1.93 

4 804 136 67.6 39.3 28.3 1.47 

5 82.7 110 44.5 27.2 17.4 1.09 

6 83.3 110 72.7 37.7 35.0 1.86 

7 87.0 106 52.8 27.8 25.0 1.47 

8 79.1 108 57.4 39.7 17.7 0.87 

All 82.9 713 63.0 35.7 27.2 1.47 

 

School’s Overall Comparative Performance: 

Higher than expected to a large degree 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Since SY 2015-16, Brooklyn Ascend has achieved positive and steadily increasing Effect Sizes. 

English Language Arts Comparative Performance by School Year 

School 
Year 

Grades 
Percent 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Number 
Tested 

Actual Predicted 
Effect 
Size 

2015-16 3-8 83.8 573 42.7 26.6 0.99 

2016-17 3-8 85.5 643 49.2 27.4 1.31 

2017-18 3-8 82.9 713 63.0 35.7 1.47 

 

Goal 3: Growth Measure8  

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile in 
English language arts for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the target of 50.   

METHOD 

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one year to 
the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the same score in 
the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state exam in 2017-18 and also 
have a state exam score from 2016-17 including students who were retained in the same grade.  
Students with the same 2016-17 score are ranked by their 2017-18 score and assigned a percentile 
based on their relative growth in performance (student growth percentile).  Students’ growth 
percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order for a 

                                                        
8 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation. 

http://www.newyorkcharters.org/operate/first-year-schools/accountability-plan/
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school to perform above the target for this measure, it must have a mean growth percentile greater 
than 50. 

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2018-19 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the most recent Growth Model data available.9   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In SY 2017-18, Brooklyn Ascend achieved a mean growth percentile of 56.0, compared to the 
statewide median of 50.0, thereby meeting the measure. The mean growth percentile for all but 
one grade exceeded the target; grade 8 fell just short of the target with a MGP of 49.3.  

2017-18 English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level 

Grade 
Mean Growth Percentile 

School Target 

4 54.6 50.0 

5 54.5 50.0 

6 59.8 50.0 

7 62.4 50.0 

8 49.3 50.0 

All 56.0 50.0 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Since SY 2015-16, Brooklyn Ascend has maintained strong overall and grade-level mean growth 
percentiles. 

English Language Arts Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 
Mean Growth Percentile 

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 Target 

4 49.7 48.5 54.6 50.0 

5 53.2 59.2 54.5 50.0 

6 61.9 58.1 59.8 50.0 

7 70.2 60.6 62.4 50.0 

8 53.2 51.8 49.3 50.0 

All 57.5 55.6 56.0 50.0 

 

SUMMARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL 

While the school did not meet the Accountability Plan’s first absolute measure of proficiency, 
Brooklyn Ascend students remain on a path toward continued progress in English language arts.  

The strong absolute performance of students in grades 3 and 8 and the significant progress made in 
grades 6 since SY 2016-17 represent the merits of Ascend’s Common Core curriculum and 
educational program and a strengthening of the middle school program to ensure our older 
students are achieving proficiency at levels similar to their lower school peers. Though it remains a 

                                                        
9 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s Business Portal: portal.nysed.gov. 
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challenge to preserve high proficiency levels as students transition to grade 5, we are confident that 
targeted interventions (described below) and adjustments to grade- and cohort-level staffing will 
bolster scores. The school’s students continue to perform better than those of similar economic 
disadvantage statewide, and exceed the statewide growth target.  

Overall, the school has shown improvement towards attaining its English language arts goal in this 
accountability period, though much work remains to ensure all students can achieve high levels of 
attainment.  

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York State English 
language arts exam for grades 3-8.  

Did not meet 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate PI on the state’s English language arts 
exam will meet that year’s state MIP as set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year and performing at proficiency on the state English 
language arts exam will be greater than that of students in the same tested 
grades in the school district of comparison.  

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the 
state English language arts exam by an effect size of 0.3 or above 
(performing higher than expected to a meaningful degree) according to a 
regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students 
among all public schools in New York State. (Using 2017-18 results.) 

Met 

Growth 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean unadjusted 
growth percentile in English language arts for all tested students in grades 
4-8 will be above the target of 50. (Using 2017-18 results.)  

Met 

ACTION PLAN 

Through the next accountability period, Brooklyn Ascend will continue to build on its most 
successful practices and results in ELA, while improving on areas of weakness with targeted 
adjustments and interventions.  

Brooklyn Ascend will effect Ascend’s network-wide initiatives in SY 2019-20: Strengthening 
Foundations in Reading in grades K-2, Closing the Gap in grades 5-8, the Continuous Monitoring of 
Student Work in K-8, and Launching Strong and Refining the Ascend Culture in K-8. These initiatives 
represent the continuation and refinement of initiatives begun in previous school years at Ascend.  

Network-wide, Ascend will focus in SY 2019-20 on improving reading instruction in grades K-2, in 
order to ensure students are armed with the foundational reading skills necessary to succeed in the 
upper grades. As part of this initiative, Ascend’s curriculum and instruction team (CIT) will focus its 
supports to the schools on phonics instruction and will continue to promote high-quality guided 
reading instruction. Additionally, the school will set incremental targets for phonics unit tests to 
ensure the school meets its end-of-year goal. School directors and network leaders will devote time 
to observing guided reading and phonics lessons on network-wide implementation visits, and will 
provide feedback and targeted interventions to the schools based on the results of these 
observations. Finally, schools have shifted from STEP assessments to F&P assessments in reading in 
order to improve the way reading assessment data leads to teacher-led instructional adjustments 
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and interventions. Schools will establish new end-of-year reading targets for F&P assessments after 
the first round of the assessment is administered in late September. 

The Continuous Monitoring of Student Work Initiative begun in SY 2015-16 will again be 
implemented to support accurate teacher diagnosis of misconceptions, allow strategic instructional 
adjustments, and ensure effective feedback in order to improve student understanding. Continuous 
Monitoring will continue to inform the Teacher Planning and Development (TPD) program, as well 
as teacher evaluations and coaching.  

In grades 5-8, in the effort to close the gap and ensure all students are learning and achieving, we 
will focus on implementing with rigor and fidelity Leveled Literacy Intervention for students reading 
significantly below grade level; create, train, and implement a modifications manual to ensure all 
students have access to tier 1 curriculum at the middle school level, and adjust scheduling 
guidelines to allow students reading significantly below grade level to received Shared Text 
instruction in smaller groups with texts closer to their grade level. 

The network’s initiative related to strong school launches and refining Ascend’s distinctive culture 
will establish the Ascend vision for school culture. Schools’ managing directors will explicitly define 
excellence in Ascend student culture through a new student culture rubric and will consistently 
observe school routines and deans of students’ referrals. School directors were trained throughout 
Summer Institute on whole school routines and procedures, and will continue to train on and 
practice these procedures through the first few weeks of schools. These cultural refinements will 
contribute meaningfully to increased academic performance across all grades. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will exceed Common 
Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 4 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school administered the Regents English exam that students must pass to graduate.  The school 
scores Regents on a scale from 0 to 100.  The State Education Department currently defines the 
college and career readiness standard as scoring at or above Performance Level 4 (meeting 
Common Core expectations) on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core).  This 
measure examines the percent of the Accountability Cohort that achieved at least Performance 
Level 4 by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Sixty-one-point-nine percent of students in the 2015 Accountability Cohort scored at least a Level 4 
on the Common Core ELA exam by their fourth year in the cohort, falling just short of the 65-
percent threshold. 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 4 on Regents English Common Core Exam 
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by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort10  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth  

Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 4 on Common Core 

ELA Exam 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 61.9% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Though the 2015 Cohort did not meet the measure, we are encouraged that a similar percentage of 
students in the 2016 Cohort have already attained a Level 4 on the exam after only their third year 
in the cohort. We are similarly encouraged by the fact that, though Brooklyn Ascend does not 
typically administer the English Regents exam to students until their third year, 19.8 percent of the 
2017 Cohort have already attained a Level 4 after taking the exam a year early. Thus, we are 
confident in our ability to meet this measure in future years. 

Percent Achieving at Least Level 4 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 

2015 63 61.9% 

2016 54 57.4% 

2017 101 19.8% 

2018 135 0% 

 

Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will at least partially 
meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 3 on the 
Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in 
the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school administered the Regents English exam that students must pass to graduate.  The school 
scores Regents on a scale from 0 to 100.  The State Education Department currently defines the cut 
off for passing and meeting the requirement for graduation as scoring at or above Performance 
Level 3 (partially meeting Common Core expectations) on the Regents Exam in English Language 
Arts (Common Core).  This measure examines the percent of the Accountability Cohort that 
achieved at least Performance Level 3 by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.   

                                                        
10 Based on the highest score for each student on the English Regents exam 



 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School 2018-19 Accountability Plan Progress Report Page 28 of 62 

 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Eighty-five-point-seven percent of students in the 2015 Cohort attained at least a Level 3 on the 
Regents English exam by their fourth year in the cohort. Thus, Brooklyn Ascend exceeded the 
measure by more than five percentage points.  

 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 3 on Regents English Common Core Exam 

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort11  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 3 on the Regents 

English Exam 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 85.7% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Students in subsequent cohorts are making significant progress towards attaining at least a Level 3 
on the Regents English exam; the 2016 Cohort has already surpassed the target of 80 percent, with 
94.4 percent attaining Level 3. We’re confident that subsequent cohorts will continue to meet this 
target. 

Percent Achieving at Least Level 3 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2015 63 85.7% 

2016 54 94.4% 

2017 101 26.7% 

2018 135 0% 

 

 

 Goal 3: Absolute Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) on the Regents English exam of students completing their 
fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet the state’s Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) 
set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system. 

METHOD 

In the state’s revised calculation of the high school Performance Index, schools now receive 
additional credit for students scoring at Accountability Level 4.12  To achieve this measure, all tested 
                                                        
11 Based on the highest score for each student on the English Regents exam 

12 For more details on the score ranges used to determine Accountability Levels as distinguished from Performance 
Levels, see 
www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/documents/2017RegentsScoreRangesforAnnualandAccountabilityReporting.pdf  

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/documents/2017RegentsScoreRangesforAnnualandAccountabilityReporting.pdf


 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School 2018-19 Accountability Plan Progress Report Page 29 of 62 

 

students in the Accountability Cohort must have a PI that equals or exceeds the state’s 2018-19 
English language arts MIP for all students of 191. 

The Performance Index is calculated as such: (percent of students scoring at Accountability Level 2) 
+ 2*(percent of students scoring at Accountability Level 3) + 2.5 * (percent of students scoring at 
Accountability Level 4).  Thus, the highest possible PI is 250.  The basis for the percent of students is 
the school’s fourth year Accountability Cohort.  The Regents Examination in English Language Arts 
(Common Core) is scored on a scale from 0 to 100; 0 to 64 is Accountability Level 1, 65 to 78 is 
Accountability Level 2; 79 to 84 is Accountability Level 3, and 85 to 100 is Accountability Level 4. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort achieved a PI of 157.9. Therefore, Brooklyn Ascend 
did not meet the measure. 

English Language Arts Performance Index (PI)  

For the 2015 High School Accountability Cohort 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Accountability Level  

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

63 9.5% 23.8% 33.3% 27.0%  

      
  PI = 23.8 + 33.3 + 27.0 = 84.1  
        33.3 + 27.0 = 60.3  
         + (.5)*27.0 = 13.5  
           PI = 157.9  

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Though we are disappointed that more students in the 2015 Cohort did not achieve an 
Accountability Level 4, we are encouraged by the small percentage of students who attained only a 
Level 1 on the exam, indicating that students are at least partially meeting Common Core 
expectations at Level 2 and that in future years, a larger proportion of students will progress further 
to Levels 3 and 4.  

Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort meeting or exceeding Common 
Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core) will exceed the 
percentage of comparable students in the district meeting or exceeding Common Core 
expectations. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school Total 
Cohort to that of the respective Total Cohort of students in the school district of comparison.  Due 
to availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and not the 
Accountability Cohort results.    In order to meet or exceed Common Core expectations, a student 
must achieve Performance Level 4 or 5.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the 
summer of their fourth year, the school presents most recently available school district results. 
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort surpassed the performance of their district peers. 
Brooklyn Ascend students attained a Level 4 or 5 on the Regents English exam at a rate of 62.9 
percent, compared to 39 percent for district 2014 Cohort students (the most recent data available). 
Brooklyn Ascend thus met the measure.  

Percent Achieving Performance Level 4 or Higher on English Regents   

of Fourth-Year Total Cohorts by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 
 

Fourth 
Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent 
Level 4 or 5 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 or 5 

Number in 
Cohort 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 39% 1,214 

2015 2018-19 62.9% 62 n/a n/a 

 

Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort at least partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core) will 
exceed the percentage of comparable students in the district at least partially meeting Common 
Core expectations. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school Total 
Cohort to that of the respective Total Cohort of students in the school district of comparison.  Due 
to availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and not the 
Accountability Cohort results.  In order to at least partially meet Common Core expectations, a 
student would need to pass the exam and score at Performance Level 3 or higher (i.e. scoring at 
least 65).  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the summer of their fourth year, 
the school presents most recently available school district results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort surpassed the performance of their district peers. 
Brooklyn Ascend students attained at least a Level 3 on the Regents English exam at a rate of 87.1 
percent, compared to 73 percent for district 2014 Cohort students (the most recent data available). 
Brooklyn Ascend thus met the measure.  

Percent Achieving Performance Level 3 or Higher on English Regents   

of Fourth-Year Total Cohorts by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent Level 
3 or Higher 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Level 
3 or Higher 

Number in 
Cohort 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 73% 1,214 

2015 2018-19 87.1% 62 n/a n/a 
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Goal 3: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) in Regents English of students in the fourth year of their 
high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of comparable students from the school district 
of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school 
Accountability Cohort to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district of 
comparison.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the summer of their fourth 
year, the school presents most recently available school district results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

District PI results are not yet available. 

English Regents Performance Index (PI)13   

of Fourth-Year Accountability Cohorts by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 
 

Fourth 
Year 

Charter School School District 

PI 
Cohort 

Size 
PI 

Cohort 
Size 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 157.9 63 n/a n/a 

 

Goal 3: Growth Measure 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade English language arts exam will meet the college and 
career readiness standard (currently scoring at Performance Level 4 and fully meeting Common 
Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its English language arts program by enabling 
students who were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to meet the English 
requirement for the college and career readiness standard.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Of the 48 students in the 2015 Cohort who did not score proficient on their NYS 8th grade ELA exam, 
52.1 percent achieved at least a Level 4 on the Common Core exam. Brooklyn Ascend thus met the 
measure. 

Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 4 on Common Core exam among Students  

                                                        
13 For an explanation of the procedure to calculate the school’s PI, see page 28. 
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Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 14  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Achieving Level 4 
on Common Core exam 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 48 52.1% 

 

Goal 3: Growth Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade English language arts exam will at least partially meet 
Common Core expectations (currently scoring at Performance Level 3 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its English language arts program by enabling 
students who were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to meet the English 
requirement for graduation.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Of the 48 students in the 2015 Cohort who did not score proficient on their NYS 8th grade ELA exam, 
79.2 percent achieved at least a Level 3 on the Common Core exam. Brooklyn Ascend thus met the 
measure. 

Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 3 on Common Core exam among Students  

Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 15  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth  

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Achieving Level 3 
on Regents English Exam 

2013 2016-17 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 48 79.2% 

 

 

SUMMARY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOAL  

Though Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort fell just short of the 65-percent threshold for 
scoring at least a Level 4 on the Regents English exam, we are confident in the strength of Ascend’s 
high school English curriculum to place students on the path to college. The vast majority of 
Brooklyn Ascend students are passing the Regents English exam, indicating they are at least partially 

                                                        
14 Based on the highest score for each student on the English Regents exam 

15 Based on the highest score for each student on the English Regents exam 
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meeting Common Core expectations, and a significant majority are attaining at least Level 4. 
Compared to the school’s host district, a much larger portion students are passing and achieving 
high performance levels on the exam. We will continue working to ensure that students are able 
meet and exceed expectations in order to attain Level 4 and 5 on the assessment.  

 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will meet or exceed Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 4 on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts 
(Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Did not meet 

Absolute 
 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will at least partially meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at 
or above Performance Level 3 on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts 
(Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Met 

Absolute 

Each year, the Performance Index (PI) on the Regents English exam of 
students completing their fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet 
the state Measure of Interim Progress (MIP) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system.  

Did not meet 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English 
Language Arts (Common Core) will exceed the percentage of comparable 
students from the district meeting or exceeding Common Core expectations. 

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on the Regents Exam in English Language Arts 
(Common Core) will exceed the percentage of comparable students in the 
district at least partially meeting Common Core expectations. 

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the Performance Index (PI) in Regents English of students in the 
fourth year of their high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of 
comparable students from the school district of comparison.  (Using 2016-17 
school district results.) 

Not available 

Growth 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade English 
language arts exam will meet or exceed Common Core expectations 
(currently scoring at or above Performance Level 4 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth 
year in the cohort. 

Met 

Growth 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade English 
language arts exam will at least partially meet Common Core expectations 
(currently scoring at least Performance Level 3 on the Regents Exam in 
English Language Arts (Common Core)) by the completion of their fourth 
year in the cohort. 

Met 

 

ACTION PLAN 

Students in Brooklyn Ascend’s first fourth-year cohort (the 2015 Cohort) made significant 
achievements, including nearly all students in the cohort graduating and matriculating—at rates 
significantly higher than the school’s host district. Students also achieved notable levels of success 
on several Regents exams, surpassing the performance of their district peers in almost all cases. 
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Still, much work remains to ensure that all students are meeting or exceeding Common Core 
expectations and reaching Performance Level 4 or higher, and in ensuring that the school is 
adequately preparing students for college and career as measured by the College and Career 
Readiness Index. We must continue to build on this progress already being made by younger 
cohorts by strengthening the high school program at Ascend more generally, and through targeted 
interventions and initiatives aimed at improving student performance at the high school in SY 2019-
20. 

We have hired a strong and experienced charter high school leader who began at the network in 
April 2019 and took the helm of the high school as school director on in July 2019. The director has 
already undertaken significant adjustments at the school, and we are highly confident in her 
leadership capacity and vision. In SY 2018-19, Ascend also invested heavily in high school curricular 
and coaching supports at the network office, including directors of high school humanities and high 
school STEM. This coincided with the addition of deans of instruction to the high school, who are 
receiving extensive training from the network directors and who in turn work with the high school 
teachers to strengthen instruction. This work will continue in SY 2019-20 as improvements and 
refinements to the curriculum continue to be made and implemented with fidelity. We also expect 
that a large turnover in staff at the high school this year will positively impact instruction. 

In addition to these efforts, two network-wide initiatives in SY 2019-20 will focus on the high school. 
These include (1) an emphasis on starting the year strong and creating a student culture rooted 
deeply in the enduring pride of the high school community, and (2) an effort to create inquiry-based 
classrooms where students think critically, write cogently, and think broadly, thereby igniting 
curiosity across the school. In order to implement the first initiative, the managing director will 
work with the school leaders to tighten and clearly define school-wide procedures and routines, 
establish cultural programming and traditions that reflect the commitment to a liberal arts 
education, and ensure the visual culture in the school reflects Ascend’s core value of excellence. To 
implement the second initiative, the school will set incremental targets for internal assessments as 
school and network leaders work closely with teachers to ensure that rigorous and inquiry-based 
learning is incorporated into all lessons. As a result of these initiatives, we expect a commitment to 
cultural and instructional excellence will result in more students achieving at the level required to 
not only pass Regents exams, but to ensure students are fully prepared for college-level coursework 
and are meeting or exceeding the rigorous standards of the Common Core.  

The school will continue to operate a robust college access and success program to ensure that 
students graduate from Brooklyn Ascend and are accepted to and persist in college after 
graduation.  

GOAL 4: MATHEMATICS 

Goal 4: Mathematics 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School students will meet grade level expectations in mathematics 
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BACKGROUND 

Brooklyn Ascend implements the Ascend Common Core curriculum. In SY 2018-19, mathematics 
curriculum and instruction was structured as follows: 

Math in the lower school will be taught daily in two periods of 45 minutes each on Monday through 
Thursday, and one 45-minute period on Friday, covering the following components of math 
instruction: 

• The first math period per day (Monday-Friday) covers Math Workshop. Our math program is 
built on the Launch, Explore, Discuss (LED) model, deployed in Math Workshop. In the LED 
approach, students build enduring conceptual understanding and problem-solving skills by 
progressing through three stages of learning: concrete (manipulatives), pictorial (visual 
representations and models), and abstract (equations). 

• The second period (Monday-Thursday) covers both Number Stories and math fluency. In 
Number Stories, an Ascend-developed program, students spend an entire period studying a 
single Common Core-style math problem, constructing their own solutions, defending their 
thinking, and comparing their approaches. When they see the approaches other scholars 
devise, they learn that there isn't one “right” way to solve a problem. When they then grasp 
the logic that bridges the several approaches, they deepen their understanding of essential 
concepts—and behold math’s beauty. In preparing for Number Stories lessons, teachers 
anticipate methods of varying sophistication that students will use to solve the problem. 
Teachers track the levels of individual students and facilitate the advancement of each 
scholar to the next level. Taught using Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI), Number Stories 
was launched throughout the Ascend network in spring 2014.  

For approximately 10 minutes a day, students will practice math routines to build 
automaticity and fluency in computation. 

 

In the middle school, one 90-minute math period per day will be deployed for the EngageNY math 
sequence, which also uses the Launch, Explore, Discuss model. This edition is highly aligned with the 
Common Core Learning Standards.  

Ascend has created a powerful culture of response to instructional data (RTI) to support and 
enhance learning, and will continue to develop and employ a variety of assessments to measure 
progress towards mastering standards. In addition to New York State exams administered each 
spring, teachers use benchmark and mock assessments, unit tests, STEP assessments, norm-
referenced NWEA MAP assessments, and other measures of student performance during the 
course of the year. The Illuminate Data and Assessment (DnA) system allows staff to monitor 
progress and assess student comprehension, and supports data-driven teacher training and 
evaluation through access to instant feedback. Teachers and leaders consistently review student 
work and achievement data and trends, resulting in effective planning for upcoming lessons and 
timely and purposeful feedback to students. Recognizing the impact of feedback on student access 
of knowledge and academic achievement, Ascend in SY 2016-17 implemented the Continuous 
Monitoring and Response to Student Work initiative. The initiative, which has remained a network-
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wide focus since SY 2016-17, focuses on frequent review and analysis of student data to support 
accurate teacher diagnosis of misconceptions, allow strategic instructional adjustments, and ensure 
that students receive effective feedback in order to improve their understanding.  

All Ascend schools participate in Teacher Planning and Development (TPD), a network-wide 
program begun in SY 2015-16 aimed at improving teaching and learning and creating a platform for 
teacher collaboration. Through unit studies, planning and assessment studies, lesson debriefs, 
teach-backs, and data meetings, TPD meetings represent a critical piece of a professional 
development program that also includes pre-service training, full professional development days, 
afterschool sessions, and ongoing coaching and modeling. The TPD program complements the 
Continuous Monitoring initiative by providing dedicated time in teachers’ and leaders’ schedules for 
analysis of student work, tracking data, and developing teacher strategies for improving their 
response to student performance during lessons. 

In school year 2018-19 the Ascend network initiatives were (1) Strengthening Early Literacy in 
grades K-2, (2) Continuous Monitoring of Student Work (K-8), (3) Strengthening Implementation of 
Responsive Classroom in grades K-8. 

The intended outcomes of the Early Literacy initiative were to establish a network-wide vision of 
excellent guided reading instruction and provide guided reading training and oversight throughout 
the year, increase Read Aloud instruction to take place every day in grades K, 1, and the first term of 
grade 2 to ensure that students listen to and discuss great books and see models of the thinking 
readers do, and establish Readers Workshop to ensure teachers strategically introduce to all 
students the skills and strategies needed to tackle grade level texts. 

The intended outcomes of the Continuous Monitoring initiative were to improve student reading 
and math achievement by improving the ability of teachers and leaders to accurately evaluate 
student work to assess mastery; improve the ability of teachers to identify misconceptions 
evidenced in student work; plan and deliver effective student feedback; improve student mastery 
through application of frequent, targeted teacher feedback; improve the efficacy and efficiency of 
instruction through analysis of regularly collected student work; and improve the mechanisms for 
monitoring student progress daily and weekly. 

Through the Responsive Classroom initiative, we sought to create a sense of community, increase 
cognitive engagement and student autonomy, and improve academic performance. Improvement 
will be measured by positive responses to staff and student survey questions on order, discipline, 
and respect, and by improvements in reading and math achievement. 

 

Goal 4:  Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at 
proficiency on the New York State mathematics examination for grades 3-8.  

METHOD 

The school administered the New York State Testing Program mathematics assessment to students 
in third through eighth grade in April 2019.  Each student’s raw score has been converted to a 
grade-specific scaled score and a performance level.   
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The table below summarizes participation information for this year’s test administration.   The table 
indicates total enrollment and total number of students tested.  It also provides a detailed 
breakdown of those students excluded from the exam.  Note that this table includes all students 
according to grade level, even if they have not enrolled in at least their second year.  

 

2018-19 State Mathematics Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

Grade 
Total 

Tested 

Not Tested16 Total 
Enrolled IEP ELL Absent Refused 

3 134 0 0 0 2 136 

4 139 0 0 0 0 139 

5 114 2 0 0 0 116 

6 109 1 0 0 0 110 

7 113 0 0 0 0 113 

8 0* 0 0 0 108 108 

All 609 3 0 0 110 719 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Seventy-five-point-two percent of Brooklyn Ascend students enrolled in at least their second year 
achieved proficiency on the NYS mathematics exam in SY 2018-19, compared 74.5 percent of all 
Brooklyn Ascend students in tested grades achieved proficiency, thereby meeting the measure and 
surpassing the 75-percent threshold. Performance was notably strong in grades 3 and 6, where 
students exceeded the absolute measure by achieving more than 80-percent proficiency. 
Performance across all grades was strong, with no grade achieving less than 68-percent proficiency. 

 

Performance on 2018-19 State Mathematics Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 

Grades 

All Students   
Enrolled in at least their 

Second Year 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested  

3 83.6% 134 82.9% 123 

4 67.6% 139 68.3% 126 

5 70.2% 114 69.8% 106 

6 80.7% 109 82.7% 98 

7 70.8% 113 72.8% 103 

All  74.5% 609 75.2% 556 

                                                        
16 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

For the second year, eighth grade students at Brooklyn Ascend sat for the Algebra I Regents exam in 
place of the NYS Common Core mathematics exam. This year, 89.7 percent of students tested in 
grade 8 passed the exam, similar to the 86.6 percent who passed in SY 2017-18 

 

Performance on a Regents Mathematics Exam 
Of 8th Grade All Students by Year 

 

 
Grade Year 

Regents 
Exam  

Percent 
Passing with 

a 65 

Number 
Tested  

8 2016-17 n/a n/a n/a 

8 2017-18 Algebra I 86.6% 82 

8 2018-19 Algebra I 89.7% 87 

 

Since SY 2016-17, Brooklyn Ascend students have steadily improved their overall proficiency, for a 
total growth of 21.5 percentage points over the two-year period. In notable achievements, grade 6 
and 7 continued with a second year of impressive gains, for a growth of more than 30 points in 
grade 6 and nearly 20 points in grade 7 since SY 2016-17. 

 

Mathematics Performance by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
Achieving Proficiency  

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

3 70.2% 121 87.8% 123 82.9% 123 

4 50.8% 128 68.6% 118 68.3% 126 

5 59.7% 119 52.3% 88 69.8% 106 

6 49.4% 87 81.3% 96 82.7% 98 

7 53.5% 99 66.7% 90 72.8% 103 

8 28.0% 75 -- 0 -- 0 

All 53.7% 629 72.4% 515 75.2% 556 

 

Goal 4:  Absolute Measure 

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (“PI”) on the state mathematics exam will 
meet that year’s state Measure of Interim Progress (“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

METHOD 

In New York State, ESSA school performance goals are met by showing that an absolute proportion 
of a school's students who have taken the mathematics test have scored at the partially proficient, 
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or proficient and advanced performance levels (Levels 2 or 3 & 4).  The percentage of students at 
each of these three levels is used to calculate a PI and determine if the school has met the MIP set 
each year by the state’s ESSA accountability system.  To achieve this measure, all tested students 
must have a PI value that equals or exceeds the state’s 2018-19 mathematics MIP for all students of 
107.  The PI is the sum of the percent of students in all tested grades combined scoring at Level 2, 
plus two times the percent of students scoring at Level 3, plus two-and-a-half times the percent of 
students scoring at Level 4.  Thus, the highest possible PI is 250.  

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In mathematics, Brooklyn Ascend achieved a PI of 187.7, exceeding the MIP value of 107 and 
thereby meeting the measure. 

Mathematics 2017-18 Performance Level Index (PI)  

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Performance Level  

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

609 9.7% 15.8% 28.9% 45.6%  

      
  PI = 15.8 + 28.9 + 45.6 = 90.3  
        28.9 + 

+ 
45.6 
45.6 

= 
= 

74.5 
22.8 

 

           PI = 187.7  

 

Goal 4:  Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least their second year and 
performing at proficiency on the state mathematics exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the school district of comparison. 

METHOD 

A school compares the performance of tested students enrolled in at least their second year to that 
of all tested students in the public school district of comparison.  Comparisons are between the 
results for each grade in which the school had tested students in at least their second year at the 
school and the total result for all students at the corresponding grades in the school district.17 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s aggregate performance outpaced Community School District 18 by nearly 40 
percentage points. Thus, the school met the measure. Brooklyn Ascend students also outperformed 
their district peers in every grade in SY 2018-19 by significant margins.   

 

 

                                                        
17 Schools can acquire these data when the New York State Education Department releases its database containing grade level 

ELA and math test results for all schools and districts statewide.  The NYSED announces the release of the data on its News 
Release webpage. 

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2019
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2019
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2018-19 State Mathematics Exam  
Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level  

Grade 

Percent of Students at or Above Proficiency 

Charter School Students 
In At Least 2nd Year 

All District Students 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

3 82.9% 123 50.1% 1,041 

4 68.3% 126 39.4% 1,081 

5 69.8% 106 33.0% 1,057 

6 82.7% 98 27.3% 1,053 

7 72.8% 103 27.3% 1,063 

8 -- 0 -- -- 

All 75.2% 556 35.4% 5,295 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

While students in CSD 18 have shown a 2.2-percentage-point improvement in proficiency over two 
years, Brooklyn Ascend students have improved by 21.5 points in the same time frame. Since SY 
2016-17, Brooklyn Ascend has outperformed CSD 18 in all but one case.  

Mathematics Performance of Charter School and Local District  
by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in at Least their Second Year Who Are at 
Proficiency Compared to Local District Students  

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Charter 
School  

District  
Charter 
School  

District  
Charter 
School  

District  

3 70.2% 34.4% 87.8% 43.7% 82.9% 50.1% 

4 50.8% 37.4% 68.6% 33.8% 68.3% 39.4% 

5 59.7% 27.2% 52.3% 27.3% 69.8% 33.0% 

6 49.4% 20.7% 81.3% 23.7% 82.7% 27.3% 

7 53.5% 34.9% 66.7% 24.5% 72.8% 27.3% 

8 28.0% 44.1% -- -- -- -- 

All 53.7% 33.3% 72.4% 30.6% 75.2% 35.4% 

 

Goal 4:  Comparative Measure 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the state mathematics exam 

by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing higher than expected to a meaningful degree) 
according to a regression analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State. 

METHOD 

The Institute conducts a Comparative Performance Analysis, which compares the school’s 
performance to that of demographically similar public schools statewide.  The Institute uses a 
regression analysis to control for the percentage of economically disadvantaged students among all 
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public schools in New York State.   The Institute compares the school’s actual performance to the 
predicted performance of public schools with a similar concentration of economically 
disadvantaged students.  The difference between the school’s actual and predicted performance, 
relative to other schools with similar economically disadvantaged statistics, produces an Effect Size.  
An Effect Size of 0.3, or performing higher than expected to a meaningful degree, is the 
requirement for achieving this measure. 

Given the timing of the state’s release of economically disadvantaged data and the demands of the 
data analysis, the 2017-18 analysis is not yet available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the 
most recent Comparative Performance Analysis available.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

In SY 2017-18, Brooklyn Ascend performed 35.8 percentage points better than expected when 
controlling for the number of economically disadvantaged students taking the exam. This resulted 
in an Effect Size of 1.72, thereby meeting the measure for performing better than expected to a 
large degree. All tested grades performed better than expected to a large degree in SY 2017-18. 

2017-18 Mathematics Comparative Performance by Grade Level 

Grade 
Percent 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Number 
Tested 

Percent of Students 
at Levels 3&4 

Difference 
between Actual 
and Predicted 

Effect  
Size 

Actual Predicted 

3 84.8 142 85.9 43.2 42.7 1.97 

4 80.4 135 68.1 38.5 29.6 1.41 

5 82.7 110 50.9 31.9 19.0 1.02 

6 83.3 109 78.9 31.3 47.6 2.30 

7 87.0 106 65.1 25.7 39.4 1.88 

8 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

All 83.5 602 70.6 34.8 35.8 1.72 

 

School’s Overall Comparative Performance: 

Higher than expected to a large degree 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Brooklyn Ascend has, in each of the past three years, performed better than expected to a large 
degree. The school’s Effect Size has increased since steadily SY 2015-16. 

Mathematics Comparative Performance by School Year 
 

School 
Year 

Grades 
Percent 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Number 
Tested 

Actual Predicted 
Effect 
Size 

2015-16 3-8 83.8 573 42.0 26.7 0.80 

2016-17 3-8 85.5 688 53.2 26.3 1.41 

2017-18 3-7 83.5 602 70.6 34.8 1.72 
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Goal 4: Growth Measure18  

Each year, under the state’s Growth Model, the school’s mean unadjusted growth percentile in 
mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will be above the target of 50.   

METHOD 

This measure examines the change in performance of the same group of students from one year to 
the next and the progress they are making in comparison to other students with the same score in 
the previous year.  The analysis only includes students who took the state exam in 2017-18 and also 
have a state exam score in 2016-17 including students who were retained in the same grade.  
Students with the same 2016-17 scores are ranked by their 2017-18 scores and assigned a 
percentile based on their relative growth in performance (student growth percentile).  Students’ 
growth percentiles are aggregated school-wide to yield a school’s mean growth percentile.  In order 
for a school to meet the measure, the school would have to achieve a mean growth percentile 
above the target of 50. 

Given the timing of the state’s release of Growth Model data, the 2018-19 analysis is not yet 
available. This report contains 2017-18 results, the most recent Growth Model data available.19   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend achieved an overall mean growth percentile of 65.0 in SY 2017-18, compared to 
the statewide median of 50.0. Thus, Brooklyn Ascend met the measure. Each grade’s mean 
percentile at Brooklyn Ascend exceeded the statewide median.  

2017-18 Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level 

Grade 
Mean Growth Percentile 

School Target 

4 51.0 50.0 

5 54.3 50.0 

6 79.2 50.0 

7 80.6 50.0 

8 -- 50.0 

All 65.0 50.0 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Brooklyn Ascend’s mean growth percentile has remained steadily above the statewide median for 
the past three years. 

 

 

 

                                                        
18 See Guidelines for Creating a SUNY Accountability Plan for an explanation. 

19 Schools can acquire these data from the NYSED’s business portal: portal.nysed.gov. 

http://www.newyorkcharters.org/operate/first-year-schools/accountability-plan/
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Mathematics Mean Growth Percentile by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 
Mean Growth Percentile 

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 Target 

4 72.7 50.9 51.0 50.0 

5 65.4 55.2 54.3 50.0 

6 61.4 73.1 79.2 50.0 

7 58.4 79.1 80.6 50.0 

8 74.4 75.1 -- 50.0 

All 66.9 65.2 65.0 50.0 

 

SUMMARY OF THE MATHEMATICS GOAL 

Brooklyn Ascend students displayed notable academic achievements overall and at each grade level 
in SY 2018-19, with the school for the first time meeting the absolute measure of more than 75 
percent of students proficient in math and meeting all other accountability measures.  

The school is confident in the strength of the Ascend Common Core curriculum, as evidenced by 
students in three grades achieving impressive proficiency levels of over 75 percent in SY 2018-19, 
and students in other grades making significant gains in recent years. Brooklyn Ascend students 
across all tested grades once again outperformed their district peers by significant margins. Over 
the past two years, cohorts have achieved steady proficiency gains, resulting in a steadily mean 
growth percentile that exceeds the statewide median. Relative to similarly economically 
disadvantaged students across the state, Brooklyn Ascend students improved their performance 
markedly in SY 2017-18, performing better than expected to a large degree at every grade level.  

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year will perform at proficiency on the New York State 
mathematics exam for grades 3-8.  

Met 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate PI on the state’s English language arts 
exam will meet that year’s state MIP as set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system. 

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled in at least 
their second year and performing at proficiency on the state mathematics 
exam will be greater than that of students in the same tested grades in the 
school district of comparison.  

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of performance on the 
state mathematics exam by an Effect Size of 0.3 or above (performing 
higher than expected to a meaningful degree) according to a regression 
analysis controlling for economically disadvantaged students among all 
public schools in New York State. (Using 2017-18 results.) 

Met 

Growth 
Each year, under the state’s Growth Model the school’s mean unadjusted 
growth percentile in mathematics for all tested students in grades 4-8 will 
be above the target of 50. (Using the 2017-18 results.)   

Met 
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ACTION PLAN 

Through the next accountability period, Brooklyn Ascend will continue to build on its most 
successful practices and results in math, while improving on areas of weakness with targeted 
adjustments and interventions.  

Brooklyn Ascend will effect Ascend’s network-wide initiatives in SY 2019-20: Strengthening 
Foundations in Reading in grades K-2, Closing the Gap in grades 5-8, the Continuous Monitoring of 
Student Work in K-8, and Launching Strong and Refining the Ascend Culture in K-8. These initiatives 
represent the continuation and refinement of initiatives begun in previous school years at Ascend.  

The Continuous Monitoring of Student Work Initiative begun in SY 2015-16 will again be 
implemented to support accurate teacher diagnosis of misconceptions, allow strategic instructional 
adjustments, and ensure effective feedback in order to improve student understanding. Continuous 
Monitoring will continue to inform the Teacher Planning and Development (TPD) program, as well 
as teacher evaluations and coaching.  

In grades 5-8, in the effort to close the gap and ensure all students are learning and achieving, we 
will create, train, and implement a modifications manual to ensure all students have access to tier 1 
curriculum at the middle school level, adjust scheduling guidelines to for additional student 
interventions, and implement year-round after-school math intensives three times per week for at 
least students in grade 5, in an effort to remedy the general trend of declines in achievement from 
grade 4 to grade 5. 

The network’s initiative related to strong school launches and refining Ascend’s distinctive culture 
will establish the Ascend vision for school culture. Schools’ managing directors will explicitly define 
excellence in Ascend student culture through a new student culture rubric and will consistently 
observe school routines and deans of students’ referrals. School directors were trained throughout 
Summer Institute on whole school routines and procedures, and will continue to train on and 
practice these procedures through the first few weeks of schools. These cultural refinements will 
contribute meaningfully to increased academic performance across all grades. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS 

 

Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will exceed Common 
Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 4 on a Regents mathematics 
exam) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school administered the Regents mathematics exam(s) that students must pass to graduate.  
The school scores Regents on a scale from 0 to 100.  The State Education Department currently 
defines the college and career readiness standard as scoring at or above Performance Level 4 
(meeting Common Core expectations) on any Regents Common Core mathematics exams.  This 
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measure examines the percent of the Accountability Cohort that achieved at least Performance 
Level 4 by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Seventeen-point-four percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Accountability Cohort 
scored at least a Level 4 on a Regents mathematics exam by the end of their fourth. The school thus 
did not meet the measure. These results are concerning, and we are working closely to ensure that 
more students end their high school career meeting Common Core expectations in math. In 
particular, following two successful pilot years of administering the Algebra I Regents exam in grade 
8 at Brooklyn Ascend, all Ascend middle schools will administer the Algebra I Regents to students in 
grade 8, allowing students an additional opportunity to meet Common Core expectations.  We also 
attribute the weaker performance of the 2015 Cohort to staffing transitions in the mathematics 
department and to cultural challenges experienced at the high school more generally over the past 
two years. As described below, we are confident that the school has made significant progress in 
mitigating these challenges, which will result in higher achievement going forward. 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 4 on a Regents Mathematics Common Core Exam 

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort20  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number 
in 

Cohort 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 4 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 17.4% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

A higher proportion of the 2016 Cohort, by the end of their third year, have achieved a Level 4 on at 
least one Regents mathematics exam, indicating that more students will graduate meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations. By the end of SY 2018-19, the first- and second-year cohorts 
were making progress towards this measure. 

Percent Achieving at Least Level 4 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Level 4 

2015 63 17.4% 

2016 54 31.5% 

2017 101 14.9% 

2018 135 19.3% 

 

Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

                                                        
20 Based on the highest score for each student on a mathematics Regents exam 
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Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will at least partially 
meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or above Performance Level 3 on a Regents 
mathematics exam) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school administered the Regents mathematics exam(s) that students must pass to graduate.  
The school scores Regents on a scale from 0 to 100.  The State Education Department currently 
defines the cut off for passing and meeting the requirement for graduation as scoring at or above 
Performance Level 3 (partially meeting Common Core expectations) on the Regents mathematics 
exams.  This measure examines the percent of the Accountability Cohort that achieved at least 
Performance Level 3 by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Ninety-two-point-one percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort achieved at least a 
Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam by the end of their fourth year; Brooklyn Ascend thereby 
met the measure. 

Percent Scoring at Least Level 3 on a Regents Mathematics Common Core Exam 

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort21  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Number 

in 
Cohort 

Percent Scoring at Least 
Level 3 on a Regents 
Mathematics Exam 

 
Fourth 

Year 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 92.1% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Brooklyn Ascend’s 2016 and 2017 Cohorts have already met the measure by the completion of SY 
2018-18, and the 2018 Cohort remains on track to exceed the measure in subsequent years. 

Percent Achieving at Least Level 3 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2015 63 92.1% 

2016 54 98.1% 

2017 101 88.1% 

2018 135 74.8% 

 

 Goal 4: Absolute Measure 

                                                        
21 Based on the highest score for each student on a mathematics Regents exam 
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Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) on the Regents mathematics exam of students completing 
their fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet the state’s Measure of Interim Progress 
(“MIP”) set forth in the state’s ESSA accountability system. 

METHOD 

In the state’s revised calculation of the high school Performance Index, schools now receive 
additional credit for students scoring at Accountability Level 4.22  To achieve this measure, all tested 
students in the Accountability Cohort must have a PI that equals or exceeds the state’s 2018-19 
mathematics MIP for all students of 151.  

The Performance Index is calculated as such: (percent of students scoring at Accountability Level 2) 
+ 2*(percent of students scoring at Accountability Level 3) + 2.5 * (percent of students scoring at 
Accountability Level 4).  Thus, the highest possible PI is 250.  The basis for the percent of students is 
the school’s fourth year Accountability Cohort.  Regents Common Core mathematics exams are 
scored on a scale from 0 to 100; 0 to 64 is Accountability Level 1, 65 to 79 is Accountability Level 2 
(65 to 77 for Algebra II); 80 to 84 is Accountability Level 3 (78 to 84 for Algebra II), and 85 to 100 is 
Accountability Level 4. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Cohort achieved a PI of 110.1, falling short of the MIP value and thus failing 
to meet the measure.  

Mathematics Performance Index (PI)  

For the 2015 High School Accountability Cohort 

Number in 
Cohort  

Percent of Students at Each Accountability Level  

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4  

63 7.9% 74.6% 15.9% 1.6%  

      
  PI = 74.6 + 15.9 + 1.6 = 92.1  
        15.9 + 1.6 = 17.2  
         + (.5)*1.6 = 0.8  
           PI = 110.1  

 

Goal 4: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort meeting or exceeding Common 
Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exams will exceed the percentage of comparable 
students in the district meeting or exceeding Common Core expectations. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school Total 
Cohort to that of the respective Total Cohort of students in the school district of comparison.  Due 
to availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and not the 

                                                        
22 For more details on the score ranges used to determine Accountability Levels as distinguished from Performance 
Levels, see 
www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/documents/2017RegentsScoreRangesforAnnualandAccountabilityReporting.pdf  

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs/documents/2017RegentsScoreRangesforAnnualandAccountabilityReporting.pdf
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Accountability Cohort results.  In order to meet or exceed Common Core expectations, a student 
must achieve Performance Level 4 or 5.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the 
summer of their fourth year, the school presents most recently available school district results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Cohort exceeded the performance of the host district. The percentage of 
Brooklyn Ascend students attaining a Level 4 or 5 on a Regents mathematics exam exceeded that of 
the district by more than 10 percentage points. Brooklyn Ascend met the measure. 

 

Percent Achieving Performance Level 4 or Higher on a Mathematics Regents   

of Fourth-Year Total Cohorts by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent Level 4 or 5 
Number in 

Cohort 
Percent Level 4 or 5 

Number in 
Cohort 

2013 2016-17 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 17.5% 63 5% 1,214 

 

Goal 4: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort at least partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exams will exceed the percentage of 
comparable students in the district at least partially meeting Common Core expectations. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school Total 
Cohort to that of the respective Total Cohort of students in the school district of comparison.  Due 
to availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and not the 
Accountability Cohort results.  In order to at least partially meet Common Core expectations, a 
student would need to pass the exam and score at Performance Level 3 or higher (i.e. scoring at 
least 65).Given that students may take Regents exam up through the summer of their fourth year, 
the school presents most recently available school district results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend’s 2015 Cohort also exceeded the performance of the host district with the 
percentage of Brooklyn Ascend students attaining at least a Level 3 on a Regents mathematics 
exam. Ninety-two percent of Brooklyn Ascend students attained a Level 3 or higher, compared to 67 
percent of students in the host district.   

Percent Achieving Performance Level 3 or Higher on a Mathematics Regents   

of Fourth-Year Total Cohorts by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 

 
 

Fourth  
Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent Level 3 or 
Higher 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Level 3 or 
Higher 

Number in 
Cohort 
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2013 2016-17 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 92.1% 63 67% 1,214 

 

Goal 4: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the Performance Index (“PI”) in Regents mathematics of students in the fourth year of 
their high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of comparable students from the school 
district of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school 
Accountability Cohort to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district of 
comparison.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the summer of their fourth 
year, the school presents most recently available school district results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

District-level PI results are not yet available. 

Mathematics Regents Performance Index (PI)   

of Fourth-Year Accountability Cohorts by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 

 
Fourth 

Year  

Charter School School District 

PI 
Cohort 

Size 
PI 

Cohort 
Size 

2013 2016-17 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 110.1 63 n/a n/a 

 

Goal 4: Growth Measure 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics exam will meet the college and career 
readiness standard (currently scoring at Performance Level 4 and fully meeting Common Core 
expectations on a Regents mathematics exam) by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its mathematics program by enabling students who 
were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to grow to meeting the mathematics 
requirement for the college and career readiness standard.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Of the 57 students in the 2015 Cohort who did not score proficient on the NYS Common Core 
mathematics exam in grade 8, 14 percent achieved a Level 4 on a mathematics Regents exam. 
Brooklyn Ascend did not meet the measure. 
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Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 4 on a Mathematics Regents Exam among Students  

Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 23  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Achieving Level 4 
on Common Core Exam 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 57 14.0% 

Goal 4: Growth Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort who did not score 
proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics exam will at least partially meet Common 
Core expectations (currently scoring at Performance Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam) by 
the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

The school demonstrates the effectiveness of its mathematics program by enabling students who 
were not meeting proficiency standards in the eighth grade to move to meeting the English 
requirement for graduation.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Of the 57 students in the 2015 Cohort who did not score proficient on the NYS Common Core 
mathematics exam in grade 8, 91.2 percent achieved at least a Level 3 on a mathematics Regents 
exam. Brooklyn Ascend met the measure. 

Percent Achieving at Least Performance Level 3 on a Mathematics Regents Exam among Students  

Who Were Not Proficient in the 8th Grade by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort 24  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent Achieving Level 3  

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 57 91.2% 

 

SUMMARY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS GOAL 25 

In math, students in Brooklyn Ascend’s first fourth-year Cohort did not meet or exceed Common 
Core expectations in large numbers, thereby failing to meet our expectations or aspirations for 
them. Still, we are encouraged by the number of students who were able to achieve Level 3 or 

                                                        
23 Based on the highest score for each student on the English Regents exam 

24 Based on the highest score for each student on the mathematics Regents exam 

25 If the school includes a middle school component, add these measures to the subject area goal for the younger grades. 
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higher on a Regents mathematics exam and thus passing and putting them on the path towards 
graduation and success in college.  

 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year, 65 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will meet or exceed Common Core expectations (currently scoring at or 
above Performance Level 4 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Did not meet 

Absolute 
 

Each year, 80 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
will at least partially meet Common Core expectations (currently scoring at 
or above Performance Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Met 

Absolute 

Each year, the Performance Index (PI) in mathematics of students 
completing their fourth year in the Accountability Cohort will meet the state 
Measure of Interim Progress (MIP) set forth in the state’s ESSA 
accountability system.  

Did not meet 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exam will 
exceed the percentage of comparable students from the district meeting or 
exceeding Common Core expectations. 

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students in the Total Cohort partially meeting 
Common Core expectations on a Regents mathematics exam will exceed the 
percentage of comparable students in the district at least partially meeting 
Common Core expectations. 

Met 

Comparative 

Each year, the Performance Index (PI) in Regents mathematics of students in 
the fourth year of their high school Accountability Cohort will exceed that of 
comparable students from the school district of comparison.  (Using 2016-17 
school district results.) 

Not available 

Growth 

Each year, 50 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics 
exam will meet or exceed Common Core expectations (currently scoring at 
or above Performance Level 4 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Did not meet 

Growth 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort 
who did not score proficient on their New York State 8th grade mathematics 
exam will at least partially meet Common Core expectations (currently 
scoring at least Performance Level 3 on a Regents mathematics exam) by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

Met 

 

ACTION PLAN 

Students in Brooklyn Ascend’s first fourth-year cohort (the 2015 Cohort) made significant 
achievements, including nearly all students in the cohort graduating and matriculating—at rates 
significantly higher than the school’s host district. Students also achieved notable levels of success 
on several Regents exams, surpassing the performance of their district peers in almost all cases. 
Still, much work remains to ensure that all students are meeting or exceeding Common Core 
expectations and reaching Performance Level 4 or higher, and in ensuring that the school is 
adequately preparing students for college and career as measured by the College and Career 
Readiness Index. We must continue to build on this progress already being made by younger 
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cohorts by strengthening the high school program at Ascend more generally, and through targeted 
interventions and initiatives aimed at improving student performance at the high school in SY 2019-
20. 

We have hired a strong and experienced charter high school leader who began at the network in 
April 2019 and took the helm of the high school as school director on in July 2019. The director has 
already undertaken significant adjustments at the school, and we are highly confident in her 
leadership capacity and vision. In SY 2018-19, Ascend also invested heavily in high school curricular 
and coaching supports at the network office, including directors of high school humanities and high 
school STEM. This coincided with the addition of deans of instruction to the high school, who are 
receiving extensive training from the network directors and who in turn work with the high school 
teachers to strengthen instruction. This work will continue in SY 2019-20 as improvements and 
refinements to the curriculum continue to be made and implemented with fidelity. We also expect 
that a large turnover in staff at the high school this year will positively impact instruction. 

In addition to these efforts, two network-wide initiatives in SY 2019-20 will focus on the high school. 
These include (1) an emphasis on starting the year strong and creating a student culture rooted 
deeply in the enduring pride of the high school community, and (2) an effort to create inquiry-based 
classrooms where students think critically, write cogently, and think broadly, thereby igniting 
curiosity across the school. In order to implement the first initiative, the managing director will 
work with the school leaders to tighten and clearly define school-wide procedures and routines, 
establish cultural programming and traditions that reflect the commitment to a liberal arts 
education, and ensure the visual culture in the school reflects Ascend’s core value of excellence. To 
implement the second initiative, the school will set incremental targets for internal assessments as 
school and network leaders work closely with teachers to ensure that rigorous and inquiry-based 
learning is incorporated into all lessons. As a result of these initiatives, we expect a commitment to 
cultural and instructional excellence will result in more students achieving at the level required to 
not only pass Regents exams, but to ensure students are fully prepared for college-level coursework 
and are meeting or exceeding the rigorous standards of the Common Core.  

The school will continue to operate a robust college access and success program to ensure that 
students graduate from Brooklyn Ascend and are accepted to and persist in college after 
graduation.  

GOAL 5: SCIENCE 

Goal 5: Science 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School students will meet grade level expectations in science.  

BACKGROUND 

Brooklyn Ascend implements the Ascend Common Core curriculum. In SY 2018-19, the science 
curriculum was structured as follows: 

• In the lower school, Ascend’s original inquiry-based science program derives from the 
MacMillan/McGraw-Hill’s A Closer Look science program, which was selected for its strong 
Common Core alignment, integration of rich content with well-conceived inquiry 
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experiments, and vibrant, engaging textbooks. The program’s goal is to provide all students 
with a solid foundation in science literacy. Students develop their ability to observe, 
describe, compare, inquire, and evaluate while studying the “big ideas” and essential core 
concepts of science. The program was developed to meet the requirements and 
expectations established in both the National Science Education Standards and in the 
Benchmarks for Science Literacy. 
 
Each year students begin with an introduction to the work of scientists currently studying 
real world concerns. Every unit reflects the broad science content standard, beginning with 
the “big idea” question and where each lesson supports a particular aspect of that question. 
Each grade level contains two complete units on Life Science, Earth Science, and Physical 
Science. 
 

• In the middle school, students learn standards-based science in the context of intriguing 
personal and societal issues through the Science Education for Public Understanding 
Program (SEPUP), developed at the University of California at Berkeley and composed of 
courses in Issues and Earth Science, Issues and Life Science, and Issues and Physical Science. 

Goal 5: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year will perform at or 
above proficiency on the New York State science examination. 

METHOD 

The school administered the New York State Testing Program science assessment to students in 
fourth and eighth grade in spring 2019.  The school converted each student’s raw score to a 
performance level and a grade-specific scaled score.  The criterion for success on this measure 
requires students enrolled in at least their second year to score at proficiency.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Seventy-one-point-one percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in grades 4 and 8 were found 
proficient on the New York State science exam in SY 2018-19. Therefore, the school fell just short of 
meeting the measure. Students in grade 4 performed well, exceeding the measure by 0.5 
percentage points.  

 

Charter School Performance on 2018-19 State Science Exam 

By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

Grade 

Percent of Students at Proficiency of Students in At 
Least 2nd Year 

Percent Proficient Number Tested 

4 75.5% 139 

8 65.4% 107 

All 71.1% 246 



 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School 2018-19 Accountability Plan Progress Report Page 54 of 62 

 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

The performance of Brooklyn Ascend’s grade 4 students decreased from SY 2017-18 to SY 2018-19. 
This decline is concerning, and we are closely monitoring performance in science this year to ensure 
students in grade 4 achieve high levels of proficiency. We attribute the decline in SY 2018-19 
primarily to a mid-year instructional leadership transition at the grade 4 level at Brooklyn Ascend. 
The grade 4 dean of instruction role has since been filled by a capable former grade 4 teacher at the 
school. We are encouraged by the significant increase in eighth grade proficiency SY 2017-18 to SY 
2018-19, narrowing the gap with their lower school peers.  

Science Performance by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 

Percent of Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year at 
Proficiency 

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

4 82.7% 133 91.6% 131 75.5% 139 

8 61.3% 75 55.4% 101 65.4% 107 

All 75.0% 208 75.9% 232 71.1% 246 

 

 

Goal 5: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at least their second year and performing at 
proficiency on the state science exam will be greater than that of all students in the same tested 
grades in the school district of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares tested students enrolled in at least their second year to all tested students in 
the public school district of comparison.  Comparisons are between the results for each grade in 
which the school had tested students in at least their second year and the results for the respective 
grades in the school district of comparison.  Given the timing of the state’s release of district 
science data, the 2018-19 comparative data may not yet be available.  If not, schools should report 
comparison to the district’s 2017-18 data. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Compared to the most recent district science exam data available (from SY 2017-18), CSD 18 
students surpassed by four percentage points the overall proficiency rate of Brooklyn Ascend 
students.  Therefore, the school fell just short of meeting the measure. Brooklyn Ascend grade 8 
students exceeded district students by nearly 10 percentage points, while grade 4 students fell 
short of their district peers.  

2018-19 State Science Exam  

Charter School and District Performance by Grade Level 
 

Grade Percent of Students at Proficiency 
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Charter School Students 
In At Least 2nd Year 

All District Students26 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

Percent 
Proficient 

Number 
Tested 

4 75.5% 139 88.9% 1,125 

8 65.4% 107 54.9% 697 

All 71.1% 246 75.7% 1,822 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Brooklyn Ascend students surpassed the performance of their district peers in both SY 2016-17 and 
SY 2017-18. 

Science Performance of Charter School and Local District 
by Grade Level and School Year 

Grade 

Percent of Charter School Students at Proficiency and Enrolled in At Least their 
Second Year Compared to Local District Students 

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Charter 
School  

District  
Charter 
School  

District  
Charter 
School  

District  

4 82.7% 83.7% 91.6% 88.9% 75.5% n/a 

8 61.3% 49.6% 55.4% 54.9% 65.4% n/a 

All 75.0% 71.6% 75.9% 75.7% 71.1% n/a 
 

SUMMARY OF THE SCIENCE GOAL 

While results for science are not yet available for CSD 18 for SY 2018-19, Brooklyn Ascend students 
are achieving high levels of proficiency and making strong gains in grade 8, indicating the strength 
of the Ascend science curriculum. Still, Brooklyn Ascend fell just short of meeting the absolute and 
comparative measures in science, indicating that there is room for improvement and that work 
remains to ensure students are meeting our standards and aspirations for them. We will continue 
to closely monitor science performance at Brooklyn Ascend and ensure that staff are implementing 
the science curriculum with fidelity. 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students enrolled in at 
least their second year will perform at or above proficiency 
on the New York State examination. 

Did not meet 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students enrolled in at 
least their second year and performing at proficiency on the 
state exam will be greater than that of all students in the 
same tested grades in the school district of comparison. 

Did not meet 

 

ACTION PLAN 

Brooklyn Ascend will build upon successful systems already in place at other Ascend schools in 
order to increase proficiency in grade 4 and build on growth already achieved in grade 8. The 

                                                        
26 This table uses the prior year’s results as 2018-19 district science scores are not yet available. 
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network’s curriculum and instruction team will continue to work with the school’s deans of 
instruction and science teachers to strengthen implementation of the science curriculum.  

HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE 

Goal 5: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will score at least 65 on a 
New York State Regents science exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 

METHOD 

New York State schools administer multiple high school science assessments; current Regent exams 
are Living Environment, Earth Science, Chemistry and Physics.  The school administered Living 
Environment and Chemistry.  It scores Regents on a scale from 0 to 100; students must score at 
least 65 to pass.  This measure requires students in each Accountability Cohort to pass any one of 
the Regents science exams by their fourth year in the cohort.  Students may have taken a particular 
Regents science exam multiple times or have taken multiple science exams.  Students have until the 
summer of their fourth year to pass a science exam.   

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Ninety-two-point-one percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort passed a Regents 
science exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort, thereby meeting the measure.  

 

Science Regents Passing Rate with a Score of 65  

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort27  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Passing with 
a score of 65 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 92.1% 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Students in the 2016 Cohort have already exceeded the measure, with 88.9 percent of students 
passing a Regent science exam at the completion of their third year. Subsequent cohorts continue 
to make progress towards the goal.  

Science Regents Passing Rate with a score of 65 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

                                                        
27 Based on the highest score for each student on any science Regents exam 
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2015 63 92.1% 

2016 54 88.9% 

2017 101 17.8% 

2018 135 0.7% 

 

Goal 5: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort passing a Regents science exam 
with a score of 65 or above will exceed that of the high school Total Cohort from the school district 
of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school high 
school Total Cohort to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district of comparison.  
Due to the availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and 
not the Accountability Cohort results.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the 
summer of their fourth year, the school presents most recently available district results. 

RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend students exceeded the performance of their district peers on Regents science 
exams, with a significantly higher portion of students in the Brooklyn Ascend cohort passing a 
science exam than in the district. 

 

Science Regents Passing Rate  
of the High School Total Cohort by Charter School and School District  

 

Cohort 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent 
Passing 

Cohort 
Size 

Percent 
Passing 

Cohort 
Size 

2013 2016-17 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a 0 64% 1,214 

2015 2018-19 92.1% 63 n/a n/a 

GOAL 6: SOCIAL STUDIES 

Goal 6: Social Studies 

Brooklyn Ascend Charter School students will meet grade level expectations in social studies. 

 

Goal 6: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will score at least 65 on 
the New York State Regents U.S. History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort. 
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METHOD 

New York State administers two high school social studies assessments: U.S. History and Global 
History.  In order to graduate, students must pass both of these Regents exams with a score of 65 or 
higher.  This measure requires students in each Accountability Cohort to pass the two exams by the 
completion of their fourth year in the cohort.  Students may have taken the exams multiple times 
and have until the summer of their fourth year to pass it.  Once students pass it, performance on 
subsequent administrations of the same exam do not affect their status as passing.   

RESULTS 

Sixty-six-point-seven percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort passed the Regents 
US History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.  

U.S. History Regents Passing Rate with a Score of 65  

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort28  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth  

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Passing with 
a score of 65 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 66.7% 

EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend fell short of meeting the measure. Ascend continues to strengthen its high school 
social studies program to ensure more students pass the US History exam by the end their fourth 
year. A newly-strengthened high school humanities curriculum and instruction staff at both the 
network and school level continues to audit and refine the US History curriculum. We are also 
confident that staffing changes at the high school will contribute to stronger social studies 
instruction going forward.  

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

Students in Brooklyn Ascend’s 2016 Cohort have, at the completion of their third year, nearly met 
the target of 75 percent passing the US History Regents exam.  

U.S. History Regents Passing Rate with a score of 65 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2015 63 66.7% 

2016 54 70.4% 

2017 101 0% 

2018 135 0% 

 

                                                        
28 Based on the highest score for each student on a science Regents exam 
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Goal 6: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent to students in the high school Total Cohort passing the Regents U.S. History 
exam with a score of 65 or above will exceed that of the high school Total Cohort from the school 
district of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school high 
school Total Cohort to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district of comparison.  
Due to the availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and 
not the Accountability Cohort results.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the 
summer of their fourth year, school presents the most recently available district results. 

RESULTS 

Brooklyn Ascend students exceeded the performance of their district peers on Regents US History 
exams, with a higher portion of students in the Brooklyn Ascend cohort passing the exam than in 
the district. 

U.S. History Passing Rate  

of the High School Total Cohort by Charter School and School District  
 

Cohort 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent 
Passing 

Cohort 
Size 

Percent 
Passing 

Cohort 
Size 

2013 2016-17 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 66.7% 63 60% 1,214 

EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend met the measure. 

Goal 6: Absolute Measure 

Each year, 75 percent of students in the high school Accountability Cohort will score at least 65 on 
the New York State Regents Global History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the 
cohort. 

METHOD 

This measure requires students in each Accountability Cohort to pass the Global History exam by 
the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.  Students may have taken the exam multiple 
times, and had until the summer of their fourth year to pass it.  Once students pass it, performance 
on subsequent administrations of the same exam do not affect their status as passing.   

RESULTS 

Thirty-nine-point-seven percent of Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort passed the 
Regents Global History exam by the completion of their fourth year in the cohort.  
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Global History Regents Passing Rate with a Score of 65  

by Fourth Year Accountability Cohort29  

Cohort 
Designation 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Number in 
Cohort 

Percent 
Passing with 
a score of 65 

2013 2016-17 0 n/a 

2014 2017-18 0 n/a 

2015 2018-19 63 39.7% 

EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend fell short of meeting the measure. Ascend continues to strengthen its high school 
social studies program to ensure more students pass the Global History exam by the end their 
fourth year. A newly-strengthened high school humanities curriculum and instruction staff at both 
the network and school level continues to audit and refine the US History curriculum. We are also 
confident that staffing changes at the high school will contribute to stronger social studies 
instruction going forward.  

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

The 2016 and 2017 Cohorts have already attained higher achievement levels on the Global History 
exam, with the 2016 Cohort on track to meet the 75-percent threshold for passing the exam and 
the 2017 Cohort making progress towards the target with two years remaining.  

 

Global History Regents Passing Rate with a score of 65 by Cohort and Year 

Cohort 
Designation 

2018-19 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

2015 63 39.7% 

2016 54 70.4% 

2017 101 43.6% 

2018 135 0% 

 

Goal 6: Comparative Measure 

Each year, the percent of students in the high school Total Cohort passing the Regents Global 
History exam with a score of 65 or above will exceed that of the high school Total Cohort from the 
school district of comparison. 

METHOD 

The school compares the performance of students in their fourth year in the charter school high 
school Total Cohort to that of the respective cohort of students in the school district of comparison. 
Due to the availability of comparative data, this measure uses the school’s Total Cohort results and 

                                                        
29 Based on the highest score for each student on a science Regents exam 
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not the Accountability Cohort results.  Given that students may take Regents exam up through the 
summer of their fourth year, the school presents most recently available district results. 

RESULTS 

Brooklyn Ascend students in the 2015 Cohort passed the Global History Regents exam at a rate of 
39.7 percent, compared to the host district’s 57-percent passing rate. 

Global History Passing Rate  

of the High School Total Cohort by Charter School and School District  

Cohort 

 
Fourth 

Year 

Charter School School District 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

Percent 
Passing 

Number 
in Cohort 

2013 2016-17 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2014 2017-18 n/a 0 n/a n/a 

2015 2018-19 39.7% 63 57% 1,214 

EVALUATION 

Brooklyn Ascend did not meet the measure. Ascend continues to strengthen its high school social 
studies program to ensure more students pass the Global History exam by the end their fourth year. 
A newly-strengthened high school humanities curriculum and instruction staff at both the network 
and school level continues to audit and refine the US History curriculum. We are also confident that 
staffing changes at the high school will contribute to stronger social studies instruction going 
forward. 

GOAL 7: ESSA 

Goal 7: ESSA 

To achieve an Accountability Status of good standing. 

Goal 7: Absolute Measure 

Under the state’s ESSA accountability system, the school is in good standing:  the state has not 
identified the school for comprehensive or targeted improvement.   

METHOD 

Because all students are expected to meet the state's performance standards, the federal statute 
stipulates that various sub-populations and demographic categories of students among all tested 
students must meet the state standard in and of themselves aside from the overall school results.  
As New York State, like all states, is required to establish a specific system for making these 
determinations for its public schools, charter schools do not have latitude in establishing their own 
performance levels or criteria of success for meeting the ESSA accountability requirements.  Each 
year, the state issues School Report Cards that indicate a school’s status under the state 
accountability system. 
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RESULTS AND EVALUATION 

The school was in good standing in SY 2018-19. 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE 

The school has remained in good standing for the past three years. 

Accountability Status by Year 

Year Status 

2016-17 Good Standing 

2017-18 Good Standing 

2018-19 Good Standing 

 

 


