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MERRICK ACADEMY–QUEENS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Merrick Academy is to become one of the finest public schools in 
America. The Academy will be built on the philosophy that all children can learn and the 
Academy will ensure that all students meet or exceed New York State performance 
standards. 
 

The focus of the Academy will be on the core skills of reading, language and 
mathematics. The Academy will be organized to provide an extended day, a high degree 
of individualized instruction and an innovative research-based academic curriculum. 
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I. Goals Relating to the School’s Academic Success 
Academic Attainment & Improvement Goals1 

 
 
Goal 1: All students at the school will become proficient in reading and writing of 
the English language. 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
a.  Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously 
enrolled in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New 
York State English Language Arts (ELA) Assessment. 
 
b.  Each year, the school’s aggregate3 Performance Index on the State ELA exam will 
meet or exceed the Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the state's No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) school accountability system. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
a.  Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the 
school for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State ELA 
Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
 
b.  Each year, the percent of students performing at or above Level 3 on the State ELA 
exam in each tested grade will place the school in the top quartile of all similar schools as 
determined by the Charter Schools Institute (CSI) and based on the similar school 
categories generated by the State Education Department and the New York City 
Department of Education. 
 
c.  Each year, the school will exceed to a specified degree (as set by the Charter Schools 
Institute) its expected level of performance on the State ELA exam, as determined by the 
performance of other schools that have a similar proportion of students eligible for free 
lunch among all charter and public schools in districts with charter schools.5 
 

                                                 
1 These goals correspond to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmark (Version 1.1) 1A. 
2 A student will be considered enrolled for two or more years if he enrolled on or before the first 
Wednesday of October of the school year prior to that of the test. 
3 Aggregate, meaning for all students in the school, not disaggregated by grade or any other factor. 
4 “District” is defined as Community School District 29 within the New York City School District. 
5 In its Accountability Plan Guidelines (fifth edition, April 2005), CSI describes this as follows: “This 
complex and fair statistical analysis utilizes demographic and state assessment data, which gives schools an 
opportunity to see where they stand compared to demographically similar schools across the state. The 
analysis will be conducted by CSI staff and presented to the school for incorporation into the annual 
Accountability Plan Progress Report.” 
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Measure 3: Value Added to Student Learning 
a.  For the 2004-2005 and 2005–2006 school years, grade-level cohorts of students will 
reduce by one-half the gap between their average NCE in the previous spring on the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS), a nationally-normed test and an NCE of 50 (i.e., grade-level) 
in the current spring.6 
 
b.  Each year beginning in 2006-07, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-
half the gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State ELA 
exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the current year’s State ELA exam.7 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
6 If a grade-level cohort exceeds an NCE of 50 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show at least 
an increase in the current year.   
7 If a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the cohort is expected 
to show at least an increase in the current year.   
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Goal 2: All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of mathematics computation and problem solving. 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
a.  Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously 
enrolled in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New 
York State Mathematics Assessment. 
 
b.  Each year, the school's aggregate3 Performance Index on the State Math exam will 
meet or exceed the Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the state's No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) school accountability system. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
a.  Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the 
school for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State 
Mathematics Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
 
b.  Each year, the percent of students performing at or above Level 3 on the State Math 
exam in each tested grade will place the school in the top quartile of all similar schools as 
determined by the Charter Schools Institute and based on the similar school categories 
generated by the State Education Department and the New York City Department of 
Education. 
 
c.  Each year, the school will exceed to a specified degree (as set by CSI) its expected 
level of performance on the State Math exam, as determined by the performance of other 
schools that have a similar proportion of students eligible for free lunch among all charter 
and public schools in districts with charter schools.5 
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Measure 3: Value Added to Student Learning 
a.  For the 2004-05 and 2005-06 school years, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce 
by one-half the gap between their average NCE in the previous spring on the Iowa Test of 
Basic Skills (ITBS), a nationally-normed math test, and an NCE of 50 (i.e., grade-level) 
in the current spring.8    
 
b.  Each year beginning in 2006-07, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-
half the gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State Math 
exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on the current year’s State Math exam.9   
 
 
 

                                                 
8 If a grade-level cohort exceeds an NCE of 50 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show at least 
an increase in the current year.   
9 If a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the cohort is expected 
to show at least an increase in the current year.   
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Goal 3: All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of scientific reasoning. 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously enrolled 
in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New York 
State Science Assessment. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the school 
for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State Science 
Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
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Goal 4: All students at the school will demonstrate competency in the 
understanding and application of social, geographical, civic and world studies. 
 
Measure 1: Absolute Proficiency 
Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade who have been continuously enrolled 
in the school for two2 or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on the New York 
State Social Studies Assessment. 
 
 
Measure 2: Comparative Proficiency 
Each year, the percentage of students who have been continuously enrolled in the school 
for two2 or more years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State Social Studies 
Assessment will be greater than that of the local school district4. 
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Goal 5: The school will demonstrate academic success by making adequate yearly 
progress as required by NCLB 
 
Measure 1 
Each year, the school will be designated in “Good Standing” under the Federal Title I 
component of the state’s “school accountability system.” 
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II. Goals Relating to the School’s Organizational 
Viability and Effectiveness 

 
Parent and Student Satisfaction Goals10 
 
Goal 1: The school will demonstrate strong organizational viability by maintaining 
strong parental and student support and commitment to the school. 
 
Measure 1 
Each year, parents will express satisfaction with the school’s program, based on the 
school’s Parent Survey, in which at least two-thirds of all parents11 provide a positive 
response to each of the survey items. 
 
Measure 2 
Each year, 90 percent of all students (enrolled at any time during the course of the year) 
will return the following September. 
 
Measure 3 
Each year, the school will have a daily student attendance rate of at least 95 percent.   
 
 
Legal Compliance Goals12 
 
Goal 2: The school will substantially comply with applicable laws, rules and 
regulations and the provisions of its charter. 
 
Measure 1 
Each year, the school will generally and substantially comply with all applicable laws, 
rules and regulations, including, but not limited to, the New York Charter Schools Act, 
the New York Freedom of Information Law, the New York Open Meetings Law, the 
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the federal Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act, and the provisions of its by-laws and charter. 
 
Measure 2 
Each year, the school will have in place and maintain effective systems, policies, 
procedures and other controls for ensuring that legal and charter requirements are met. 
 
Measure 3 
Each year the school will maintain a relationship with independent legal counsel that 
reviews relevant policies, documents, and incidents and makes recommendations as 
needed, and in proportion to the legal expertise on the board of trustees, if any. 
 
 

                                                 
10 These goals correspond to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmark (Version 1.1) 2D. 
11 This includes parents who do not respond to the survey. 
12 These goals correspond to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmark (Version 1.1) 2E. 
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III. Goals Relating to the School’s Fiscal Soundness 
 
Goal 1: The school will maintain sound financial practices. 
 
Measure 1: Budgeting and Long Range Planning13 
Each year, the school will operate on a balanced budget: actual revenues will equal or 
exceed actual expenses. 
 
Measure 2: Internal Controls and Compliance14 
Each year, the school will take corrective action, if needed, in a timely manner to address 
any internal control or compliance deficiencies identified by its external auditor, the State 
Education Department, or the Charter Schools Institute. 
 
Measure 3: Financial Condition15 
At the end of each fiscal year, the school’s unrestricted net assets will be equal to or 
exceed two percent of the school’s operating budget for the upcoming year. 

                                                 
13 This measure corresponds to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmark (Version 1.1) 3B. 
14 This measure corresponds to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmarks (Version 1.1) 3C & 3D. 
15 This measure corresponds to CSI Charter Renewal Benchmark (Version 1.1) 3E. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Merrick Academy – Queens Public Charter School was approved by the State University Board 
of Trustees in June of 2000 and by the Board of Regents in May of that year. The school opened in 
September 2000 with an enrollment of 121, which has grown to 495 students K-6. 
 
Mission Statement: 
The mission of Merrick Academy is to become one of the finest public schools in America. The 
Academy is built on the philosophy that all children can learn and the Academy ensures that all 
students meet or exceed New York State performance standards. 
 
The focus of the Academy is on the core skills of reading, language and mathematics. The Academy 
is organized to provide an extended day, a high degree of individualized instruction and an 
innovative research-based academic curriculum. 
 
 

School Enrollment by Grade Level and School Year 
 

School 
Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 

2004-05 49 45 75 74 75 70 51 439 

2005-06 74 76 49 75 76 75 73 498 
2006-07 76 78 75 52 76 83 56 496 
2007-08 78 76 74 77 54 80 56 495 

2007-08 78 80 81 76 78 50 56 499 
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Cohort Growth on State English Language Arts Exam from 2007-08 to 2008-09 
 
 Percent at Levels 3 and 4 Grade Cohort 

Size 2007-08 Target3 2008-09 
Target 

Achieved 
4 69 84.1% >84.1% 85.5% Yes 
5 49 69.4% 72.2% 87.8% Yes 
6 54 70.4% 72.7% 88.9% Yes 

All 172 75.6% >75.6% 87.2% Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of the English Language Arts Goal 
 
Please see below for a summary of Merrick Academy’s performance towards its goals in English 
Language Arts. 
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year, 75 percent of students in each 
assessed grade who have been continuously 
enrolled in the school for two or more years will 
perform at or above Level 3 on the New York State 
English Language Arts (ELA) Assessment. 

Achieved only in 
the most recent 

year 

Absolute 

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance 
Index (PI) on the State ELA exam will meet the 
Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) set forth in 
the state’s NCLB accountability system. 

Achieved in every 
year 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students who have 
been continuously enrolled in the school for two 
or more years and who perform at or above Level 
3 on the State ELA Assessment will be greater 
than that of the local school district. 

Achieved in 4 of 5 
Years 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students performing 
at or above Level 3 on the State ELA exam in each 
tested grade will place the school in the top 
quartile of all similar schools as determined by 
the Charter Schools Institute (CSI) and based on 
the similar school categories generated by the 
State Education Department and the New York 
City Department of Education. 

Not Applicable 

Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed to a specified 
degree (as set by the Charter Schools Institute) its 
expected level of performance on the State ELA 
exam, as determined by the performance of other 
schools that have a similar proportion of students 
eligible for free lunch among all charter and 
public schools in districts with charter schools. 

Achieved in only 
one year 

                                                   
3"Target" is defined as one half the gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State ELA exam and 75 percent at or 
above Level 3 on the current year’s State ELA exam.    If a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the 
cohort is expected to show at least an increase in the current year. 
* 2008-09 analysis excludes 1 student retained in grade 3 and 1 student retained in grade 4 in 2008-2009. 
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reduced score was nonetheless exceptional at 97.1%.  In addition, grades 5 and 6 met their 
goals of either halving the gap between the previous year’s score and 75% (grade 5) or showing 
positive growth over the previous year (grade 6).  Grade 6’s perfect 100% score deserves special 
mention. 
 

Cohort Growth on State Mathematics Exam from 2007-08 to 2008-09 
 

Percent at Levels 3 and 4 Grade Cohort 
Size 2007-08 Target 2008-09 

Target 
Achieved 

4 68 100.0% 100.0% 97.1% No 
5 49 81.6% >81.6% 98.0% Yes 
6 56 73.2% 74.1% 100.0% Yes 

All 173 86.1% >86.1% 98.3% Yes 
 
 
Summary of the Mathematics Goal 
 
Please see below for a summary of Merrick Academy’s performance towards its goals in 
Mathematics. 
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year 75% of students in each assessed grade 
who have been continuously enrolled in the school 
for two or more years will perform at or above 
Level 3 on the New York State Mathematics 
Assessment. 

Achieved in 2 of 5 
Years 

Absolute 

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance 
Index (PI) on the State mathematics exam will 
meet or exceed the Annual Measurable Objective 
(AMO) set forth in the state’s NCLB accountability 
system. 

Achieved 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students who have 
been continuously enrolled in the school for two 
or more years and who perform at or above Level 
3 on the State Mathematics Assessment will be 
greater than that of the local school district. 

Achieved in 2 of 5 
Years 

Comparative 

Each year, the percent of students performing at 
or above Level 3 on the State Math exam in each 
tested grade will place the school in the top 
quartile of all similar schools as determined by the 
Charter Schools Institute and based on the 
similar school categories generated by the State 
Education Department and the New York City 
Department of Education. 

Not Applicable 

Comparative 

Each year, the school will exceed to a specified 
degree (as set by CSI) its expected level of 
performance on the State Math exam, as 
determined by the performance of other schools 
that have a similar proportion of students eligible 
for free lunch among all charter and public 
schools in districts with charter schools. 

Achieved in 2 of 5 
Years (assuming 

2008-09 
achievement) 

Growth 
Each year beginning in 2006-2007, grade level 
cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the 
gap between the percent at or above Level 3 on 

Partially Achieved 
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Results 
 
Merrick Academy/District comparison data summarized in table below. 
 
 

Social Studies Performance of Charter School and Local District  
by Grade Level and School Year 

 
Percent of Charter School Students Enrolled in At Least Second Year and All District Students 

at Levels 3 and 4 
2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 Grade 

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

Charter 
School  

Local 
District  

5 67.0% 65.0% 83.0% 71.0% 72.4% 66.0% 81.8% 77.0% 95.8% * 
 
*District comparison data for 2008-2009 Social Studies is not yet available at the time of this 
report. 
 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
Measure was met (although 2008-09 district data is pending) Merrick has shown a consistent 
pattern of exceeding the local school district for the last five years from 2004-05 to 2007-08 
(and likely 2008-09). 
 
Summary of Social Studies Goal 
 
Merrick students achieved proficiency in the New York State Social Studies Assessment for 
2008-09.  The goal of 75% of students performing at or above Level 3 was surpassed by 20.8 
percentage points. 
 

Type Measure Outcome 

Absolute 

Each year, 75% of students in each assessed grade 
who have been continuously enrolled in the school for 
two or more years will perform at or above Level 3 on 
the New York State Social Studies Assessment. 

Achieved in 3 
of 5 Years 

Comparative 

Each year, the percentage of students who have been 
continuously enrolled in the school for two or more 
years and who perform at or above Level 3 on the State 
Social Studies Assessment will be greater than that of 
the local school district. 

Achieved 

 
Action Plan 
 
To improve and maintain academic performance, Merrick Academy will continue to identify 
students’ interest and use this information as a basis for planning various forms of hands-on 
instruction for students to learn topics according to the New York State Standards.  Social 
Studies instruction will continue to be literacy based incorporating technology, and fine arts.  
In addition, as with other subjects, teachers and administration will continue to plan 
strategically through the engagement of the Tuning Protocol:  peer review (Critical Friends 
Group), monthly Instructional Leadership Team meetings, weekly grade team meetings, 
monthly grade cluster meetings, and weekly Pupil Personnel Committee meetings. 
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