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Mission Statement 
 
The mission of The Sisulu-Walker Charter School of Harlem is to prepare K-5 students 
living in and around Central Harlem for matriculation to outstanding public, private and 
parochial middle and high schools by nurturing their intellectual, emotional, artistic and 
social development. The school will accomplish this by offering a rigorous and 
challenging academic curricula taught by a highly-prepared and committed cadre of 
professional educators. Beginning in kindergarten, we will aim towards preparing our 
students for college and a lifetime of achievement, honor and service. Sisulu-Walker will 
achieve this in a small and supportive learning environment that sets high expectations 
for all of our students and encourages strong parental and community involvement. 
 



Page 3 of 5 

I. Goals Relating to the School’s Academic Success 
Academic Attainment & Improvement Goals1 

 
 
Goal 1: All students at the school will become proficient in reading and writing of 
the English language. 
 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
a.  Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously 
enrolled in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New 
York State English Language Arts (ELA) Assessment. 
 
b.  Each year, the school’s aggregate3 Performance Index on the State ELA exam will 
meet or exceed the Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the state's No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) school accountability system. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
a.  Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the 
school for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State ELA 
Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
 
b.  Each year, the school will exceed its expected level of performance on the State ELA 
exam by at least a small Effect Size (performing higher than expected to small degree) 
according to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for free lunch among 
all public schools in New York State.5 
 
 
Measure 3: Value Added to Student Learning 
Each year, grade-level cohorts of the school’s students will reduce by one-half the gap 
between their baseline performance6 and the CSI-required objective7 on the State ELA 
Assessment. If a cohort’s baseline performance was above the objective, the cohort will 
increase its performance on the next administration. 
 
 
                                                 
1 These goals correspond to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmark (Version 1.1) 1A. 
2 A student will be considered enrolled for two or more years if he enrolled on or before the first 
Wednesday of October of the school year prior to that of the test. 
3 Aggregate, meaning for all students in the school, not disaggregated by grade or any other factor. 
4 “District” is defined as Community School District 5 within the New York City School District, the 
adjacent district with student demographics substantially similar to that of the school. 
5 In its Accountability Plan K-8 Template (March 2006), CSI describes this as follows: “This complex and 
fair statistical analysis utilizes demographic and state assessment data, which gives schools an opportunity 
to see where they stand compared to demographically similar schools across the state. The analysis is 
conducted by CSI staff and presented to the school for incorporation into the annual Accountability Plan 
Progress Report.” 
6 “Baseline performance” on the State ELA assessment is defined as the percentage of students scoring at 
or above Level 3 on the previous year’s administration. 
7 The “CSI-required objective” is defined as 75 percent of students scoring at or above Level 3. 



Page 4 of 5 

Goal 2: All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of mathematics computation and problem solving. 
 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
a.  Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously 
enrolled in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New 
York State Mathematics Assessment. 
 
b.  Each year, the school’s aggregate3 Performance Index on the State Math exam will 
meet or exceed the Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the state's No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) school accountability system. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
a.  Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the 
school for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State 
Mathematics Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
 
b.  Each year, the school will exceed its expected level of performance on the State Math 
exam by at least a small Effect Size (performing higher than expected to small degree) 
according to a regression analysis controlling for students eligible for free lunch among 
all public schools in New York State.5. 
 
 
Measure 3: Value Added to Student Learning 
Each year, grade-level cohorts of the school’s students will reduce by one-half the gap 
between their baseline performance8 and the CSI-required objective9 on the State 
Mathematics Assessment. If a cohort’s baseline performance was above the objective, the 
cohort will increase its performance on the next administration. 
 
 
 

                                                 
8 “Baseline performance” on the State Mathematics assessment is defined as the percentage of students 
scoring at or above Level 3 on the previous year’s administration. 
9 The “CSI-required objective” is defined as 75 percent of students scoring at or above Level 3. 
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Goal 3: All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of scientific reasoning. 
 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously enrolled 
in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New York 
State Science Assessment. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the school 
for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State Science 
Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 4: All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of social, geographical, civic and world studies. 
 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously enrolled 
in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New York 
State Social Studies Assessment. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the school 
for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State Social Studies 
Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goal 5: The school will demonstrate academic success by making adequate yearly 
progress as required by NCLB 
 
 
Measure 1 
Each year, the school will be designated in “Good Standing” under the Federal Title I 
component of the state’s “school accountability system.” 
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The Sisulu-Walker Charter School 2008-09 Accountability Plan Progress Report 

Karen W Jones has prepared this 2008-09 Accountability Progress Report on behalf of 
the school’s board of trustees: 
 
 
 

Trustee’s Name Board Position 
Mr. Martez Moore Board Chairperson 
Mr.  Kenneth McRay Finance Committee  
Ms. Minnie Goka Academic Committee  
Mrs. Hilary Strong Development Committee 
Mr. William Allen Real Estate Committee 
Mr. James d’Auguste Governance & Legal Affairs 
Ms. Tanya McCoy-Terry Real Estate Committee Member 
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2008-09 State English Language Arts Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

   
Not Tested1

 Grade Total 
Tested IEP ELL Absent 

Total 
Enrolled 

3 54 0 0 0 54 
4 51 0 0 0 51 
5 43 0 0 0 43 

All 148 0 0 0 148 
 
Results 
 
The following table presents the state English language arts test results for all students and for those 
students enrolled in at least their second year in 3rd through 6th grade. 
Overall 89.1% of students enrolled in at least their second year achieved Level 3/4 on the NYS ELA 
exam. 
 
  Charter School Performance on 2008-09 State English Language Arts Exam 

         By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 
 

Percent at Each Performance Level Grade Population Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 3/4 
Number 
Tested 

All Students 0 6 85 9 94 54 
3 

Students in At Least 2nd Year 0 0 91 9 100 40 
All Students 2 20 70 8 78.4 51 

4 
Students in At Least 2nd Year 2 13 76 9 84.1 44 

All Students 0 21 72 7 79.1 43 
5 

Students in At Least 2nd Year 0 16 78 6 82.9 35 
All Students 2 15 75 8 84.5 148 

All  
Students in At Least 2nd Year 2 9 81 8 89.1 119  

 
 

Evaluation 
 
Our Accountability Plan sets our minimum goal at 75% of our students scoring at levels 3 and 4 in 
ELA for all grades.  Of our students who have been in our school for 2 years or more, we have met 
and exceeded our goal.   
 
We are especially pleased with the results of our 3rd grade students with 100% of these students 
scoring at Levels 3 and 4.  These results support our strong Reading First initiative of 2005-2008 
highlighting that these students benefited the most from our program at its strongest implementation.  
The teachers in these grades also were more directly impacted by the professional development and 
in-class support associated with Reading First.   
 
In grades 4 and 5, the students were not as directly impacted by an entire Reading First 
implementation, but had only 1-2 years of Reading First-type instruction.  Teacher skills were also in 
                                                   
1 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English Language 
Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam. 
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additional support.  Our measure for our 5th grade students was met, however, we will still more 
closely monitor student performance in all grades to insure that all measures are met. 
 

 
Cohort Performance on State English Language Arts Exam 

 Since the Advent of the Grades 3-8 Testing Program by School Year 
 

School Year Cohort 
Grades 

Number of Cohorts 
Meeting Target Number of Cohorts 

2006-07 3 Only Grade 3 tested 
2007-08 3, 4 1 1 
2008-09 3, 4, 5 1 2 

 
 
Summary of the English Language Arts Goal 
 
As both 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students met the 75% test measure and all other measures related to 
achievement, our School has attained the Accountability Plan goals. 
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State examination. 

Achieved 
 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on 
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

Achieved 
 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled 
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level 
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

Achieved 
 

Comparative Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of 
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.  

N/A (Data not 
available) 

Growth 

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous 
year’s State exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the 
current year’s State exam.   

Did not achieve 
(Partially met goal) 

 

 
Action Plan 
 
Our School will continue to maintain and improve our academic performance levels based on the 
results associated with these above listed goals by: 
  

• Providing high-quality and differentiated professional development for all staff, both 
certified teachers and certified teacher assistants; 

• Continuing to track student progress more carefully and regularly reviewing student 
data to guide instruction and interventions; 

• Crafting lesson plans based on data and monthly teacher-administration conferences; 
• Providing appropriate interventions for all students who require additional support, 

including Title I and Special Education students. 
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2008-09 State Mathematics Exam 
Number of Students Tested and Not Tested 

 
Not Tested3

 Grade Total 
Tested IEP ELL Absent 

Total 
Enrolled 

3 55 0 0 0 55 
4 53 0 0 0 53 
5 42 0 0 0 42 

All 150 0 0 0 150 
 
Results 
 

The following table presents the state Mathematics test results for all students and for those students 
enrolled in at least their second year in 3rd through 5th grade. 
Overall 98.3% of students enrolled in at least their second year achieved Level 3/4 on the NYS ELA 
exam. 
 

Charter School Performance on 2008-09 State Mathematics Exam 
By All Students and Students Enrolled in At Least Their Second Year 

 
Percent at Each Performance Level Grade Population Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 3/4 

Number 
Tested 

All Students 0.0% 0.0% 70.9% 29.1% 100.0% 55 
3 

Students in At Least 2nd Year 0.0% 0.0% 65.0% 35.0% 100.0% 40 
All Students 0.0% 0.0% 37.7% 62.3% 100.0% 53 

4 
Students in At Least 2nd Year 0.0% 0.0% 34.9% 65.1% 100.0% 43 

All Students 0.0% 7.1% 59.5% 33.3% 92.9% 42 
5 

Students in At Least 2nd Year 0.0% 5.7% 62.9% 31.4% 94.3% 35 
All Students 0.0% 2.0% 56.0% 42.0% 98.0% 150 

All  
Students in At Least 2nd Year 0.0% 1.7% 53.4% 44.9% 98.3% 118 

 
Evaluation 
 
The Sisulu-Walker Charter School continues to exceed the measure set for our school.  For 3 
consecutive years, our students have scored at least 98% each year.  This year, 100% of 3rd and 4th 
grade students scored at Levels 3 & 4 and 93% of 5th grade students scored at Levels 3 & 4.  We 
attribute this high performance to best practices in the subject of mathematics.  We have benefited for 
a highly competent math consultant guiding our instructional program to this level of mastery.  We 
have combined concrete understanding for our students and professional development for teachers.  
This combination of goods and services continues to develop competent math students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
3 Students exempted from this exam according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP), because of English 
Language Learners (ELL) status, or absence for at least some part of the exam 
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Since the Advent of the Grades 3-8 Testing Program by School Year 
 

School Year Cohort 
Grades 

Number of Cohorts 
Meeting Target Number of Cohorts 

2006-07 Only Grade 3 Tested 
2007-08 4 1 1 
2008-09 4-5 1 2 

 
 
Summary of the Mathematics Goal 
 
For each measure of the Mathematics Goals, our School has achieved its standard.  Our students have 
continued to achieve high performance ranking in Mathematics, exceeding its goal of 75%. 

 
Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 
Each year, 75 percent of all tested students who are enrolled in 
at least their second year will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State examination. 

Achieved 
 

Absolute 
Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index (PI) on 
the State exam will meet the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

Achieved 
 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of all tested students who are enrolled 
in at least their second year and performing at or above Level 
3 on the State exam will be greater than that of all students in 
the same tested grades in the local school district. 

Achieved 
 

Comparative Each year, the school will exceed its predicted level of 
performance on the State exam by at least a small Effect Size.  

N/A (Data Not 
Available) 

Growth 

Each year, each grade-level cohort will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous 
year’s state exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the 
current year’s State exam.   

Did not achieve 
(Partially met goal) 

 

 
Action Plan 
 
Sisulu-Walker Charter School will continue supporting staff members through our highly effective 
consultant who provides effective strategies and activities supporting our students’ mathematics 
achievement levels.   
 
The specific activities that we will use to maintain our high levels of achievement are as follows: 

• Establishing monthly academic meetings with teachers and administrators to insure 
that all students’ needs are continuing to be met, including interventions; 

• Include the staff members representing Title 1, Special Education, and the Math 
Consultant to craft specific interventions  for specific students; 

• Include within the monthly academic meetings review of assessment results and 
documentation of how interventions are meeting identified student needs;  

• Provide specific coaching and professional development support for teachers and 
instructional assistants by the math consultant. 
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