






































	
  

	
  

	
  
May	
  2,	
  2012	
  
	
   	
  
	
  
Susan	
  Miller	
  Barker	
  
Interim	
  Executive	
  Director	
  
Charter	
  Schools	
  Institute	
  
State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  	
  
41	
  State	
  Street,	
  Suite	
  700	
  	
  
Albany,	
  New	
  York	
  	
  12207	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Susie:	
  
	
  
	
   We	
  received	
  your	
  letter,	
  dated	
  March	
  21,	
  2012,	
  summarizing	
  the	
  Charter	
  
School	
  Institute’s	
  (“CSI”)	
  observations	
  and	
  findings	
  from	
  its	
  March	
  6,	
  2012	
  first	
  year	
  
evaluation	
  visit	
  to	
  Upper	
  West	
  Success	
  Academy	
  Charter	
  School	
  (the	
  “School”	
  or	
  
“Success	
  Academy”).	
  
	
  
	
   While	
  we	
  generally	
  concur	
  with	
  the	
  letter’s	
  observations	
  and	
  findings,	
  we	
  
would	
  like	
  to	
  correct	
  a	
  few	
  statements	
  and	
  characterizations	
  made	
  in	
  the	
  letter,	
  as	
  
described	
  below:	
  
	
   	
  

• The	
  letter	
  states	
  that	
  our	
  leaders	
  reported	
  that	
  25	
  out	
  of	
  167	
  students	
  (15%)	
  
have	
  Individualized	
  Education	
  Programs	
  (“IEPs”).	
  	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  the	
  School	
  has	
  162	
  
students.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  while	
  only	
  25	
  students	
  had	
  IEPs	
  on	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  CSI’s	
  
visit,	
  currently,	
  the	
  School	
  has	
  28	
  students	
  with	
  IEPs,	
  which	
  means	
  that	
  
approximately	
  17%	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  at	
  Success	
  Academy	
  have	
  IEPs.	
  
	
  

• The	
  letter	
  states	
  that	
  our	
  leaders	
  reported	
  that	
  14	
  out	
  of	
  167	
  students	
  (8%)	
  
are	
  English	
  Language	
  Learners	
  (“ELLs”).	
  	
  As	
  stated	
  above,	
  the	
  School	
  has	
  162	
  
students.	
  Thus,	
  the	
  overall	
  percentage	
  of	
  ELLs	
  is	
  approximately	
  9%.	
  

	
  
• CSI	
  correctly	
  observed,	
  on	
  pages	
  3	
  and	
  4	
  of	
  its	
  letter,	
  that	
  the	
  School’s	
  English	
  

Language	
  Learners	
  receive	
  “additional	
  support	
  beyond	
  the	
  core	
  ELA	
  
program,”	
  noting	
  that	
  “[a]	
  special	
  education	
  teacher	
  offers	
  ELLs	
  additional	
  
small	
  group	
  instruction,”	
  and	
  “bilingual	
  speech	
  teachers	
  help	
  the	
  students	
  
prepare”	
  for	
  the	
  NYSESLAT	
  test.	
  	
  Yet	
  the	
  letter	
  also	
  states	
  the	
  following:	
  
“Given	
  the	
  general	
  absence	
  of	
  teacher	
  training	
  in	
  developing	
  the	
  students'	
  
second	
  language	
  acquisition	
  skills,	
  the	
  effectiveness	
  of	
  the	
  ELL	
  program	
  is	
  yet	
  
to	
  be	
  determined.”	
  	
  We	
  disagree	
  with	
  this	
  latter	
  characterization	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  
a	
  “general	
  absence	
  of	
  teacher	
  training”	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  developing	
  ELLs’	
  
language	
  acquisition	
  skills.	
  	
  On	
  the	
  contrary,	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  teachers	
  receive	
  the	
  
necessary	
  training	
  and	
  materials	
  to	
  help	
  advance	
  our	
  ELLs	
  and	
  provide	
  them	
  



	
  

	
  

with	
  the	
  supports	
  they	
  need.	
  	
  The	
  School’s	
  core	
  literacy	
  curriculum	
  is	
  
inherently	
  differentiated	
  and,	
  as	
  such,	
  aims	
  specifically	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  needs	
  
of	
  ELLs.	
  	
  Moreover,	
  our	
  success	
  in	
  educating	
  ELLs	
  speaks	
  volumes.	
  	
  Success	
  
Academy,	
  as	
  a	
  Network,	
  has	
  consistently	
  outperformed	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  
District	
  schools	
  on	
  the	
  NYSESLAT.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  2009-­‐2010	
  school	
  year,	
  Success	
  
Academy	
  ELL	
  students	
  across	
  all	
  the	
  Success	
  Academy	
  schools	
  (in	
  
Kindergarten	
  to	
  4th	
  Grade)	
  had	
  a	
  NYSESLAT	
  passage	
  rate	
  of	
  36%,	
  while	
  NYC	
  
District	
  school	
  ELL	
  students	
  had	
  a	
  passage	
  rate	
  of	
  just	
  17%.	
  Our	
  success	
  in	
  
educating	
  ELLs	
  is	
  also	
  apparent	
  in	
  our	
  state	
  test	
  results:	
  	
  82.6%	
  of	
  Success	
  
Academy’s	
  ELL	
  students	
  in	
  3rd	
  to	
  5th	
  Grades	
  passed	
  the	
  2011	
  state	
  English	
  
Language	
  Arts	
  exam	
  compared	
  to	
  18.9%	
  of	
  ELL	
  students	
  in	
  3rd	
  to	
  5th	
  Grades	
  
citywide.	
  
	
  

• The	
  letter	
  states	
  that	
  “Assignments	
  promote	
  academic	
  rigor,	
  in	
  particular	
  in	
  
math	
  problem-­‐solving	
  and	
  science	
  lab	
  activities;	
  the	
  school	
  is	
  developing	
  a	
  
comprehensive	
  and	
  rigorous	
  writing	
  program.”	
  	
  This	
  latter	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  
sentence	
  is	
  not	
  entirely	
  correct.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  already	
  developed	
  a	
  
comprehensive	
  and	
  rigorous	
  writing	
  program	
  and	
  implement	
  it	
  on	
  a	
  daily	
  
basis.	
  	
  We	
  continue	
  to	
  refine	
  and	
  improve	
  this	
  program	
  as	
  we	
  deem	
  
necessary	
  and	
  appropriate	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  our	
  students	
  achieve	
  at	
  the	
  highest	
  
levels.	
  

	
  
We	
  appreciate	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  provide	
  the	
  above	
  corrections.	
  	
  Please	
  let	
  

us	
  know	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  further	
  questions	
  or	
  comments.	
  
	
  

Sincerely,	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Eva	
  Moskowitz	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Chief	
  Executive	
  Officer	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
  
Cc:	
  	
  	
  Daniel	
  Nir	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Carolyn	
  Roby	
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